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x claim 
MP  defies 
Major 


Computer  ‘monks’  sought  UFO  to  take  them  to  heaven 


OwenBowcottf 
Ewan  MacAskfll  and 
Me  HmI  White 


CONSERVATIVE 
activists  in 
Beckenham  last 
night  rallied  be- 
hind their  em- 
battled MP, 
Piers  Merchant,  defying 
senior  ministers  who  made  it 
dear  he  should  resign  in  the 
wake  of  tabloid  allegations 
that  be  had  an  affair  with  a 
17-year-old  nightclub  hostess. 

Michael  Heseltine,  the  dep- 
uty Prime  Minister,  led  the 
criticism  of  the  46-year-old 
rightwinger.  Kenneth  Clarke 
and  John  Gummer  backed  his 
barely  coded  comments,  be- 
fore Mr  Major  waded  in. 

The  Prime  Minister's 
remarks — that  Mr  Merchant 
would  have  to  account  for  his 
actions  to  his  constituents  — 
were  in  dear  .contrast  to  the 
language  be  has  used  in  de- 
Smith  and  Neil 
fiaanSrai,  the  disgraced  for- 
' mer  mklsters  at  the  centre  of 
the  fcasfc-for-questio  ns  affair. 

Labour  seized  on  the  leader- 
ship's double  standards  to  fi- 
nancial scandal  and  sexual  al- 
legations against  MPs  as 
proof  of  hypocrisy.  It  also 
highlighted  Mr  Major's  impo- 
tence in  failing  to  secure  Mr 
Merchant's  resignation. 

- The  shadow  chancellor. 
Gordon  Brown,  contrasted  Mr 
Bflsdtine’s  hint  to  Mr  Mer- 
chant with  his  dogged  defence 
last  Sunday  of  Neil  Hamilton 
and  Tim  Smith's  right  to  a 
presumption  of  innocence 
over  their  admitted  miscon- 
duct In  the  cash-for-questions 
affair. 

Mr  Smith  has  since 
resigned,  prompting  the  Tory 
chairman,  Brian  Mawhiiuiey, 
to  praise  his  "honourable  de- 
cision", even  though  Mr  Hes- 
letine  admitted  that  the  MP 
"undoubtedly  would  have 
been  criticised"  In  Sir  Gordon 
Downey's  report. 

Mr  Brown  said:  "This  has 
now  moved  beyond  a question 
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of  the  behaviour  of  Tory  MPs 
to  a question  af  leadership.” 

He  cited  Mr  Major’s  “fail- 
ure to  control  his  party,  his 
failure  to  take  action  against 
MPs  who  asked  questions  for 
money  (and)  his  broken 
promises." 

Mr  Merchant  denied  the 
five-page  account  in  yester- 
day's Sun,  which  had  been 
compiled  with  the  assistance 
of  the  woman,  Anna  Cox. 
whom  he  was  photographed 
kissing. 

Ms  Cox  was  "a  very  dear 
friend"  who  had  been  helping 
his  campaign-  But  he  had 
nothing  to  be  ashamed  at  he 
insisted. 

Mr  Heseltine,  interviewed 
on  Radio  4’s  Today  pro- 
gramme, said:  “I  haven’t  the 
slightest  doubt  that  Piers 
Merchant  his  fiunily  and  his 
constituency  association  will 
want  to  consider  very  care- 
fully the  consequences  of 
what  has  happened  for  the 
party  at  large." 

Asked  if  that  amounted  to  a 
resignation  call.  Mr  Heseltine 
replied:  "He  must  listen  to' 
what  I have  just  said  very 
carefully  . . . Whatever  I and 
my  senior  colleagues  in  the 
party  may  foel  about  this 
issue  — and  obviously  we  are 
bound  to  feel  let  down  — the 
constitution  of  the  Conserva- 


tive Party  leaves  judgments 
about  these  things  to  the  local 
people." 

On  the  campaign  trail  in 
Cambridgeshire.  Mr  Major 
stressed  that  Tory  custom 
required  that  he  “explain  per- 
sonally to  his  constituency,  to 
whom  he  is  primarily  answer- 
able”  what  had  happened. 

Only  Michael  Portillo,  the 
defence  secretary,  unhesitat- 
ingly backed  his  fellow-right- 
winger. He  said:  “I  know  my 
colleagues  who  are  MPs.  I 
take  their  word  for  things.” 
Mr  Merchant's  constitu- 
ency association  stood  firm. 
Two  official  statements 
released  in  the  name  of  the 
association's  chairman,  Mar- 
garet Howarth,  castigated  the 
Sun  for  its  "intrusive  style  of 
journalism”  and  stressed  the 
MPs  popularity  with  voters 
in  the  south  London  constitu- 
ency. 

The  endorsement  for  the 
MP  by  councillor  Prank  Cook, 
leader  of  the  local  Conserva- 
tive group,  was  equally  en- 
thusiastic, but  accepted  that 
support  could  ebb  away  In  the 
coming  days.  Mr  Merchant 
faces  formal  adoption  as  Tory 
candidate  shortly.  He  has  a 

15,285  majority. 

Allegations  of  sexual  impro- 
priety were  further  compli- 
cated last  night  when  it  was 
confirmed  that  Allan  Stewart, 
who  stood  down  as  Tory  MP 
for  the  Glasgow  seat  of 
Eastwood  this  week  after 
newspaper  revelations  of  an 
affair,  had  been  taken  to  hos- 
pital after  being  seen  shout- 
ing abuse  at  neighbours  from 
his  garden  in  Neilston,  near 
Paisley. 

He  has  suffered  a mental 
breakdown.  Conservative 
Central  Office  confirmed  last 
night.  Distressed  Scottish 
Tories  believe  the  54-year-old 
MPs  plight  will  provoke  a 
backlash  against  "shoddy 
journalism." 
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Websites  cast  light  on  39  cult  deaths 


Christopher  Heed  In 
Rancho  Santa  Fe,  California 

INVESTIGATORS  in  Cali- 
fornia yesterday  said  they 
had  identified  the  bodies  of 
39  members  of  a bizarre  cult 
of  computer  experts  who 
apparently  committed  suicide 
in  the  belief  that  a UFO, 
shielded  behind  a comet, 
would  take  them  to  heaven. 

The  dead,  mainly  crew-cut 
young  men,  had  videotaped 
their  farewells  and  sent  them 
to  a former  cult  member  who  ; 


discovered  their  neatly  ar- 
ranged bodies,  each  dressed 
in  black  with  a purple  shroud 
over  the  head  and  chest 
There  was  no  sign  of  violence. 

He  said  they  appeared  to  be 
"joyous"  on  the  videotapes  at 
the  prospect  of  "shedding 
their  containers”  — their  i 
bodies  — and  progressing  to  a I 
"higher  evolutionary  level". 

The  leader  of  the  cyber-gen- 
eration sect  an  older  man 
known  as  Father  John,  also 
appeared  on  the  tapes,  al- 
though it  was  not  dear  if  he 
was  among  the  dead. 


As  police  in  Rancho  Santa 
Fe  — an  area  known  as  the 
Beverly  HIULs  of  San  Diego  — 
continued  the  task  of  remov- 
ing the  bodies  from  the  se- 
cluded mansion  which 
doubled  as  the  cult's  base  and 
headquarters  for  its  computer 
design  company,  the  Higher 
Source  Internet  site  on  which 
the  group  touted  for  business 
was  jammed  with  users  seek- 
ing dues  to  the  deaths. 

The  cult  is  believed  to  have 
financed  itself  by  designing 
Websites.  The  only  unusual 
note  on  its  site  is  a passage 


affirming  that  “we  try  to  stay 
positive  In  every  circum- 
stance and  put  the  good  of  a 
project  above  any  personal 
concerns  or  critical  egos." 

Another  Internet  site 
seemed  to  shed  more  light  on  , 
the  mystery.  The  Heaven's 
Gate  site,  which  features  a 
starry  background  similar  to 


the  Higher  Source  home  page 
and  may  be  written  by  cult 
members,  contains  a passage 
stating  that  "[Comet]  Hale- 
Bopp’s  approach  is  the 
‘marker’  we’ve  been  waiting 
for". 

Mow  the  net  dosed  on  mass 
sufcldn,  page  3 
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Labour  halts  TV  debate 


Blair  camp  withdraws  from  talks 
over  ‘sabotage’  accusation 
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PLANS  for  a head-to- 
head  televised  debate 
between  John  Major 
and  Tony  Blair  collapsed  last 
. night  after  Labour  unexpect- 
edly withdrew  from  talks 
with,  the  BBC  and  ITV. 

labour  blamed  the  Conser- 
vatives for  being  inflexible 
and  playing  party  politics 
wtth  the  proposals,  but  left 
the  door  fractionally  alar  for 
a resumption,  of  negotiations. 

Labour  even  mentioned  the 
possibility  of  involving  Sir 
David  Frost,  as  interviewer. 
However,  this  would  not 
amount  to  a fully-fledged  de- 
bate. Instead  it  would  be  little 
more  than  “The  Frost  Pro- 
gramme" with  the  party  lead- 
ers and.  significantly,  without 
a. studio  audience. 

The  Conservatives  retali- 
ated to  news  of  the  break- 
down in  negotiations  by 
claiming  that  Labour  had  run 
away  from  the  debate,  despite 


Mr  Blair’s  promise  of  debat- 
ing "head  on  with  the  Prime 
Minister  any  time,  any  place, 
anywhere". 

Peter  Mandelson,  Labour's 
campaign  manager,  halted 
talks  after  Michael  Dobbs,  the 
Conservative's  chief  negotia- 
tor, warned  that  Labour  was 
trying  to  set  an  artificial 
deadline  in  order  to  pull  the 
plug  on  the  debate. 

Mr  Mandelson  said  the  de- 
structive and  provocative 
statement  meant  Labour  bad 
decided  "the  present  negotia- 1 
tions  must  be  treated  as  at  an 
end". 

He  added:  "Nonetheless,  as 
we  remain  committed  to  the 
idea  of  a debate,  we  are  ex- 
ploring other  avenues,  includ- 
ing the  possible  involvement 
of  Sir  David  Frost.” 

Mr  Mandelson's  statement 
increased  speculation  at 
Westminster  that  Labour  did 
not  reallv  want  a debate  be- 
cause Mr  Blair  had  much 
more  to  lose  than  Mr  Major. 
Observers  said  the  party  had 
decided  to  pull  the  plug  dur- 


Britain 


Mr  Dobbs  said  the  Conser- 
vatives were  prepared  to  ac- 
cept proposals  put  forward  by 
the  BBC  and  ITV.  although 
they  were  not  happy  with 
every  single  detail. 

He  published  an  outline  of 
the  plans,  showing  that  the 
BBC  had  proposed  two  live  90- 
minute  debates  chaired  by 
David  Dimbleby  at  9pm  on 
the  two  Sundays  before  poll- 
ing day,  May  l. 

Opening  statements  would 
have  been  followed  by  ques- 
tions from  Mr  Dimbleby  and 
a chance  for  Mr  Major  and  Mr 
Blair  to  respond  to  each 
other.  The  Liberal  Democrat 
leader,  Paddy  Ashdown, 
would  have  been  interviewed 
separately. 

ITV  also  proposed  two  9G- 
mlnute  debates,  with  Mr  Ash- 
down included  in  the  first 
part  on  an  equal  basis  but  left 
out  of  the  remaining  two 
parts. 

A spokesman  for  Mr  Blair 
said  it  was  now  a "lot  less 
likely"  there  would  be  a de- 
bate. But  he  insisted  Labour 
was  not  running  scared  of  a 
confrontation. 
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A QUICK  errand  cost 
Bobbie  Sweitzer  more 
than  £9,000.  Dr 
Sweitzer  did  what  every 
parent  has  probably  consid- 
ered at  least  once:  dashed 
into  a shop  while  her  chil- 
dren slept  In  the  car. 

After  leaving  her  two 
young  girls  asleep  in  her 
Porsche  for  a few  moments 
while  she  dropped  off  a roll 
of  film.  Dr  Sweitzer  found 
herself  accused  of  child  ne- 
glect — allegations  that 
took  her  eight  months  and 
S15.000  (£9,220)  in  legal 
fees  to  beat. 

“It  never  entered  my 
mind  that  I was  doing 
something  wrong.”  said  the 
anaestbesioiogist.  aged  39. 
from  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral HospitaL 
Last  July,  Dr  Sweitzer 
was  taking  her  daughters, 
then  aged  one  and  four-and- 
a-half,  to  a free  puppet 
show  at  the  tnall.  not  far 
from  their  suburban  home 
In  Sherborn,  Massachu- 
setts. Dr  Sweitzer,  who 
takes  Tuesdays  off  to  spend 
with  her  daughters,  de- 
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Country  smells 
in  the  greenery 


Simon  Hoggart 


THE  Conservatives  held  a 
press  conference  on  the 
environment  yesterday. 
They  talked  about  rivers  of 
filth,  noxious  vapours  In  the 
atmosphere,  and  piles  of  stink- 
ing ordure. 

So,  as  you  can  see,  they 
hardly  got  to  talk  about  the 
environment  at  all.  Instead 
they  were  asked  about  the  lat- 
est Tory  deaze. 

Every  time  they  tried  to 
change  the  topic  to  meaning- 
less trivia  (such  as  whether 
the  planet  will  still  exist  in  50 
years'  time)  they  had  to  be 
brought  back  to  the  key  issue: 
what  was  a Tory  MP  doing 
with  a youthful  nightclub 
hostess  who  had  been 
recruited  by  his  local  party  for 
envelope-stuffing? 

They  tried— how  they  tried 
— to  talk  about  the  environ- 
ment, and  how  the  Tories 
were  the  greenest  party  in 
Europe.  (Who  says  they  are? 
Why,  the  Tories  of  course.) 

But  the  topic  kept  returning  to 
Mr  Piers  Merchant  and  Mr 
NeQ  Hamilton. 

Poor  John  Gammer  and 
Ken  Clarke  should  have  real- 
ised what  was  about  to  hit 
them  when  they  bounced  on  to 
the  platform  at  Central  Office. 
A visual  aid  appeared  on  a 
screen  behind  them,  with  idyl- 
lic pictures  of  lush  parkland,  a 
sunlit  copse  and  sparkling 
streams.  "So  that's  where 
Piers  Merchant  did  It" 
shouted  a hack  from  die  back. 

John  Gummer  and  Ken 
Clarke  looked  grim.  Mr  Gum- 
mer  launched  into  his  spiel, 
about  cleaning  our  rivers  and 
beaches,  cracking  down  on 
pollution,  making  industry 
responsible  for  waste- 
So  someone  asked  them 
about  Piers  Merchant  The 
Chancellor  said  that  nobody 
cared  about  that  "The  choice 
of  Government  will  he  made 
by  looking  at  the  policies  most 
likely  to  produce  prosperity.'* 
Mr  Gummer  said  ft  was 
time  to  talk  about  cleaning  up 
our  landscape.  Another  hack 


First  night 


said  It  was  time  to  talk  about 
cleaning  up  the  Conservative 
Party.  Was  it  true  that  "a  can- 
didate accused  of  sleeping 
with  a lT-yaar-old  is  expected 
to  stand  down,  but  an  MP 
accused  of  taking  cash  for 
questions  can  go  on  as  long  as 
he  maintains  his  innocence?” 
Mr  Clarke  said  it  would  be 
a “disaster  if  this  kind  of 
thing  dominates  the  head* 
lines  for  a few  days  and  de- 
cides what  the  Government 
is  for  five  years".  He 
returned  to  the  environment 

Mr  Gummer  talked  about 
climate  change,  and  quite 
right  too.  Something  must  be 
awry  if  the  weather  is  so  warm 
that  a Tory  MP  can  dally  with 
his  lady  love  outdoors  in  the 
middle  ofMarch. 

Mr  Gummer  that  thi? 

was  a “passing  moment"  and 
had  been  perfectly  properly 
dealt  with  by  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister. .'The  word 
‘conservation’  and  the  word 
‘Conservative*  have  die  same 
root — that  is  why  we  are  by 
nature  conservationists." 

(Well,  I don’t  know.  By  the 
same  token  "Labour"  would 
mean  getting  pregnant,  and 
that  is  clearly  not  the  case.) 

Some  kindly  soul  asked  a 
question  about  the  environ- 
ment Mr  Gummer  answered 
it  Then  an  unkindly  soul 
asked  about  Piers  Merchant 
again.  Mr  Gummer  looked 
crasser  than  ever.  "What  Mr 
Heseltine  said  this  morning, 
he  said  for  all  of  us." 

Mr  Clarke  then  made  an  ex- 
traordinary noise,  which  my 
notes  transcribe  as:  "Dib  bid 
whubb  dorr."  It  turned  out  he 
wanted  to  appeal  to  our  better 
natures,  and  naturally 
couldn't  get  the  words  out 

"Most  people  in  this  room 
have  a serious  interest  in  poli- 
tics and  government!”  he  said. 
1 cant  imagine  whom  he  was 
confusing  us  with.  We’re 
lobby  correpondents. 

The  deputy  chairman  of  the 
party,  the  Hon.  Michael  St 
John  Trend,  intervened  to  say 
"We  have  made  our  position 
dear."  Cries  of  “No,  you 
haven't!" 

Mr  Gummer  laid  down  the 
law.  "With  great  respect  we 
have  made  our  position  per- 
fectly dear."  Things  were  get- 
ting desperate,  so  desperate 
that  he  tried  to  switch  back  to 
the  environment  "For  exam- 
ple. if  we  don’t  do  something 
about  air  quality  in  this 
country ..."  and  the  press  con- 
ference came  to  an  end. 


The  long  revival 
of  stage  diversity 


Michael  Billington 

Then  Again. . . 

Lyric,  Hammersmith 


££|S  SHAW  coming 
I back?”  someone  once 
I rashly  asked  Frank 
Hauser.  "I  didn't  know  he'd 
been  away."  was  the  cool 
response. 

The  same  might  be  said  erf 
intimate  revue.  Supposedly 
killed  off  by  Beyond  The 
Fringe,  it  has  tenaciously  sur- 
vived through  student  groups 
such  as  the  Cambridge  Foot- 
lights. and  has  even  left  its 
Imprint  on  television  from 
TW3  onwards. 

Then  Again ...  at  the  Lyric. 
Hammersmith  is,  however,  a 
calculated  attempt  to  revive 
the  format,  and  even  blends 
original  sketches  by  Harold 
Pinter  and  N.  F.  Simpson 
from  the  1950s  with  new  mate- 
rial by  the  likes  of  Stephen 
Fry.  Richard  Curtis  and  Ju- 
lian Clary. 

After  2%  hours  we  feel  that. 
Like  Elizabeth  Bonnet's  piano- 
playing, it  has  delighted  us 
sufficiently:  in  a nutshell,  Its 
too  long.  But  it  highlights 
revue's  great  asset:  the  fact 
that,  if  one  item  is  a dud, 
there  will  be  another  one 
along  in  a minute. 

It  also  confirms  that  the 
best  revue  performers  have 
always  been  women  — Gin- 
gold,  Baddelely  and  Grenfell 
in  the  past,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion Sheila  Hancock  and 
Dawn  French. 

Singly  or  together,  they 
dominate  the  evening.  They 
appear  to  great  effect  as  a pair 
of  aged  denizens  of  a sleazy 
caff  in  Pinter’s  The  Black  and 
White,  with  French  raising 
her  head  like  a curious  os- 
trich to  track  the  passage  of 
all-night  buses.  They  are 
equally  ftinny  as  a pair  of  ex- 


patriate wives  bound  for  the 
Emirates  with  French  hand- 
ing out  gratuitous  advice. 

What  both  Hancock  and 
French  have  is  the  revue  per- 
former’s essential  ability  to 
create  a character  with  a few 
swift  brushstrokes.  Hancock, 
the  reigning  queen  of  the 
genre,  can  switch  from  deso- 
late partygoers  to  vindictive 
schoolteachers  with  lightning 
ease,  and  is  at  her  best  as  a 
paranoid  landlady  vetting  a 
prospective  male  tenant 
whose  sexuality  she  suspects. 
(“I  won’t."  she  insanely  cries, 
“let  a room  to  a Dolomite.") 

French  also  scores,  in  a 
new  Pinter  piece,  as  a soul- 
saving American  gospeller 
and  later  as  a woman  under- 
going purgatory  by  hairdrier 
though  not,  I feel,  in  a weak 
send-np  of  Lionel  Bart’s 
Nancy. 

Desmond  Barrtt,  not  least 
in  a deconstruction  of  Cow- 
ard’s Bad  Times  are  Just 
Around  the  Corner,  and  Neil 
Mullarkey  have  their  mo- 
ments and  John  Gould,  on 
piano,  does  a brilliant  pas- 
tiche of  silent  movie  music. 
But  generally,  it’s  the  women 
and  the  vintage  sketch  writers 
who  come  off  best:  the 
younger  set  tend  to  be 
hortatory. 

Fry,  for  instance,  has  an 
item  attacking  the  knowing 
cynicism  of  the  ever-growing 
tribe  of  newspaper  colum- 
nists with  which  I broadly 
agree  — but  a revue  sketch  is 
no  place  for  a homffy. 

Neil  Bartlett’s  production, 
however,  makes  a strong  case 
for  revue.  At  a time  when  we 
suffer  from  unstoppable 
stand-up  comics  and  incur- 
able diseases,  it  restores  di- 
versity and  variety  to  the  the- 
atrical scene.  Brevity,  as  the 
man  said,  is  the  soul  of  wit 

At  the  Lyric  Hammersmith 
(0181-74 J 2311)  till  April  19 


Sunday  Times  claims  public  concern 


Howard  Marks . . . released 
from  20-year  sentence  in  US 


Olympic 

share 


record 

flop 


Mark  Miner  and 
Christopher  Zion  In  Sydney 


USTRALIA  is  facing 
one  of  the  biggest  share 
ps  in  tts  history  after 
investors  cold-shouldered  an 
innovative  package  aimed  at 
financing  the  building  of  ^ 
Sydney  2000  Olympic 
stadium. 

Final  figures  for  the  A$364.4 
million  (£175  mill  inn)  issue 
which  closed  yesterday  have 
not  yet  been  released,  but  the 
take-up  is  under  50  per  cent 
according  to  one  of  the  banVs 
Involved  in  the  offer.  Some 
reports  suggest  littife  more 
than  a third  of  the  shares 
have  been  sold,  despite  a 
longer  than  usual  offer  period 
and  a closing  date  which  has 
been  delayed  twice. 

The  issue  was  designed  to 
provide  the  bulk  of  the  A|463 
million- needed  to  build  the 
110,000-seater  stadium. 

Australian  analysts  say  the 
offer  flopped  because  it  was  too 
expensive.  Investors  were 
asked  to  stump  up  Agio, 000  for 
a “gold"  package  which  prom- 
ised a seat  at  every  Olympic 
event  to  be  staged  in  the  sta- 
dium. stadium  membership  for 
30  years,  and  L000  shares  in 
the  stadium  company. 

For  those  prepared  to  pay 
A$33,000  (only  just  below  a 
year’s  average  income  in  Aus- 
tralia) a platinum  pass  of- 
fered two  seats,  as  well  as 
membership  privileges  and 
shares. 

“Nobody  is  going  to  buy 
just  one  ticket  With  a family 
you  are  more  likely  to  buy 
four,  so  it’s  going  to  cost 
AS40.000,"  said  one  Sydney- 
based  broker.  "Not  many 
people  can  spend  that  sort  of 
money,  particularly  if  there  is 
no  ginuantee  on  what  events 
are  going  to  be  held  there 
after  toe  Olympics.” 

However,  the  issue’s  Bop 
will  not  affect  the  financing 
programme,  because  the  offer 
was  underwritten  (effectively 
guaranteed)  by  four  big  finan- 
cial institutions:  ANZ  Securi- 
ties, Macquarie  Bank,  Deut- 
sche Morgan  Grenfell  and 
ABN  AMRO  Hoare  Govett 


Dincan  Campbell  - 
Crime  Correspondent 


THE  Sunday  Times 
has  asked  Britain’s 
best-known  drugs  I 
smuggler  to  make  a 
donation  to  Tony] 
Blair's  election  fond.  Had  he 
done  so,  the  Labour  Party 
could  have  been  accused  of  I 
taking  money  from  drug 
dealers. 

Howard  Marks,  aged  51, 1 
was  released  in  1995  from  a 
20-year  Jail  sentence  in  toe 
United  States  ' for  cannabis  I 
smugging.  He  is  standing  as 
a Legalise  Cannabis  Party 
candidate  in  Norwich  North 
and  Norwich  South  at  the 
election. 

Mr  Marks,  who  lives  in  Ma-  ] 


jorca,.  confirmed  yesterday 
that  he  bad  been  approached 
by  David  Leppard,  a Sunday 
Times  reporter,  who  sug- 
gested that  he  donate  money 
to  Blair. 

"They  Said  they  would  give 
me  a cheque  and  I was  to  pay 
the  money  tn  under  my  own 
name  and  address  and  see-if 
they  noticed  it,"  said  Mr 
Marks,  whose  autobiography, 
Mr  Nice,  was  published  last 
year. 

Mr  Marks  said  he  consid- 
ered the  idea  because  be  had 
no  great  admiration  for  Mr. 
Blair  because  of  his  opposi- 
tion to  any  discussion  an  toe 
legalisation,  issue-  Hie  sug- 
gested to  toe  Sunday  Times 
on  Wednesday  that  ft  would 
be  more  balanced  If  a dona- 
tion was  also  made  to  toe 


Home  Secretary*  Michael 
Howard.  Hewastoldthat  this 
would  be  considered  but  there 
was  no  response  to  the  sug- 
gestion within  24  bourse 

Mr  Leppard  said  yesterday: 
“This  issue  was  just  an-idea  I 
discussed  ' with  ' Howard 
Marks.  We  never  had  any 
plans  to  go  ahead  with  1L 
Anyway,  itwouldhave  been 
pat  to  all  three  political  par- 
ties because  we  regard  toe 
issue  of  how.  closely  they  vet 
donations  as-  an  important 
matter  of  public  concern  and. 
a legitimate  matter  of  media 
inquiry.  ■ 

"Under  no  circumstances 
was  Howard  Marks  to  get 
paid  or  do  anything  Improper. 
I put  it  to  toe  editor  [John 
Wliberaw]  and  he  decided  it. 
was  a nan-story.”  . 


A Labour  Party  spokesman 
said  last  mgfafc  -“We  deprecate 
these  methods;  which,  should 
have  no  part  of  the  .election 
campaign.*"  ■■■  •.  - 

The  Labour  Party  tea  been 
aware' Quit  evidence  about 
contributors  to  - party  funds, 
has  been  published  in  the 
press  without  the  donors' 
identity  being  known  to  the 

Labour  Party,.  . 

Mr  Marks  began  'cannabis 
dealing  — he  has  never  been 
involved'  in  hand  drugs  — 
while  at  Oxford' university. 
He  decided  tocampaign  for  le- 
galisation because  none  of  toe 
main  political  parfies  was  dis- 
cussing it  The  Legalise  Can- 
nabis Party  may  also -be 
standing  candidates  in  South- 
ampton and  Leeds: - 
Text  days-  ago,  another  Mur- 


doch-owned newspaper,  the 
Sun,  urged  its  readers  to  vote 
Labour:  ' 

Shortly  before  tire  last  elec- 
tion In  1992,  the  Sunday 
Times  slashed  with  the  story 
"Soviet  files  reveal  Labour’s 
private  dialogue  wfth-Krem- 
lin”  above,  a photo  of  the  then 
-Labour  leader  Neil  Klnnock. 
The  billboards  advertising 
toe  story,  read:  “Official  — 
Kinnock’s  Kremlin  Connec- 
tinn"  although  there  was  no 

evidence  erf  anything  compro- 
TTUglng'  flgnlngt  Mr  Klnnock. 

■ in  1995,  the  same  paper  paid 
substantial  damages  to  an- 
other former  Labour  leader, 
Mikael  Fbot,  over  a story 
headlined:  "KGB:  Michael 
Foot  was  our  agent”  after  he 
brought  a successful  libel 
action  against  it. 


Scaffolding  rises  on  the  site  of  the  Olyinpic  complex  in  Sydney,  despite  a lack  of  popular  appeal  which  has  left  shares  unsold  photograph:  tom  jenkins 


These  will  have  to  come  up 
with  the  balance  of  the  fluids 
which  the  Issue  was  to  have 
raised,  but  they  will  be  able  to 
offset  their  exposure  over  the 
coming  years  by  selling  the  I 
gold  and  platinum  packages 
left 

An  ABN  AMRO  spokesman 
in  Amsterdam,  acknowledg- 
ing a less  than  50  per  cent 
take  up,  said:  "That  does  not 
mean  we  fed  this  was  an  un- 
successful issue.  You  have  to 
look  at  the  longer  term.  As 
the  year  2000  approaches  we 
export  investors’  interest  in 
both  the  Olympics  and  toe 
stadium  to  increase.'’ 


He  pointed  out  that  when 
the  Dutch  soccer  club  Ajax  of- 
fered boxes  and  seats  in  its 
new  Amsterdam  stadium  in- 
terest had  been  limited  while 
the  project  was  on  toe  draw- 
ing board. 

But  once  the  stadium  was 
being  built  “people  were  of- 
fering to  pay  two  or  three 
times  toe  original  price  for 
the  boxes.” 

He  described  ABN  AMRO’s 
exposure  as  "limited",  be- 
cause part  of  its  share  of  the 
Issue  had  been  underwritten 
by  other  financial 
institutions. 

Michael  Knight,  the  minis- 


ter with  responsibility  for  toe 
Olympics  and  president  of  the 
Sydney  Organising  Commit- 
tee for  the  Olympic  Games 
(SOCOG),  also  acknowledged 
the  poor  take-up,  but  com- 
mented: “It  is  not  a direct  con- 
cern to  either  the  government 
or  to  SOCOG,  although  obvi- 
ously we  would  prefer  that 
the  stadium  float  was  better 
subscribed  than  is  apparently 
the  case." 

"It  was  a risk  taken  by  the 
private  sector  folly,  under- 
written by  the  private  sector 
and  the  large  merchant  banks 
hove  indicated  ...  that  they 
would  meet  any  shortfall. " 


Winners  and  losers 


A model  of  the  stadium,  set  to  host  the  Olympic  games  in  Australia  in  the  year 2000 


□ Sydney:  Planning  for  the 

next  Olympic  games  has 
been  thrown  into  disarray 
over  thepast  year  by  the 
resignations  of  the  organis- 
ing committee’s  first  presi- 
dent, his  successor  and.  ear- 
lier this  week,  its  chief 
executive.  ■ ’ • 

Such  personnel  changee 
—blamed  largely  on  politi- 
cal man  oeuvrings— do  not 
bode  well  for  Sydney 2000 
being  any  better  organised 
than  toe  widely  criticised. 
1996  Atlanta  games. 

A shark  attack  in  Sydney 
Harbour — where  triath- 
letes are  due  to  swim— only 
tarnished,  toe  toy’s  reputa- 
tion further,  while  criti- 
cism has  even  been  levelled 
at  toe  omission  oflcanger- 
oos  or  koalas  from  the  offi- 
cial mascots. 

But  Sydney  would  have  a 
long  way  to  go  to  match  the 
problems  which  dogged 
previous  games. 

□ Atlanta,  1996:  Despite 
costing  more  than  £1  billion 
and  suffering  appalling 
transport  and  tojgistical 
gremlins,  these  games  are 
due  to  showa  small  profit. 
But  the  excessive  commer- 
cialism, which  overcame 
the  lack  of  state  finance. 


has  been  attacked  by  many 
in  the  Olympic  movement. 

Facilities  worth  £320  mil- 
lion were  provided  for  the 
city  without  taxpayers’ 
money,  but  the  cost  was  felt 
to  be  turning  the  games  into 
a giant  flea  market 

□ Lake  Placid,  7980:  The 
winter  games  almost  came 
to  a halt  because  Of  inade- 
quate public  transport.  All 
the  buses  on  which  the  pub- 
lic relied  were  controlled  by 
one  phone-based  operator. 

□ Montreal.  1976:  This  was 
the  financial  disaster  which 
proved  that  staging  the 
Olympics  could  be  a costly 
prize.  The  cost  originally 
estimated  at  C$250  million 
(about  £100  million),  is  now 
pot  at  C$2.4  billion. 

Mayor  Jean  Drapeau  pre- 
dicted the  Olympics  could 
no  more  make  a loss  than  a 
man  could  have  a baby — 
but  the  bills  are  still  rolling 
in.  The  debt  is  not  expected 
to  be  paid  off  until  2005, 
while  the  provincial  gov- 
emment  still  has  to  subsi- 
dise itto  the  tune  of  CSS  mil- 
lion a year.  And  all  this  for  a 
showpiece  stadium — whose 
roof  was  never  finished. 

Nick  Var  ley 


Army  accused  as  man  shot  after  bomb  attack 


Vhrefc  Cttaudhary 
bt  Belfast 


N investigation  was 
underway  yesterday 
a 19-year-old  man 
was  shot  and  seriously 
wounded  by  undercover  sol- 
diers moments  after  an 
explosion  at  an  RUG  police 
station  in  Coalisland,  Co 
Tyrone. 

The  police  investigation 
will  also  look  at  the  events 
immediately  after  the  shoot- 
ing of  Gareth  Doris,  when  the 
soldiers,  some  of  whom  were 
masked  according  to  eye  wit- 
nesses. opened  fire  with  live 


ammunition  over  the  beads  of 
a crowd  that  gathered. 

Witnesses  claim  Mr  Doris’s 
hands  were  tied  as  he  lay  on 
the  ground  and  a local  doctor 
and  two  nurses  were  refused 
permission  to  attend  to  him 
as  an  ambulance  was  called. 

The  RUC  confirmed  yester- 
day that  security  forces  had 
opened  fire  after  the  perime- 
ter wall  of  the  police  station 
was  attacked  on  Wednesday 
night  with  what  is  believed  to 
have  been  a coffee  jar  bomb 
packed  with  Semtex  explo- 
sives. No  group  has  claimed 
responsibility. 

RUC  officers  were  called  in 
and  opened  fire  with  rubber 


bullets  to  disperse  toe  crowd, 
which  had  become  agitated  at 
the  treatment  of  toe  injured 
man,  who  had  a gunshot 
wound  to  his  stomach. 

Mr  Doris,  who  is  believed  to 
come  from  a well  known 
republican  family  tn  Coalis- 
land, was  taken  to  South  Ty- 
rone hospital.  Co  Down, 
where  he  underwent  emer- 
gency surgery.  A hospital 
spokesman  described  his  con- 
dition as  serious  but  stable. 
He  was  arrested  while  in  hos- 
pital and  is  due  to  be  ques- 
tioned about  the  explosion. 

Two  people  arrested  in  a se- 
curity operation  moments 
after  the  shooting  were  yes- 


terday being  questioned  by 
RUC  detectives.  The  area 
around  the  police  station 
remained  sealed  off  for  most 
of  yesterday  as  army  bomb 
disposal  teams  searched 
neighboaring  buildings. 
Army  checkpoints  were  also 
set  up  on  roads  to  Coalisland. 

Around  150  people  were  at- 
tending the  opening  of  an  arts 
centre  In  Coalisland.  a 
staunch  nationalist  area, 
when  the  device  was  hurled 
at  the  police  station.  Wit- 
nesses said  they  heard  at  least 
10  shots  fired  and  some  sug- 
gested there  was  a second 
explosion,  believed  to  have 
been  an  army  stun  grenade. 


The  RUC  denied  such  a de- 
vice was  used.  The  incident 
has  reopened  the  debate  on 
whether  a shoot-to-kiU  policy 
operates  in  Northern  Ireland 
and  on  the  role  of  undercover 
army  TTnlfo. 

A local  man,  who  did  not 
wish  to  be  named,  described 
hearing  gunfire  and  running 
but  to  see  a man  lying  on  the 
ground.  He  said  four  or  five 
cars  with  plain  clothes  men 
turned  up  as  he  called  an  am- 
bulance. ’’They  were  all 
heavily  armed  and  they 
parked  their -cars  across  toe 
street  and  across  the  footpath. 
Some  of  them  : hint  rnanirc 
across  their  faces,  while 


others  were  wearing  baseball 
caps  with  ‘army’  on  them. 

"One  of  the  men  had  his 
knee  in  the  injured  man’s 
back  and  was  tying  him  up. 
pointing  a gun  to  his  bead.  A 
local  doctor  and  two  nurses 
tried  to  help  him,  but  they 
were  forcibly  driven  back  and 
it  was  at  this  stage  that  the 
crowd  became  agitated  and 
the  armed  men  opened  fire 
above  their  heads.” 

Monsignor  Denis  Faoi,  a 
priest  in  nearby  Dungannon, 
yesterday  described  the 
action  as  "reckless”  and 
called  for  all  undercover  sol- 
diers to  be  withdrawn  from 
Northern  Ireland. 
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FROM  NOW  UNTIL  THE  END  OF  THE  CENTURA  RADIO  3 HIGHUGHTS  THE  COMPOSERS  WHO  REFLECT  THE  VITALITY  AND 
RANGE  OF  20TH  CENTURY  MUSIC.  BOUNDING  THE  CENTURY*  CONTINUES  WITH  OLIVER  KNUSSEN  CONDUCTING 
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‘We  can  see 
these  folk  were 
motivated. 

PTT  professional. 
muter-  They  didn’t  join 
Iwi^i  anyreligious 
jy°  group  to  do 

jfeg  y|~  themselves’ 
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U 11  Bodies  are  loaded  into  a sectm^ran  (top  left)  from  the  Higher  Source  mansion  (above)  in  the  Rancho  Santa  Fe  suburb  of  San  Diego.  California 

now  the  net  closed  on  mass  suicide 


Grew  cut  celibates 
inspired  by  comet 


Christopher  Reed  In 
Rancho  Santa  Fe,  California 

POLICE  have  taken 
away  the  39  bodies 
of  the  Higher 
Source  cult  mem- 
bers who  commit- 
ted'raickle  in  this  California 
millionaires  ’ hideaway,  but 
the  smell  of  putrified  bodies 
lingers  outside  the  mansion 
they  occupied. 

Ti»  mansion  sits  on  a hill- 
side, north  of  San  Diego  amid 


three  acres  of  palm  trees  and 
bougainvillea,  with  a magnifi- 
cent view  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 
But  its  swimming  pool  and 
tennis  court  were  never  used 
by  the  celibate,  crew-cut  dis- 
ciples, young  men  and  women 
who  called  . each  other 
“brother”  and  “sister”,  and 
wore  black  or  white. 

The  bodies,  almost  all  male, 
were  found  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  by  San  Diego 
police,  after  an  anonymous 
tip  from  an  ex-member.  The 
dead,  mainly  young  men  aged 


from  18  to  their  mid-twenties, 
lay  face  up  on  a cot  or  mat- 
tress with  their  arms  by  their 
sides.  They  were  dressed 
alike  in  black  trousers  and 
black  tennis  shoes,  and  each 
had  a triangular  purple 
shroud  over  the  face  and 
chest 

“They  looked  as  if  they 
were  asleep,”  a police  officer 
said. 

Detectives  think  the  39  used 
drugs  to  kill  themselves  over 
a few  days,  ending  on  Monday 
at  the  beginning  of  a “holy 
week”  for  Higher  Source.  The 
ritual  was  inspired  by  the 
recent  arrival  of  the  Hale- 
Bopp  comet  which  the  cult 
believed  concealed  a space 
ship  that  would  take  them  to 
a “higher  evolutionary  level” 
after  they  “shed  their  con- 
tainers [bodies]”. 


One  cult  expert,  Carl 
Kaschke  of  the  University  of 
Denver,  has  disclosed  that  a 
Higher  Source  member  told 
him  recently  that  a “major 
series  of  transformations 
[deaths]”  would  occur  In  the 
next  few  weeks,  starting 
around  Easter,  marking  the 
Buddha’s  birthday  on  May  22, 
and  culminating  during  the 
summer  solstice  In  June. 

It  is  not  yet  known  whether 
the  Higher  Source  leader, 
known  .as  Father  John,  .and 
an  aide.  Brother  Logan,  were 
among  the  dead  in  California 

A former  member  known  as 
Bio  has  told  police  he 
received  two  videos  on  Tues- 
day from  the  cult,  announc- 
ing that  40  of  them  would  be 
“leaving".  The  second  video 
contained,  “joyous”  farewell 
messages,  he  told  police. 


President  Bill  Clinton 
called  the  deaths  ‘‘heart- 
breaking. sickening  ... 
shocking”. 

Neighbours  in  Rancho 
Santa  Fe,  an  exclusive,  gated 
community  for  the  rich,  saw 
little  of  the  cultlsts.  They 
worked  at  computers,  design- 
ing Internet  sites.  To  one  cus- 
tomer, the  manager  of  the  San 
Diego  Polo  Club,  they  ap- 
peared “a  bit  nerdy  but  sin- 
cere and  efficient,  and  their 
work  was  excellent”. 

The  cult  house,  now  on  sale 
for  $1.6  million,  has  nine  bed- 
rooms and  seven  bathrooms, 
and  is  built  in  “Spanish  Medi- 
terranean” style. 

The  community  was  de- 
signed for  privacy,  and  neigh- 
bours include  the  retired  film 
actor  Victor  Mature  and  the 
singer  Patti  Page.  It  was  here 


in  1992  that  the  British  busi- 
nessman and  self-confessed 
Middle  Eastern  spy  Ian  Spiro 
rented  a mansion  and  shot 
dead  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren before  killing  himself 
with  a cyanide  pill, 
apparently  because  of  finan- 
cial worries. 

The  owner  of  the  suicide 
mansion,  businessman  Sam 
Route hesfahanj  rented  it  to 
the  cult  in  October.  Last  year 
be  pleaded  guilty  to  making 
$350,000  in  an  immigration 
fraud  involving  students  from 
the  Middle  East.  He  is  on  bail 
and  is  to  be  sentenced  in  July, 
but  police  do  not  believe  he 
had  religious  connections 
with  Higher  Source. 

The  cult  advertised  itself  on 
the  Internet  with  a logo  fea- 
turing stars  and  nebulae. 
Members  earned  enough  as 


computer  experts  to  pav  the 
rent  of  about  $10,000  a month. 
Three  vehicles  were  parked 
in  the  driveway.  One  bore 
New  Mexico  licence  plates. 

Higher  Source  is  believed 
to  have  chapters  in  New  Mex- 
ico and  Arizona,  but  was  not 
known  to  the  authorities.  Nor 
is  it  believed  to  be  connected 
to  the  Solar  Temple  suicide 
cult,  of  which  74  members 
have  died  in  Europe  and 
north  America,  five  of  them 
earlier  this  month  in  Quebec. 

Psychologists  suggest 
Higher  Source  members  were 
persuaded  to  kill  themselves 
by  a charismatic  leader. 

ha  1978.  when  913  mainly 
American  followers  of  the 
Rev  Jim  Jones  committed  sui- 
cide or  were  murdered  at 
their  commune  in  Guyana, 
most  were  poor  and  many 


were  black.  But  gurus  now 
recruit  people  with  money, 
and  usually  relieve  them  of  it. 

John  Hochman.  a psychia- 
trist and  cult  expert,  dis- 
missed the  idea  that  the  dead 
had  severe  mental  problems. 
“We  can  see  that  these  folk 
were  motivated,  sincere,  pro- 
fessional and  able  to  earn  a 
living,”  he  said. 

They  didn't  join  any  reli- 
gious group  to  do  away  with 
themselves.  This  came  from 
their  leader,  and  these  people 
are  super-conmen  who  can  get 
money,  work,  sexual  favours 
from  their  Dock,  and  even  com- 
pete with  God  and  have  power 
over  life  and  death. 

“The  belief  system  is  irrele- 
vant — space  ships  or  what- 
ever — that’s  just  to  keep  the 
interest  going.  The  creator  is 
the  leader  and  he  is  the  key.” 


‘Nerds’ seek  gateway  to  heaven 


Ian  Katz  in 

New  York  surfs 
for  clues  to  the 
cult’s  appeal 

BY  yesterday  morning 
they  hod  been  dubbed 
"the  computer  cult”. 
While  few  details  have 
emerged  about  the  beliefs  and 
identifies  of  the  39  self-styled 
“monks"  who  apparently 
committed  mass  suicide,  one 
intriguing  fact  was  that  most. 
If  not  all.  were  computer 
whizzes. 

Operating  under  the  name 
Higher  Source,  the  group  de- 
signed and  built  sophisticated 
websites  for  companies  and 
organisations  including  a 
polo  club  and  a car  dealer. 

..  According  to  an  estate 
agent  who  visited  their 
sprawling  mansion,  up  to  10 
members  or  the  group  worked 
in  a single  "computer  room”, 
while  others  worked  at  termi- 
nals in  their  bedrooms. 

The  agent.  Scott  Warren, 


. HizO  -MLER  !■ 

HALE-BOPP  Brings  'Closure  tc: 


Website  ’designed  by  a Higher  Source  member* 


of  comet  Hale-Bopp.  A pas- 
sage on  the  site,  entitled 
Heaven’s  Gate,  reads:  “The 


“might  be  the  one  to  take 
them  away”. 

While  no  evidence  had 


said  the  group’s  apparent  1 joy  that  our  Older  Member  in  emerged  yesterday  firmly 


leader  told  him  members  did 
not  rely  on  outside  financial 
support.  "They  were  self-suf- 
ficient and  did  it  through  the 
computer  work." 


the  Evolutionary  Level  above  linking  the  Heaven’s  Gate  site 
human  {the  ‘Kingdom  of  to  Higher  Source,  the  FBI  said 


Heaven!  has  made  it  clear  to 
ns  that  Hale-Bopp ’s  approach 


it  suspected  the  second  site 
was  produced  by  one  or  more 


Thousands  of  computer  waiting  for ...  We  are  happily 
users  who  yesterday  snarled  prepared  to  leave  this  world’ 


is  the  ’marker’  we’ve  been  group  members. 

waiting  for...  We  are  happily  Under  the  message  "RED 


the  group's  website  in  search 
of  dues  to  the  deaths  were 
-disappointed,  however.  The 
elaborate  site,  featuring  a gal- 
axy of  stars  ;uid  the  words 
“Higher  Source”  in  multico- 
loured lettering,  contains 
tally  a sober  pitch  for  web  de- 


and  go  with  Ti's  crew." 


ALERT.  HALE-BOPP  Brings 
Closure  to:  Heaven's  gate”. 


The  site  also  contains  refer-  the  homepage  of  Heaven’s 


velopment  business.  But  it  Jews  at  Masada  in  AD  TO. 
boasts:  "We  try  to  stay  posi-  According  to  Nick  Matzor- 
tirve  in  everv  circumstance  ids,  the  Los  Angeles  business- 
and  put  the  good  of  a project  man  who  alerted  police  to  the 
above  any  iwrsonal  concerns  suicide,  a.  former  Higher 
or  Critical  ecus."  Source  member  who  works 

Another  website  reportedly  for  him  told  him  group  mem- 
produurd  In-  a Higher  Source  bers  have  believed  for  up  to 
member  appeared  to  link  the  seven  months  that  a DFO  sup- 
mass*  suicide  to  the  approach  posedly  trailing  Hale-Bopp 


i ences  to  the  Branch  Da  vidian  Gate  stated  that  the  approach 
siege  at  Waco,  Texas;  the  of  the  comet  signified  “the 
Hash  between  FBI  agents  and  time  Cbr  the  arrival  of  the 
the  white  supremacist  Randy  spacecraft  from  the  Level 
Weaver  at  Ruby  Ridge.  Idaho;  Above  Human  to  take  us 
and  the  mass  suicide  of  goo  home  to  *Tbeir  World'  — in 
Jews  at  Masada  in  AD  73.  the  literal  Heavens." 

According  to  Nick  Matzor-  A passage  on  suicide  says: 
kls,  the  Los  Angeles  business-  “We  folly  desire,  expect,  and 
man  who  alerted  police  to  the  look  forward  to  boarding  a 
suicide,  a. former  Higher  spacecraft  from  the  Next 


Level  very  soon  [in  our  physi- 
cal bodies].” 

If,  however,  the  group  were 
under  threat,  its  members 


posedly  Waning  Hale-Bopp  I would  consider  “wilful  exit  of  I 


the  body”,  and  members  had 
"mentally  prepared  ourselves 
for  this  possibility”. 

Fringe  religious  and  politi- 
cal sects  were  among  the  first 
to  exploit  the  Internet  At  rel- 
atively little  cost,  they  could 
use  the  global  computer  net- 
work to  publish  their  beliefs 
and  allow  members  to  com- 
municate across  great 
distances. 

The  wilder  shores  of  the 
World  Wide  Web  are  awash 
with  the  rhetoric  and  recruit- 
ment pitches  of  racist  groups, 
militias,  survivalists  and  reli- 
gious cults. 

Anti-cult  groups  have  also 
taken  to  the  Web,  offering 
"deprogramming”  advice  and 
lists  of  “cults".  Higher 
Source  is  not  named  in  any  of 
these  lists. 

What  is  unusnal  about 
Higher  Source  is  that  it  ap- 
peared to  be  using  the  Inter- 
net to  generate  income  rather 
than  to  disseminate  its 
message. 

Other  religious  groups, 
such  as  the  Benedictine 
monks  of  the  remote  Christ  in 
the  Desert  Monastery  in  New 
Mexico,  have  exploited  the 
commercial  potential  of  the 
Internet,  but  none  with  the 
zeal  and  expertise  of  Higher 
Source. 

According  to  one  client, 
Tom  Goodspeed,  the  director 
of  the  San  Diego  Polo  Club, 
several  members  of  the  group 
“cold-called"  him,  seeking  to 
design  the  club’s  website. 

“Their  personal  appearance 
was  a little  bit  odd,  they  all 
liarl  buzz  haircuts  and  their 
dress  was  odd.  but  once  we 
got  to  know  them  they  were 
very  genuine  people  and  very 
talented  at  their  craft” 

Mr  Goodspeed  said  he 
helped  the  group  market  their 
web  production  services  in 
lieu  of  payment  ‘They  cer- 
tainly were  odd  but,  living  in 
California,  odd  is  not  some- 
thing that  is  strange  to  any  of 
us.” 


SAVE  UP  TO  £100  ON  A HOSTESS 
TROLLEY  AND  SPEND 
MORE  TIME  WITH  YOUR  GUESTS. 


"■zz.'Zcri:-  Y-.^y. - :•/ • vYc^-v  . 


OBut  here  he  is,  better  known  in  the  US  than 
at  home.  Tim  Roth  is  a Hollywood  star. 

Roth  will  tell  you  that  he  never  wanted  this, 
or  at  least  that  it  was  never  his  chief  aim,  and 

up  to  a point  you  have  to  believe  him. 

FridavReview  page  4 


If  you’re  buying  a Philips  Hostess  trolley  here’s  a highly  palatable  offer.  £100  off  wood  veneer 
models  HL6240,  HL624I,  HL6242  and  HL6243.  £50  off  model  HL6232  and  £25  off  the  HL6200. 

This  mouth  watering  offer  runs  throughout  March  and  April  1997,  only  in  participating  stores. 
Hostess  trolleys  are  available  at  all  good  department  stores  and  electrical  retailers. 
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4 BRITAIN 


News  in  brief 


Islanders  warned 
not  to  loot  wreck 

EXTRA  police  have  been,  sent  to  guard  cargo  from  a ship 
aground  off  the  Isles  of  Stilly,  and  islanders  have  been  warned 
they  face  prosecution  if  goods  taken  are  not  returned.  The  Gita 
hit  rocks  off  Port  Hellick  Bay  on  St  Mary’s  on  Wednesday.  Since 
then  containers  have  been  coming  ashore  with  everything 
from  toys,  tyres  and  computer  parts,  to  clothes  and  shoes.  Eight 
Devon  and  Cornwall  police  officers  were  on  the  islands  yester- 
day to  help  the  two  regular  and  two  special  officers  there  make  a 
note  of  who  was  taking  what  from  the  beaches. 

A police  spokesman  said;  “We  are  confident  that  the  island- 
ershave  been  displaying  their  usual  helpfulness  to  the  emer- 
gency services  by  removing  property  Tor  safe  keeping  to  avoid 
it  being  swept  back  Into  the  sea  at  the  turn  of  the  tide."  People 
would  be  asked  to  return  property  once  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  storage.  “In  the  unexpected  arcnrostanres  that  some- 
one does  not,  criminal  proceedings  will  be  considered." 


Twins  lose  privacy  action 

RECLUSIVE  twins  David  and  Frederick  Barclay,  owners  of  the 
London  Rttz  and  the  Scotsman,  have  beat  ordered  to  pay  the  . 
Observer  and  Journalist  John  Sweeney  2tyXX>  francs,  about  ££200. 
after  losing  a breach,  of  privacy  action  in  the  French  courts. 

The  twins  had  sought  l million  francs  damages  far  an  Observer 
article  by  Mr  Sweeney  in  September  1996,  on  the  hasis  that  the 
newspaper  is  sold  in  Prance.  But  the  Tribunal  de  Grande  Instance 
de  Paris  yesterday  ruled  that  the  matter  was  outside  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  ordered  that  the  twins  pay  costs  and  damages. 

Earlier  this  year,  a French  court  ordered  Mr  Sweeney  pay  the 
twins 20,000  franca  damages  tor  slandering  than  on  BBC  Radio 
Guernsey,  which  can  he  heard  in  France.  — Sue  Quinn 


Parish  gets  tough  on  vandals 

A PARISH  axiiual  is  to  sue  the  parents  of  an  U-yeaixdd  boy  after 
they  failed  to  pay  £80  to  replace  a dog  litter  bin  destroyed  with  a 
firework.  “The  methane  from  the  waste  caused  itto  go  up  10m  a 
bomb”  said  John  Fletcher,  chairman  of  the  council  ra  Ringmer, 
East  Sussex.  ‘There  was  metal  and  mess  flying  everywhere." 

The  blast  followed  vandalism  to  the  village  bus  atop,  seats  and 
litterbins.  When  two  11-yeaiMjlds  were  cautioned  by  police  over 
the  bin,  the  council  told  their  p&raits  to  pay  for  it  One  family  did, 
but  now  the  council  Is  to  tafcelegal  action  against  the  other.  Mr 
Fletcher  said:  “The  parish  has  paid  for  repairs  until  now.  But 
enough  is  enough." 


Hunt  for  boy  ‘bombers’ 

THREE  schoolboys  are  being  hunted  by  police  after  a metal  bar 
smashed  into  a motorist’s  windscreen  on  Wednesday.  The  three, 
aged  12  to  14,  were  seen  running  from  a bridge  over  the  A19 
bypass  near  Hasting  Hill  in  Sunderland. 

Drtlnsp  Gavin  Bedley  warned  they  faced  being  dealt  with 
‘‘very  severely1’,  as  the  bombing  could  have  resulted  in  serious 
injury  or  death.  “It  was  only  through  good  fortune  that  the  bar  did 
not  smash  through  the  windscreen  and  the  driver  was  aMetostop 
safely.  The  road  was  very  busy,  and  there  could  have  been  a major 

accident." 


Tourist  lure  opens  amid  discord 


idoq  They . are ' threatening 
legal  action.  - 

to  evidence,  they  have  pro- 
duced ii  reference  forMr  Tar- 
aftter,  written  by  Lisa-Jane 
Station,  the  general  manager. 


" *3  rw,  .7.1 .1  j 


responsibility  for  a £450,000 
pre-opening  retail  budget. 

tt:«mtihue9:_“He;was  the 
lead  manager  in  the  planning 
<if  : mip-rnhandtae.  mix  and 
selection  and  purchase  of 
pn^irf  lines  ...  It  is  with 
deep  regret  that  commercial 
influences  have  resulted  in 
the  jrtfw  of  such  a talented 
retail  manager.”. 

: They  have  also  produced  an 
earlier  letter  from  Mr  Tar- 
afder  informing  them  there 
hftrf  been  a delay  to  the  shop's 
construction  but  assuring 
tfrpra  their  orders  had  not 
been  cancelled. 

■ The  crafts  people  claim  that 
managers  of  foe  aquarium 
have  refused  to  discuss  the 
matter  with  them  and  have 
returned  registered  znalL 

Yesterday  no  one  from  Lon- 
don Aquarium,  part  of  the  Jap- 
anese Shirayama  Corporation, 
was  available  for  comment 
• But  Philip  Gardner,  whose 
company  was  contracted  to 
supply  £4,000  of  ceramics, 
said;  “If  they  had  approached 
this  problem  in  an  honour- 
able and  professional  way,  it 
could  all  have  been  sorted  out 
amicably.  Instead  they  have 

ns  liln»  thin 

Carole  Hamilton,  who  re- 
ceived an  order  for  £2,000  of 
hand-made  ceramics,  said; 
‘This  was  toy  first  big  order; 
It  was  going  to  set  me  up.” 

The  artisans  are  backed  by 
Mb-  Tarafder,  . who  remains 
unemployed  and  is  consider- 
ing bringing  a libel  action 
a&iinst  London  Aquarium. 


Daily  Mail  chief  to  chair  ITN 

SIR  David  English,  chairman  of  Associated  Newspapers,  which 

piiMiiilw  the  Dally  Mall,  in  tetelm  rarer  thrtrthwirmarahlpriflTN 

next  week.  He  succeeds  Gerry  Robinson,  chairman  of  the  Gra- 
nada Group,  who  has  held  the  post  for  two  years.  The  parent 
group  of  Associated  Newspapers  holds  20  per  cent  oflTN’s  shares. 

Sir  David,  editor  of  the  Mail  for  21  years,  is  foe  first  non-lTV 
shareholder  to  become  ITN’s  chairman.  — Andrew  Cuff 


Star  tickled  by  role  in  ER 

EWAN  McGregor  has  got  himself  a bit  part  in  ER,  the  TV  series 
set  in  a Chicago  hospital.  “I  really  like  ER,”  said  the  star  of 
Trainspotting.  "I  thought  it  would  he  a laugh  to  see  myself  in  an 
episode  with  all  the  people  Tm  used  to  waufoing  in  it”  Next  month 
be  plays  “a  Scottish  maniac”  visiting  his  cousin  when  die  grocery 
robbery  they  plan  goes  violently  wrong 


Coroner’s  Dl  Y cot  warning 

PARENTS  should  be  careful  how  they  put  together  self-assemble 
cots,  a coroner  warned  after  recording  a verdict  of  misadventure 
cm  a five-month-old  baby  found  dead  by  his  mother  in  his  col- 
lapsed coL  Mary  TaQerizte  had  put  foe  cot  together  herself  for  her 
son.  Benjamin. 

A police  officer  who  visited  the  family  home  in  FrankweU. 
Shropshire,  found  the  cot  was  unstable  because  It  was  wrongly 
assembled.  David  Crawford-darke.  coroner  for  mid  and  north 
west  Shropshire,  said:  “It  Is  essential  to  make  sure  that  nothing  is 
going  to  give  way.” 


Hippocratic  Oath  to  be 
axed  as  new  vows  seek 
to  reflect  modem  values 


Chris  MMi 
and  Gary  Yotmge 

RTTISH  doctors  are 
bidding  farewell  to 
the  Greek  god, 
Apollo,  and  to  the 
lyrical  prose  of 
their  ancient  guide  to  con- 
duct, foe  Hippocratic  Oath,  to 
an  attempt  to  reflect  more 
closely  modern  day  realities. 

The  first  draft  of  the  new 
version,  drawn  up  by  foe  Brit- 
ish Medical  Association  and 
unveiled  yesterday,  aims  to 
overcome  national,  ethnic 
and  religious  boundaries  by 
focusing  on  widely  shared 
values. 


It  is  hoped  the  new  wording 
will  be  adapted  by  nurses, 
paramedics  and  other  health 
professionals.  - 

The  BMA  has  been  cam- 
paigning for  five  years  for  a 
revised  version  of  foe  oath.' 
and  has  gathered  examples  of 
ethical  codes  from  around  foe 
world,  with  common  points 
being  integrated  into  foe  new 
version. 

The  new  oath  would  recog- 
nise abortion  — which  was 
denied  to  foe  original  — and 
the  fact  that  prolonging  life  is 
not  always  paramount. 

Many  medical  colleges  no 
longer  require  trainee  doctors 
to  swear  the  oath  on  qualify-' 
ing,  believing  it  to  be  out  of 


touch  with  medical  practice.' 
But  penned  in  the  language  of 
20th  century  bureaucracy,  the 
new  oath  has  lost  all  the  liter- 
ary flourishes  of  the  5th  cen- 
tury original,  which  begins: 
“I  swear  by  Apollo  the  physi- 
cian. and  Aesculapius  and 
Health,  and  All-heal  and  all 
the  gods  and  go  desses,  that, 
.according  to  my  ability  and 
judgment,  I will  keep  this 
Oath  and  this  stipulation." 

It  continues:  “With  purity 
and  holiness  I will  pass  my 
life  and  practise  my  Art" 
to  contrast  the  draft  new 
one  begins:  ‘The  practice  of 
medicine  is  a privilege  which 
carries  important  responsibil- 
ities. All  doctors  should  ob- 
serve the  core  values  of  the 
profession  which  centre  on 
the  duty  to  help  sick  people 
and  to  avoid  harm.” 

Sandy  Macara,  chairman  of 
the  BMA  council,  said  yester- 
day: “It  is  as  important  now  as 
ever  it  was  for  doctors  to  have 
an  agreed  statement  of  ethical 
principles.  On  qualifying,  doc- 


tors need  such  a statement  to 
maim  a public  commitment  to 
the  professional  responsibil- 
ities they  are  assuming. 

“The  value  of  this  update 
will  be  all  the  greater  if  it 
comes  into  use  by~  every  doc- 
tor qualifying  from  every 
madiR«T  school  in  the  world.” ' 

But  foe  former  chairman  of 
the  BMA’s  professorial  stan- 
dards committee  yesterday 
described  the  mil*  as  one  of 
“the  most  restrictive  trade 
union  ideas  in  history. 

“It  is  a catalogue  of  restric- 
tive practices  dressed  up  as  a 
series  of  oaths.  I thought  we 
had  grown  out  of  that."  said 
Micahel  O'Donnell,  a Surrey- 
based  doctor  who  is  currently 
writing  a Sceptics  Medical 
Dictionary. 

The  BMA  was  asfcwi  to 
revise  the  oath  by  the  World 
Medical  Association,  as  part 
of  a wider  revision  of  its  in- 
ternational code  of  medical 
ethics,  known  as  the  Geneva 
Declaration,  which  was 
drawn  up  50  years  ago. 


Sharing  the  secret 


Original  oath:  *T  will  give 
no  deadly  medicine  to  any- 
one if  asked,  nor  suggest 
any  such  counsel;  and  in 
like  manner  I wHtnot  give 
to  a woman  a pe^aryto 
produce  abortion." 

New  oath:  “J  recognise  the 
special  value  of  human  life  . 
but  I also  know  that  the  - 
prolongation  of  human  Hfte 
Is  not  the  only  aim  of  health 
care.  Where  abortion  Is  per- 
mitted, r agree  that  it 
should  take  place  only 
wilhin  an  ethical  and  legal 
framework." 

Old  oath:  "Whatever,  in  . 
connection  with  it,  I see  or 
hear , in  the  life  of  men, 
which  ought  not  to  be 
spoken  of  abroad.  I will  not 
divulge,  as  reckoning  that 
an  such  should  be  kept 
secret.” 

| 

New  oath:  "I  will  do  my  — 


best  to  maintain  confidenti- 
ality about  aU  patients.  If 
there  are  overriding 
reasons' which  prevent  my 

keeping  a patient's  conn-  . 
dentiality  I win  explain 
them.” 

Old  oath:  "Into  whichever 
house  I enter,  I will  go  Into 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sick  and  will  abstain  from 
every  voluntary  act  of  mis- 
chief and  corruption;  and  : 
further,  from  the  seduction 
of  females,  or  males,  or 
freemen  or  slaves." 

New  oath:  “My  profes- 
sional judgment  will  be  ex- 
ercised as  independently  as 
possible  and  not  be  Influ- 
enced by  political  pressure 
nor  by  factors  such  as  the 
social  standing  of  the  pa- 
tient. 1 will  not  put  personal 
profit  or  advancement 
above  my  duty  to  patients.” 


Airport  runway 
protest  wins 
court  reprieve 


David  Ward 

SWAMFY  and  more  than 
50  other  protesters  op- 
posed to  foe  building  of 
a new  runway  for  Manchester 
airport  won  a two-week 
reprieve  yesterday  when  the 
hearing  of  an  attempt  to  evict 
them  from  their  tunnels  and 
tree  houses  was  adjourned. 

Bailiffs  under  the  direction 
of  the  Under  Sheriff  of  Chesh- 
ire are  now  unlikely  to  make 
a move  against  six  camps  on 
the  banks  of  foe  river  Bollin 
before  May. 

The  airport  and  the  runway 
contractors.  Tarmac  and 
Amec,  went  to  foe  High  Court 
to  Manchester  to  seek  a pos- 
session order  for  land  the  air- 
port owns  dose  to  the  exist' 
ing  runway.  In  legal  notices 
posted  at  the  camps,  they 
named  only  Daniel  Hooper, 
better  known  as  Swampy, 
hero  of  foe  A30  tunnels  to 
Devon,  and  “persons 
unknown”. 

The  activists  turned  up  in 
force  intending  to  argue  that 
work  should  not  start  during 
the  bird-nesting  season;  that 
the  contractors  have  not  put 
alternative  footpaths  in  place; 
that  a possession  order  would 
prejudice  a possible  judicial 
review;  and  that,  under  Euro- 
pean law,  they  had  foe  right 
of  peaceful  assembly  on  the 
land. 

But  no  cases  were  put.  In 
chambers.  District  Judge 
David  Shannon  agreed  to  a 
request  for  an  adjournment  to 
April  10  when  the  60  activists 
who  packed  the  court  sought 
the  right  to  be  Individually 
named  in  the  action.  They 
have  until  April  8 to  supply 


Researchers  find  women  cured  of  depression  suffered  it  again  when  deprived  of  protein  tryptophan 

Depression  blamed  on  diet 


affidavits  indicating  why  they 
should  not  be  evicted. 

As  they  arrived,  the  protest- 
ers. stained  with  mud  and 
smelling  of  woodsmoke.  were 
barred  from  foe  court  by  offi- 
cials and  police.  Angry  ex- 
changes followed,  with  Mr 
Maile  crying:  "They  are  stop- 
ping the  defendants  attending 
their  own  case.  It’s  a travesty 
of  justice. . . ’’ 

When  told  that  Daniel 
Hooper  (who  was  not  present) 
would  be  allowed  in,  many  of 
the  campaigners  cried:  Tm 
Daniel  Hooper.”  Mr  Hooper 
has  been  charged  with  dam- 
aging a fence  at  the  site  and 
has  defied  bail  conditions  to 
return  to  work  on  a tunneL 

“All  they  want  to  do  is  stop 
us  presenting  our  case,”  said 
Tom  BombadilL  King  Arthur 
Uther  Pendragon.  clad  in 
white  druidical  robes  and 
wearing  Excalibur  by  his 
side,  added:  “If  people  are  liv- 
ing  there  [In  the  camps],  they 
should  be  allowed  to  give 
their  view  in  court” 

The  protesters  were  finally 
allowed  in  after  the  judge  or- 
dered that  they  sign  forms 
identifying  themselves  as  res- 
pondents In  the  case. 

The  two-week  delay  will  be 
extended  if  the  possession 
order  is  granted,  because  in- 
evitably foe  protesters  will 
appeaL 

Protesters  skirmished  with 
police  this  week  as  contrac- 
tors continued  to  erect  an  8ft- 
high  fence  around  the  perime- 
ter of  the  planned  runway, 
which  will  cost  £172  mflllon. 
The  six  camps  are  named 
! Plywood,  Water  Rat  Bollin 
Wood,  Zion  Tree.  WQd  Garlic, 
and  Sir  Cliff  Richard  OBE 
Vegan  Revolution. 


Chris  NUMB 

Medical  Correspond  ant 


SLIMMING  diets 
may  lead  to  depres- 
sion in  women  al- 
ready prone  to  it  by 
depriving  their 
brains  of  vital  proteins  which 
control  mood  chemicals, 
researchers  say  today. 

The  researchers  have 
looked  at  foe  role  of  the  pro- 
tein tryptophan,  found  in 
many  foods.  It  is  necessary  to 
make  foe  brain  messenger 
chemical  serotonin.  A diet 
low  in  tryptophan  can  trigger 
depression  in  vulnerable 
people  by  reducing  the 


amount  of  serotonin  in  the 
brain,  say  the  doctors. 

“Even  modest  changes  in 
serotonin  activity  of  the  type 
produced  by  dieting  could 
have  adverse  effects  in  those 
vulnerable  to  clinical  depres- 
sion.” the  researchers  warn. 

Katy  Smith  and  colleagues, 
from  foe  psychopbarmacol- 
ogy  research  unit  at  Little- 
more  hospital,  Oxford,  looked 
at  15  women  who  had  suffered 
from  recurrent  depression  in 
the  past  but  bad  recovered 
and  were  no  longer  taking 
medication. 

The  women  had  tryptophan 
levels  in  their  blood  mea- 
sured, then  were  given  only  a 
diet  of  two  liquid  mixtures. 


Foods  that  are  rich  in  tryptophan 


• Tryptophan  is  one  of  eight 
amino  adds  the  body  cannot 
manufacture  but  has  to 
acquire  from  food.  It  is 
plentiful  In  milk  and  turkey. 
Other  tryptophan-rich  foods 
include  soya  beans,  cottage 
cheese,  chicken  liver, 
pumpkin  seeds,  tofti, 
aUTumds.  peanuts  and 
brewer's  yeast. 


Tryptophan  supplements 
used  to  be  sold  as  a kind  of 
natural  tranquilliser,  but 
were  banned  in  the  1980s 
after  hundreds  of  people 
contracted  a rare  disease 
and  24  of  them  died.  The 
manufacturing  process  was 
Grand  to  be  responsible,  but 
the  substance  remains 
banned  in  tablet  form. 


one  with  tryptophan  and  the  I hour  for  the  next  seven  hours. 


other  without 


The  researchers  say  In  the 


The  tests  were  conducted  a Lancet  that  foe  tryptophan- 
week  apart,  with  the  women's  free  mixture  caused  a drop  in 
mood  being  examined  every  tryptophan  in  the  blood- 


stream of 75  percent  Ten  of 
foe  women  experienced  a full 
return  of  depressive  symp- 
toms, and  a further  five  a 

partial  recurrence,  although 
no  changes  were  seen  after 
drinking  the  nutritionally 
balanced  mixture. ' 

. The  women  with  the  foil 
relapses  said  they  experi- 
enced the  same  depressive 
thoughts  they  had  suffered 
when  previously  depressed. 

The  psychiatrists  say:  “Our 
findings  suggest -that  patients 
who  have  had  major  depres- 
sion are  unusually  vulnerable 
to  recurrence  of  symptoms 
after  blood*  tryptophan 
deletion.”  

The  doctors  add  that  In 


healthy  women  a dirt  of  i;ooo 
calories  in  which  carbohy-' 
drate  Is  restricted  can  de- 
crease blood  levels  of  trypto- 
phan to  the  degree  that 
serotonin  levels  are  altered. 

“If  decreases  in  serotonin 
function  can  trigger  depres- 
sive episodes  in  predisposed 
individuals,  there  might  be 
implications  for  prevention  of 
depression  in  drug  treat- 
ments that  influence  seroto- 
nin activity.” 

They  conclude:  “It  is  poss- 
ible that  dietary  and  other  en- 
vironmental manipulations 
that  enhance  brain  serotonin 
function  might  exert  protec- 
tive effects  in  those  at  risk  df 
depressive  episodes.” 


Hiah  prices  ‘threaten  elver  stocks’  c,°n)yc3"Yif9af,ro° 


Complaints  of  fighting  on 
crowded  riverbanks  as  eels 
fetch  £1 75  a kilo  from  abroad 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 

SOARING  prices  of  a 
once  popular  West 
Country  delicacy  have 
brought  a new  and  sometime 
violent  breed  of  fisherman  to 
the  tidal  waters  which  Hart- 
ley Everett  has  been  fishing 
for  the  past  50  years. 

“If  you  have  a good  spot 
everyone  wants  to  muscle 
in,”  he  laments.  ‘There  has 
been  a considerable  amount 
of  fighting  up  and  down  the 
river." 

Mr  Everett  comes  from 


Longney,  a small  village  on 
the  river  Severn  southwest  of 
Gloucester. 

At  this  time  of  year,  as  for 
generations  past  local  elver 
fishermen  can  be  seen  at 
night  casting  their  nets  from 
the  banks  in  pursuit  of  the 
baby  eels  that  make  their  way 
upriver  during  one  of  na- 
ture’s most  extraordinary 
journeys. 

But  the  banks  now  some- 
times resemble  a boxing  ring, 
as  outsiders,  some  from  as  far 
away  as  Cardiff  and  Birming- 
ham. jostle  for  foe  best  posi- 
tion from  which  to  land  a 


catch  currently  fetching  £176 
a kilo. 

Locals  complain  of  being 
harassed  by  aggressive 
“townies”  accompanied  by 
dogs,  and  of  reed  beds,  trees 
and  fences  being  damaged  in  , 
an  effort  to  get  to  the  elvers..  - < 

Mr  Everett  says  that  when  j 
be  started  fishing  after  the  I 
war  fishermen  would  just1 
leave  their  nets  on  the  bank. 

"If  you  turn  your  back  now 
it  disappears  within  min- 
utes.” Mr  Everett  said: . 
“There  are  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  people  every 
night  standing  three  or  four 
yards  apart  on  the  bank  for 
miles.  They  are  devastating, 
the  stocks.  I have  begged  the 
Environment  Agency  either 
to  bring  in  a dosed  season  or 
restrict  the  number  of  li- 
cences to  give  the  poor  sods  a 


chance  to  get  up  the  river.” 

The  arrival  of  the  baby  eels 
In  the  Severn  and  other  West 
Country  rivers  forms  part  of  j 
an  extraordinary  life  cycle 
that  begins  in  the  Sargasso 
sea  off  the  coast  of  Central 
America,  where  the  eels  mi-  j 
grate  to  spawn  In  a journey  i 
that  can  take  up  to  three 
years. 

Until  as  recently  as  the  fate 
1970s  elvers  were  caught  on  i 
. the  Severn  mainly  for  local ; 
consumption.  But  a burgeon- 
ing export  market  for  live  I 
baby  eels  to  restock  lakes  and 
rivers  in  Europe,  and  more  ; 
recently  to  China  and  the  Fbt  j 
East,  sent  the  price  soaring  I 
from  around  £10  a kilo.  ! 

Last  year  the  prfce~:kit  -an 
unsustainable  £280  before  j 
retreating  to  the  present  i 
level  --! 


Tim  Radford 
Science  Editor 


HALE  BOPP;  foe  comet 
now  heading  for  Ifa  clos- 


est approach  to  the  Sun  be- 
fore it  swings  off  Into  outer 
space  for  2^00  years'—  could 
be  carrying  a cargo  qf-hydro- 
gen  cyanide,  scientists  report 
today. 

Astronomers  have'  detected, 
a ga$.  cyanogen,,  possibly, 
caused  by  the  breakup  of  hy- 
drogen cyanide  trapped  in  the* 
ice,  dust  and  methane  of  the 
huge  comet,  foe.  US  journal 
Science,  reports. 

Other  groups  have  also  dis- 
covered grains  of  crystalline 
silica  in  the  ghostly  tail  of  foe 
frozen  visitor  from,  the  edge  of 
deep  space:  this  means  flat  at. 
one  time,  perhaps  bfflion 


years  ago  when  the  solar  sys- 
tem formed  from  a nebula  of 
star  dust,  the  silica  was  very 
hot 

And  terms -of  observers 
using  the  Hubble  space  tele- 
scope report  that  huge  sudden 
bursts  of.  dust  are  being 
spewraf  from -the-  comet’s  nu- 
cleus as  bits  of  the  surface  are 
heated  by  the  Sun.  In  erne 
hour,  in  September  last  year. 
Hubble  cameras  spotted  an 
eight-fold  increase  in  foe  dust 
and  gas  jetting  from  the 
surface. 

Hale  Bopp  was  at  its  closest 
to-  foe  Earth  on  March . 22, 
when  it  was  120  million  miles 
away,  it  will  be  etosesf  to  the 
SuiLon  April  l and  is  likely  to 
get  brighter-  By '-the  time  It 
leaves  the  solar  system,  JHale 
Bopp  win  be'  the  most  studied 
comet  everi-  " 
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McheelWhlte 
and  Emn  MacAskin 

B ACONSFIELD 
Post  Office  will  en- 
joy a surge  of  busi- 
ness this  weekend 
as  wannabe  MPs, 
ex-MPs  and  current  MPs  flood 
the  local  Conservative  Associ- 
ation with  compelling  letters 
about  their  claims  to  Inherit 
Tim  Smith’s  comfortable 
Home  Counties  seat. 

Mr  Smith,  the  disgraced 
former  minister  who  admit- 
ted taking  £25,000  from  Har- 
rods  owner  Moh&med  A1 
Fayed,  resigned  on  Wednes- 
day as  MP.  Aspiring  candi- 
dates are  wary  about  admit- 
ting they  are  putting  their 
names  forward,  but  others 
are  promoting  likely  col- 
leagues for  the  shortlist  The 
seat  has  a handsome  notional 
Tory  majority  — on  revised 
boundaries — of 23,864. 

Among  those  hotly  tipped  is 
Martin  Howe,  barrister 
nephew  of  the  farmer  foreign 
secretary,  who  is  as  passion- 
ately opposed  to  European 
federalism  as  Unde  Geoffrey 
is  in  favour  of  it  He  is  likely 
to  face  stiff  opposition  from  as 
many  as  three  MPs  who  have 
not  yet  found  a constituency 
in  the  1995-97  round  of  musi- 
cal chairs. 

Delrdre  Holloway,  Beacons- 
field's  party  chairman,  said 
die  and  her  colleagues  hoped 
to  appoint  a candidate  at  a 
nwoftng  nest  Friday.  A selec- 
tion meeting  will  produce  a 
shortlist  on  Tuesday. 

With  a handful  of  safe 
labour  seats  also  becoming 
vacant  thanks  to  last-minute 
decisions  to  step  down,  hope 
will  also  surge  among  home- 
less Labour  veterans  like 
Bryan  Davies.  Norman 
Hogg's  late  departure  from 
Cumbernauld  and  Kilsyth  ! 
opens  a chance  in  Scotland's 
central  belt 

Mr  Hogg  denied  reports  be 
had  come  under  pressure 
from  the  party  leadership  to  | 


stand  down  because  he  is 
anti-devolution.  He  has  ex- 
pressed hostility  towards  the 
nationalist  wing  of  his  party, 
hut  said  he  was  standing 
down  for  personal  reasons. 

An  all-women  shortlist  has 
been  drawn  up  and  the  ballot 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday.  The 
leading  contenders  are  Rhona 
Brankin  and  Rosemary 
MacKenna.  both  Blairite 
loyalists. 

In  the  distant  South-east 
Piers  Merchant's  seat  in 
Beckenham,  where  the  new 
boundaries  push  up  the  no- 
tional Tory  majority  in  the 
Kent  suburb  from  Ts.flflg  in 
1992  to  22,813,  may  also  foil 

vacant,  a tempting  pfrim  for 
footloose  Tories. 

Chief  among  them,  and 
with  only  a slender  r»h  anew  in 
Beacon  sfi  eld,  is  the  Northern 
Ireland  security  minister.  Sir 
John  Wheeler,  aged  56,  whose 
Westminster  North  seat  is  to 
disappear  under  Boundary 
Commission  changes.  He  is 
now  the  only  seatless 
minister. 

Hartley  Booth,  60.  MP  for 
Finchley  — soon  to  disappear 
— since  1992,  may  also  apply, 
as  might  Michael  Stephen, 
who  voluntarily  vacated  safe 
Shoreham  for  something  bet- 
ter, but  failed  to  find  it  An- 
other boundary  victim,  Davy- 
bulme’s  Winston  Churchill, 
has  also  been  touted  on  the 
Tory  grapevine.  Rightwing 
populist  Terry  Dicks,  whose 
Hayes  and  Harlington  seat 
I goes,  is  yet  to  find  another. 

In  similar  mould  is  Tim 
Janman,  who  lost  Thurrock 
! to  Labour  in  1992.  and  failed 
to  get  Relgate  when  Sir 
George  Gardiner  was  ousted. 
Some  Tories  mention  two 
bright  byelection  losers  who 
are  moving  on,  Graham  Pos- 
tles  (Dudley  West)  and  Jimmy 
James  (SE  Staffs). 

Mrs  Holloway  said  such 
candidates  would  get  their 
chance.  “You  never  know 
what  is  going  to  happen  and 
at  the  moment  there  is  no  ob- 
vious candidate.”  : 


: ^4 


‘If  he  was  single,  it  would 
be  different.  It’s  a bit  stupid 
just  before  the  election’ 

Owen  Bowcott  tests  mood  of  Piers  Merchant’s  constituents 

r(t  > I ITH  aurlns  an-  stituency  surgeries.”  said  a l number  of  other  faults,”  he 
k k \/\l  preaching  birds  locksmith  who  had  livedin  said. 

V V mid  animate  are  9“  town  for  22  years.  "The  Letters  of  support  were  also 


Piers  Merchant  facing  the  press  with  his  wife  Helen  early  yesterday  after  the  story  broke 


Troubled  times  for  maverick 
rightwinger  who  once  led 
strike,  spent  week  on  dole,  and 
showed  sympathy  for  jobless 


Michael  White 
and  Owen  Bowcott 

Friends  and  foes  of 
Piers  Merchant  were 
agreed  on  one  thing  last 
night:  the  MP  for  Becken- 
ham since  1992,  a retread 
from  North-east  politics  of 
the  80s,  is  a hard-working 
constituency  MP  whose  fall 
from  grace  with  a nightclub 
hostess  has  caught  them  by 
surprise. 

• As  a student,  Mr  Mer- 
chant flirted  with  far-right 


| politics,  according  to  the 
1 anti-fascist  publication. 
Searchlight,  thongh  he 
1 later  denounced  that  nlaim 
as  “malicious  and  untrue.** 

But  if  Mr  Merchant  is  a 
rightwinger  (“very  right- 
wing,**  a fellow-Tory  MP  in- 
sisted last  night),  he  is  an 
nnnsnfil  one. 

For  one  thing  he  led  a 
journalists'  strike  when  he 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  New- 
castle Journal,  a career 
move  for  which  Margaret 
Thatcher  reproached  him. 

More  than  that,  media 


colleagues  recalled  be  was 
pro-student,  supportive  of 
the  unemployed,  a compas- 
sionate Conservative  from 
a modest  background  who 
preferred  the  pastoral  side 
of  his  MP*s  work  both  in 
Newcastle  Central  (1983-87) 
and  in  suburban  Kent 
Andrew  Roth,  veteran  edi- 
tor of  Parliamentary  Pro- 
files, suggested  that  his 
early  membership  of  the 
Monday  Club  and  other 
rightwing  ties  were  part  of 
an  aspiring  MP*s  means  of 
picking  up  support  Mr  Roth 
said  last  night:  “He  is  an 
eager  beaver  and  enjoyed 
his  parliamentary  work.  I 
rather  liked  the  guy.” 

Now  aged  46.  the  MP  mar- 
ried an  accountant  Helen, 
in  1997.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren and  were  photo- 
graphed together  early  yes- 


£ C \ A | ITH  spring  ap- 
1/1#  preaching  birds 
V V and  animals  are 
attempting  to  breed,”  a con- 
servation sign  on  the  fence 
outside  South  Norwood 
Country  Park  declared 
yesterday. 

But  the  windswept  scrub- 
land, where  the  local  Conser- 
vative MP,  Piers  Merchant 
was  photographed  earlier  this 
week  canoodling  with  a 
blonde  1 7-year-old  nightclub 
hostess,  was  yesterday  given 
over  to  constituents  walking 
their  dogs. 

"If  be  was  a single  mao.  it 
would  be  different  Good  luck 
to  him,"  a middle-aged  Con- 
servative supporter  remarked 
on  seeing  the  allegedly  In- 
criminating pictures.  "But 
since  he’s  married.  I’d  have  to 
think  about  voting  for  him  in 
future.  It's  a bit  stupid  just 
before  the  election.” 

The  mood  among  true  blue 
voters  in  Beckenham,  south- 
east London,  was  more  one  of 
sorrow  than  anger.  Outside 
the  Conservative  Club,  lunch- 
time drinkers  returning  to 
work  were  disappointed. 

"1  met  Mr  Merchant  four 
weeks  ago  at  one  of  his  con- 


fcerday,  after  the  Sun’s  team 
had  struck  in  what  was 
clearly  a tabloid  set-up  in 
conjunction  with  17-yearuld 
Anna  Cox,  the  hostess  in  the 
case,  who  had  apparently 
worked  for  the  MP. 

Photos  were  taken  by  the 
Sun  to  “prove”  her  allega- 
tions, a detail  which 
angered  some  MPs  who  also 
argued  that  sexual  miscon- 
duct was  neither  Illegal  nor 
confined  to  Tory  members. 

“What  about  Paddy  Ash- 
down? He  confessed  to 
adultery.  And  Emma  Nich- 
olson was  cited  in  a div- 
orce. What  gives  them  the 
right  to  be  so  sanctimo- 
nious?” one  MP  said  bit- 1 
terly  last  night 

Mr  Merchant  was  not  giv- 1 
ing  np  without  a fight  yes- 
terday and  appeared  to 
have  some  local  support:  a i 


stituency  surgeries.”  said  a 
locksmith  who  had  lived  in 
the  town  for  22  years.  "The 
guy  was  roost  helpful  and 
down  to  earth.  Very  genuine. 
But  if  be  was  dumb  enough  to 
get  set  up  coming  up  to  a gen- 
eral election,  it's  very  differ- 
ent to  mid-term  when  it 
would  all  be  forgotten  in  a 
couple  of  weeks.  1 just  feel  sad 
for  the  guy.” 

Nearby  Mr  Merchant’s  peb- 
ble-dashed. detached  home 
was  under  siege  by  the  media. 
Curtains  were  drawn,  the 
glass  porch  locked  and  the 
front  door  shielded  by  a 
clump  of  pampas  grass. 

Builders  working  across 
the  road  took  advantage  of  the 
publicity  to  place  their  com- 
pany’s business  placard 
against  the  grille  of  the  MP’s 
plunvcotoured  Civic  Honda  in 
the  paved  driveway. 

A woman  delivering  letters 
of  support  dashed  up  to  the 
letterbox  past  waiting  jour- 
nalists and  pleaded:  "Can  you 
mind  the  plants,”  before 
disappearing. 

The  local  vicar.  Nick 
Wynne-Jones.  also  delivered  a 
note.  “It's  a great  pity  when 
people  over-emphasise  sexual 
faults  when  there  are  a great 
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Yesterday's  Sun  detailing 
Merchant’s  alleged  affair 

crucial  element  for  any  MP 
in  any  sort  of  trouble. 

In  the  mid-1980s  he  spent 


□umber  of  other  faults,”  be 
said. 

Letters  of  support  were  also 
delivered  by  local  party  mem- 
bers to  the  Conservative  con- 
stituency office.  Sid  and  Iris 
Harris,  both  aged  70,  said  that 
I they  would  never  touch  the 
Sun  newspaper  again  after  it 
published  the  story  about  Mr 
Merchant’s  alleged  affair  with 
the  teenager.  Anna  Cox. 

Asked  whether  an  affair  is 
a resignation  issue,  Mr  Har- 
ris said:  “We  are  not  electing 
a guy  to  be  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  We  are  electing 
him  to  look  after  our  inter- 
ests. We  don’t  want  a clone, 
we  want  a human  being." 

But  Colin  Woods,  aged  21.  a 
share  registration  official, 
who  had  been  planning  to 
vote  Conservative,  said  the 
revelations  would  make  it  dif- 
ficult to  vole  for  Mr  Mer- 
chant. "This  sort  of  thing  has 
to  put  doubt  in  your  mind 
about  whether  he's  lit  to 
stand  for  this  party.”  Mr 
Woods  said. 

“The  previous  allegations 
have  been  more  to  do  with 
sleaze,  but  this  doesn't  help 
them  clean  up  their  image.  If 
he  doesn't  resign,  1 won’t  vote 
Tory.” 


a week  in  a council  house 
living  on  £60.80  social  secu- 
rity. He  had  reportedly  de- 
scribed a group  of  J arrow 
protest  marchers  as 
“scruffy  barbarians"  and 
was  responding  to  a chal- 
lenge to  see  how  Ufe  was 
lived  by  the  underprivi- 
leged in  his  constituency. 

He  emerged  from  the  ex- 
perience relatively  chas- 
tened saying  that  he  real- 
ised how  difficult  it  Is  to 
live  on  such  an  income  for 
the  unemployed. 

Slim  and  balding.  Mr 
Merchant,  known  in  New- 
castle as  “Billy  Whizz”,  is  a 
vegetarian.  As  student  at 
Durham  University,  he 
later  admitted,  he  had  been 
a Special  Branch  informer. 
At  the  Newcastle  Journal, 
so  legend  had  it,  he  kept  a 
mop  in  the  office  to  talk  to. 


Seven  of  the  world’s  largest  pharmaceutical  and  medical  research  companies. 


Five  of  the  top  oil  and  gas  producers.  Financial  service  leaders  in  19  countries. 
What  do  they  have  in  common?  For  one  thing,  success  in  brutally  competitive 
fields.  For  another,  64-bit  AlphaServer"  systems  from  Digital.  Pharmaceutical 
giant  Rfi&ne-Poulene  Rorer  manages  a 400- 6 il/icm- character  data  ware- 
house with  an  AlphaServer  8400,  delivering  data  to  its  sales  force  50  days 
ahead  of  the  competition.  Sunoco  in  Canada  depends  on  the  speed  and 


^bnity  of  UCai/U.  AlphaServer  systems.  AlphaServer 

Now  overachieving 

systems  to  tailor  at  a company  near  you.  refinery  output 

to  fluctuating  market  demand.  High-reliability  AlphaServer  systems  at  the 
New  toric  Mercantile  Exchange  deliver  instantaneous  trading  information, 
shrugging  off  disasters  that  might  bring  lesser  systems  to  their  knees.  And 
AlphaServer  systems  deliver  their  world-class  results  running  Windows  NT" 
or  UNIX*  or  Open  VMS?  If  that  kind  of  overachieving  sounds  good  to  you- 
wberever  in  this  world  you  do  business— call  0800  395  200.  Or  visit 


www.digital.co.uk.  And  make  the  Digital  edge  your  own. 
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March  against 
Le  Pen  unites 
the  French 


Paul  Webstar  hi  Paris 


Hooded  Roman  Catholic  penitents  peer  through  the  cut-out  eye  holes  in  their  hoods  during  a traditional  Holy  Week  procession  in  Seville,  Spain 


PHQTOGflAPH:  JUUO  MUNOZ 


Russians  unite  in  pay  anger 


James  Meek  In  Moscow 


a N unprecedented 
rainbow  of  opposi- 
tion  colours  hung 
Russia's 

fl^^^Rstreets  and  squares 
yesterday  as  trade  unionists 
rallied  with  communists,  lib- 
erals, neo-fascists  and  nation- 
alists in  protest  against 
billions  of  pounds  in  unpaid 
wages  and  pensions. 

Police  estimated  last  night 
that  1.8  million  people  had 
taken  an  active  part  in  the 
day  of  protest,  a mix  of 
marches  and  strikes  orga- 
nised by  the  labour  move- 
ment Union  sources  put  the 
figure  at  4 million.  The  orga- 
nisers had  hoped  for  a turn- 
out of  20  million. 

Nevertheless,  the  sight  of 
young  workers  under  the  blue 
flag  of  the  official  trade  union 
organisation  mingling  with 
elderly  communists  under 
their  red  banners  will  send  a 


warning  to  President  Boris 
Yeltsin's  government  If  the 
extraordinary  patience  of  the 
Russian  poor  is  tested  much 
further,  the  Kremlin  may 
have  more  than  angry  pen- 
sioners to  contend  with. 

In  a characteristic  attempt 
to  deflect  blame  for  the 
£5.8  billion  in  salaries  and 
pensions  owed  by  the  state 
and  privatised  companies 
hnom  himself.  Mr  Yeltsin  said 
yesterday  that  the  demonstra- 
tors’ demands  were  “fair", 
and  that  he  had  often  told  the 
government  to  pay  its  debts. 

There  was  no  sign  that  his 
words  were  received  with  any 
more  credulity  than  Viktor 
Chernomyrdin's  were  on 
Wednesday  when  the  prime 
minister  promised  to  dish  out 
trillions  of  roubles  to  ease  the 
salary  backlog. 

In  central  Moscow,  about 
50,000  demonstrators  marched 
across  the  Moskva  river  to 
rally  on  the  sloping  expanse 
of  cobbles  at  the  southern  ap- 


proach to  Red  Square,  be- 
tween the  Kremlin  and  St  Ba- 
sil's Cathedral. 

In  bright  sunshine  and  sub- 
zero temperatures,  they 
chanted  demands  for  Mr  Yelt- 
sin to  resign,  and  carried 
placards  denouncing  Mr 
Chernomyrdin's  new  deputy, 
Anatoly  Chubais,  seen  as  the 


movement  On  the  fringe  of 
the  rally  stood  a group  of 
skinheads  from  the  neo-fas- 
cist Russian  National  Unity. 

“We're  not  with  the  reds  — 
absolutely  not  we've  left  that 
behind  us,"  said  a teacher  at 
the  rally.  “But  people  must 
have  some  kind  of  social 
guarantees." 


‘Pay  finance  ministry  bureaucrats  like 
we  are  paid — once  every  three  months’ 


man  behind  the  most  hated 
economic  adventures  of  the 
last  five  years. 

Ranks  of  communist  stal- 
warts, mainly  pensioners, 
some  carrying  portraits  of 
Stalin  and  slogans  attacking 
"Zionists"  in  the  government, 
alternated  with  younger  pro- 
testers from  union  branches 
in  factories  and  schools.  One 
group  marched  with  the  apple 
symbol  of  the  liberal  Yabloko 


Undermining  the  populist 
policies  of  Moscow's  mayor, 
Yuri  Luzhkov,  whose  eco- 
nomic revival  of  the  capital 
has  set  cranes,  scaffolding 
and  building  sites  all  round 
the  Kremlin,  were  a large 
group  of  workers  from  the 
company  that  is  expanding 
the  Moscow  underground. 

“Pay  finance  ministry 
bureaucrats  like  we  are  paid 
— once  every  three  mouths," 


Many  better  off  than  figures  suggest 


THE  average  Russian 
bas  far  more  dispos- 
able income  than  offi- 
cial statistics  suggest,  and 
in  some  ways  Russia  is  as 
prosperous  as  Greece  or 
Portugal,  according  to  an 
exhaustive  survey  by  a 
British  market  research 
firm,  RMRC,  writes  James 
Meek  in  Moscow. 

The  Moscow-based  com- 
pany surveyed  2.000  house- 
holds and  concluded  that 
on  average  each  took  in  be- 
tween £137  and  £147  a 
month  — almost  twice  the 
government's  figure. 


Greg  Thain,  the  head  of 
RMRC,  said  that  because  of 
lower  rents  and  utilities 
charges,  tax  evasion,  and 
the  absence  of  consumer 
debt,  Russians  often  had 
more  to  spend  than  people 
in  the  West. 

“We’re  quite  clear  that 
the  black  economy  accounts 
for  a minimum  of  50  per 
cent  of  GDP,”  he  said. 

The  report.  Inside  Russia, 
says  a third  of  all  house- 
holds have  video  recorders. 
87  per  cent  have  colour 
televisions,  and  one  In 
three  has  a second  home. 


Rich  man,  poor  man 


The  percentage  of  the  Russian  population  who  belong  to  each 
consumer  category 


Manhattans  (rich) 

Young  Russians  (privileged  youth) 

White  collars  (yuppies) 

Home  improvers  (prosperous  middle-aged) 

Potato  growers  (rely  on  dacha-grown  produce  for  food) 


3.9 

6.7 

6.7 

10 

26.5 


Depressed  potato  buyers  (landless  poor  without  a market 
niche)  19.2 

Lost  generation  (struggling  older  intelligentsia)  12 

Immobile  villagers  (the  rural  poor,  dependent  on  own  food)  16 


(From  "Inside  Russia",  Russian  Market  Research  Co.) 


Designer  flic  gets 
back  on  his  bike 


Paul  Webster  on 

the  reincarnation 
of  Paris’s  cycling 
caped  crusaders 


THE  “swallows"  will  be 
flying  around  Paris 
again  this  summer, 
after  a decision  to  remobi- 
lise the  police  bicycle  pat- 
rols once  known  univer- 
sally as  hirondelles  because 
of  the  officers'  long  flowing 
capes. 

The  new  velo-flics  will 
forsake  the  traditional  sit- 
up-and-beg  models  for 
multi-geared  racing  bikes. 
They  will  roam  the  streets 
in  tracksuits  designed  by  a 
top  fashion  house. 

Nostalgia  for  the  two- 
mau  hirondelle  patrols, 
which  played  sinister  or 
comic  roles  in  many  black 
and  white  films,  Is  kept 
alive  by  television  repeats 
and  Robert  Doisneau’s 
photographs  of  compara- 
tively traffic-free  Paris 
streets. 

The  car  eventually  got 
the  better  of  the  swallows 
and  the  bicycling  squad 
was  replaced  by  moped  pat- 
rols in  1984. 

„ JhlrJy  years  earlier, 
2,819  oelo-Jllcs  patrolled  the 
capital  and  its  subnibs,  but 


only  about  100  were  still 
pedalling  when  the  high 
number  of  accidents  finally 
forced  them  off  the  city's 
streets. 

Their  imminent  come- 
back is  due  to  increasing 
encouragement  of  cyclists 
in  a city  where  the  year’s 
sporting  highlight  Is  the 
last  lap  of  the  Tour  de 
France,  which  attracts  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of 
spectators. 

The  police  chief,  Philippe 
Massoni,  said  the  squad's 
first  task  would  be  to  patrol 
alleys  in  the  Bois  de  Bou- 
logne and  the  Parc  de  Vin- 
cennes used  by  thousands 
of  cyclists  and  Joggers. 

The  bicycle  police  will 
take  to  the  main  roads  on 
Sundays,  when  large  areas 
of  the  city  are  reserved  for 
cyclists,  roller  skaters  and 
pedestrians. 

The  need  for  a squad 
trained  for  bicycle  chases  is 
another  sign  that  cyclists 
are  winning  back  car- 
clogged  territory,  including 
more  than  60  miles  of 
recently  opened  cycle 
lanes. 

The  bicycling  cause  is 
served  by  new  measures  to 
restrict  motor'  traffic  be- 
cause of  pollution,  while  a 
court  has  overturned  an 
order  forbidding  cyclists  to 
park  on  the  pavements  of 
the  Champs  Blysdes. 


Wolves  to  get 
lamb  on  menu 


PtUHp  WDlan  In  Rome 


SPRING  lamb,  the  tradi- 
tional Easter  fare  in 
Italy,  could  soon  be  on 
the  menu  in  the  northern 
RwiiHa  Romagna  region  — 
but  raw  rather  than  roasted. 

The  regional  government  is 
sponsoring  a project  involv- 
ing the  release  of  young  goats, 
sheep  and  cattle  into  the  wild 
to  help  stimulate  the  preda- 
tory instincts  of  local  wolves. 

The  plan,  for  which  the 
European  Union  has  prom- 
ised a £105,000  grant,  is  likely 
to  run  into  fierce  political 
opposition  in  the  regional 
council  when  it  comes  up  for 
debate  in  mid-ApriL 
"We  will  fight  for  the  com- 
plete removal  of  this  part  of 
the  project.”  said  Gianarturo 
Leoni,  a councillor  of  the 
opposition  Forza  Italia  and  a 
member  of  the  regional  envi- 
ronment committee. 

Mr  Leoni  said  most  of  the 
wolves  in  the  Parco  del 
Gigante,  in  the  northern 
Appennines,  had  been  rein- 
troduced in  recent  years  and 
were  somewhat  lacking  in 
savagery.  Today  the  park  con- 
tains around  35  wolves  living 
in  half  a dozen  packs. 

“Their  predatory  instinct  is 
limited,  but  this  is  not  the 
right  way  to  increase  it  My 
objection  is  to  the  cruelty  of 
the  scheme  — it’s  one  thing  to 


be  part  of  a natural  food  chain 
and  quite  another  to  intro- 
duce defenceless  animals  to 
face  certain  death  with  no 
chance  of  resisting.’' 

Experts  say  the  wolves  live 
on  a diet  of  wild  boar,  rodents 
and  berries,  making  occa- 


sional raids  on  farms  which 
are  allowed  to  operate  In  the 
park  in  order  to  supplement 
their  diet 

Even  members  of  the  gov- 
erning Democratic  Party  of 
the  Left  harbour  doubts  about 
the  scheme.  Councillor 
Franco  Lorenzi  warned  that 
the  gradual  release  of  up  to  40 
herbivores,  timed  to  coincide 
with  the  peak  period  for  wolf 
raids  on  local  farms,  would 
tend  “to  safeguard  a molly- 
coddled type  of  wolf  that  it 
would  probably  be  better  to 
get  rid  of  anyway". 

Pamela  Guerra,  the  head  of 
the  Green  Party  in  the 
regional  council  backed  the 
plan,  but  had  misgivings. 

“I  stQl  haven’t  found  any 
scientifically  valid  justifica- 
tion for  the  project,”  she  said. 

Some  observers  suspect  the 
scheme,  which  will  cost 
£230,000,  has  more  to  do  with 
gaining  the  goodwill  of  local 
formers  than  helping  wolves. 

“The  losses  suffered  by  the 
formers  could  be  reimbursed 
for  around  £20,000  a year " 
said  Francesco  Francis!  a 
Greenpeace  supporter  study- 
ing wolves  in  the  Appennines. 


the  slogan  they  carried  read. 

As  many  as  100.000  protest- 
ers marched  through  the 
snowy  streets  of  St  Peters- 
burg, and  tens  of  thousands 
rallied  in  cities  in  European 
and  southern  Russia,  the  Arc- 
tic and  Siberia.  In  Vladivos- 
tok. cadets  in  uniform  from  a 
naval  academy  joined  the 
demonstrations,  complaining 
that  they  had  not  received 
their  grants.  On  Sakhalin 
island,  north  of  Japan,  trade 
unionists  said  some  workers 
had  not  been  paid  for  a year. 

Fearing  trouble,  the  inte- 
rior ministry  — whose  men, 
unlike  the  army,  are  nearly 
always  paid  an  time  — mobi- 
lised tens  of  thousands  of  riot 
police  and  soldiers  and  had 
fire  engines  standing  by  as 
crowd-dousers.  Some  com- 
mercial banks  in  Moscow 


closed  for  the  day  or  posted 
extra  security  guards. 

In  the  event  the  day  passed 
off  peacefully,  without  major 
distruption  to  the  country’s 
transport  or  energy  systems. 
Shops  stayed  open. 

At  the  Moscow  rally,  union 
leaders  gave  the  government 
a month  to  improve  the 
situation. 

Andrei  Isayev,  secretary  of 
the  Federation  of  Independent 
Trade  Unions,  told  the  crowd: 
"On  the  first  of  May.  here, 
outside  the  Kremlin  walls, 
people  will  take  stock  of 
what  the  authorities  have 
done  to  fulfill  their  promise 
to  pay  debts  and  steer  eco- 
nomic reforms  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  majority  of  the 
population." 


,HRISTIAN  and  Jewish 
eaders  lent  their  sup* 
'port  yesterday  to  a 
planned  protest  against  the 
National  Front  when  it  holds 
a congress  in  Strasbourg  at 
the  weekend. 

By  yesterday.  97  human 
rights,  political  and  profes- 
sional organisations  had 
agreed  to  join  a march  that 
some  politicians  fear  may  turn 
into  a confrontation  with  Jean- 
Marie  Le  Pen's  movement. 

With  plan*  to  run  buses  and 
special  trains  to  Strasbourg, 
estimates  that  40,000  protest- 
ers will  inarch  tomorrow  may 
prove  modest.  Associations 
opposed  to  the  National  Front 
called  for  a national  response 
after  the  Socialist  mayor, 
Catherine  Trautmann.  de- 
cided not  to  ban  the  congress. 

The  plan  has  reunited  the 
intellectual  and  mainstream 
left  after  a period  of  debate  on 
the  best  way  to  confront  Mr 
Le  Pen.  It  has  also  resulted  In 
a rush  of  opinion  polls  on  sup- 
port for  the  Front,  which  Le 
Figaro  said  yesterday  came 
mainly  from  voters  aged  be- 
tween 39  and  45.  mostly  blue 
collar  workers  and  middle 
level  salary  earners. 

At  first  leftwingers  wanted 
Ms  Trautmann  to  ban  the 
meeting,  which  Mr  Le  Pen 
will  address  on  Monday.  But 
she  decided  to  catch  the  tide 
of  protest  against  National 
Front  methods  which  fol- 
lowed the  recent  munclpal 
byelection  victory  in  VI- 
troiles,  near  Marseille. 

Mr  Le  Pen  said  yesterday 
that  his  party  could  boom  if 
poor  city  suburbs  “exploded" 
or  Algerian  refugees  flocked 
to  France.  “The  VitroUes  vic- 
tory means  that  in  any  con- 
stituency where  the  Front  has 
more  than  2S  or  30  per  cent 
today  it  could  if  an  excep- 


tional event  omurwi  — wui 
it  will  — enjoy  a popular 
groimdvwen  In  its  Favour,  he 
uldLe  Figaro. 

"Just  Imagine  a victory  «h 
the  Islamic  Salvation  Front  in 
Algeria  and  the  flight  towards 
France  of  hundreds  «f  thou 
sands  af  Algerians  . - .or  on 
explosion  in  the  suburbs,  hi* 

^Th*  Socialist  Party  first 
secretary.  Lionel  Juspln,  is 
going  to  Strasbourg  to  march 
with  Communist.  Green, 
trade  union  and  human 
rights  groups,  led  by  the  most 
militant  group  campaigning 
against  Le  Rem  Ras  L'Front 
— fed  up  with  the  Front 

The  protest  will  now  be  a 
theme  for  Easter  festivals  tn 
Strasbourg,  a city  with  strong 
Christian  and  Jewish  tradi- 
tions. Roman  Catholic  bish- 
ops. Protestant  clergy  and 
rabbis  signed  a statement 
condemning  racial  discrimi- 
nation and  anti-Semitism. 

Leaflets  will  be  distributed 
In  Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches  tn  Alsace  today  to 
reinforce  the  message.  Jac- 
ques Stewart,  head  of  the 
Protestant  Church  assembly, 
said:  “It  must  be  said  publicly 
that  Christian  beliefs  and 
way  of  life  are  Incompatible 
wfth  the  ideology  of  the 
National  Front." 

The  orthodox  right  has 
foiled  to  devise  a Joint  strat- 
egy against  the  Front,  but  the 
march  has  opened  the  way  to 
possible  agreement  between 
the  Gaulilst  RPR  and  the 
Democratic  Force. 

The  culture  minister.  Phi- 
Upe  Philippe  Douste-BIazy. 
who  leads  the  Democratic 
Force,  said  he  was  appalled 
by  the  lack  of  rightwtng  vig- 
our in  opposing  Mr  Le  Pen. 
The  RPR  secretary- general. 
Jean -Franco Is  ManceL  cun 
deemed  the  National  Front 
but  discouraged  conserva- 
tives from  joining  the  march. 


Prince  Charles  sees  seamy  side 
on  three  estates  in  Paris 


Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Paris 


^ EARLY  a year 


Loader  comment,  page  8 


after 

IPresident  Jacques 
Chirac  toured  a Glaswegian 
housing  project,  the  Prince 
of  Wales  paid  a return  visit 
yesterday  to  see  poverty 
French-style  on  three  es- 
tates in  northern  Paris. 

Prince  Charles,  whom 
schoolchildren  In  the 


crowd  at  Seine-Saint-Denis 
said  they  recognised  by 
“his  big  ears”,  toured  a 
family  finance  scheme,  a 
bargain  food  bank  and  a lit- 
eracy scheme. 

Last  night  the  president's 
wife,  Bernadette.  Joined  the 
prince  and  other  European 
royals  for  the  70th  birthday 
party  of  the  Russian  cellist 
and  conductor  Slava 
Rostropovich. 


LAURA  ASHLEY 


Custom  Made  Curtains  & Blinds 


FINAL  WEEK! 


Offer  ends  Saturday  5th  April 


m 


IT 


jromrn 


Choose  from  over  240  exclusive  fabrics  - 
stripes,  checks,  plains  and  florals. 


For  your  nearesc  Laura  Ashley  srore  and  for  derails  of  opening 
hours  telephone  Cusromer  Services  on  0990  622 1 1 6. 


Subject  ro  fabric  availability  and  cannnr  be  used  in  conjunction  with  ,mv  01  her  offer. 
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1196  * tra*^a°Ila*  dflable^ared  boat  to  pass  through  the  ffn  (Sorcerer's)  gorge  on  the  Yangtse  River,  the  scene  of  the  ambitious  dam  project  wra^GH^™** 

Engineers  damn  antiquity 


A latter-day  Noah  is  trying  to 
rescue  cultural  relics  doomed 
by  China’s  gargantuan  Three 
Gorges  dam  project,  writes 

Andrew  Higgins  in  Beijing 


ANKIND’S  most 
ambitious  cam- 
paign to  conquer 
nature  — the 
construction  of 
a gargantuan  0am  across  the 
Yangtse  River  — has  hit  an 
unyielding  obstacle.  A frail 
archaeology  professor  is  de- 
tsamfr^d.to  save  5J100  years 
orljpJaysse  history  from  a 
maWMoe  flood  by  launching 
ag  emergency  rescue  mission  I 
op  a scale  not  seen  since  Noah 
boarded  his  art 
With  only  eight  months  to 
go  before  China's  longest 
riseris  blocked  by  huge  con- 
crete slabs  to  complete  the 
first  stage  of  the  17-year 
ttree  Gorges  project.  Profes- 
sor Yu  Weicbao  is  spearhead- 
ing a rare  public  challenge  to 
the  priorities  of  a Communist 
Party  leadership  dominated 
by  Soviet-trained  engineers. 

“As  a nation,  we  want  eco- 
nomic development  but  we 
cant  toss  away  our  history 
and  culture  for  the  sake  of 
economic  progress,”  said  Prof 
Yu.  director  of  the  National 
Museum  of  Chinese  History, 
which  is  housed  in  a Stalinist 


hulk  overlooking  Tiananmen 
Square. 

‘*1  ask  them:  why  can’t  you 
delay  your  project  for  a cou- 
ple of  years?  China  has  al- 
ready been  without  it  for  so 
many  years.  Will  a delay 
mean  the  country  will  have 
no  rice  to  eat?  Can  you  really 
say  that  because  of  the  con- 
struction of  this  project  such 
a large  part  of  our  irreplace- 
able ancient  culture  must  be 
destroyed?" 

First  proposed  in  1919  but 
not  formally  approved  until 
1992,  the  Three  Gorges  dam  is 
perhaps  China’s  biggest  — 
and  most  controversial  — 
state  venture  since  the  Great 
Wall  more  than  2,000  years 
ago. 

Scheduled  for  completion  in 
2009,  it  will  create  an  inland 
sea  — critics  say  a giant  cess- 
pool of  silt  and  sewage  — 
stretching  more  than  400 
miles  and  flooding  more  than 
140  towns,  820  villages,  price- 
less antiquities,  and  sublime 
scenery  celebrated  by  China’s 
greatest  poets.  About  1-2  mil- 
lion people  are  being  moved 
to  higher  ground. 


Anxious  to  preserve  what 
they  can.  Prof  Yu  and  fellow 
experts  compiled  a 21-volume 
catalogue  last  year  of  1^00 
sites  judged  worthy  ctf  preser- 
vation. They  submitted  it  to 
the  Three  Gorges  construction 
committee,  together  with  a 
request  for  L9  billion  yuan 
(about  £140  nuHion  ) to  finance 
a rescue  programme  far  bigger 
than  the  foreign-funded  opera- 
tions to  save  Egyptian  tombs 
from  the  Aswan  Dam. 

A separate  petition  signed 
by  56  prominent  intellectuals 
was  sent  to  national  leaders, 
including  the  prime  minister 
Li  Peng,  the  dam’s  most  vig- 
orous champion,  and  Presi- 
dent Jiang  Zemin. 

"Nine  months  have  gone  by 
but  we  have  not  had  any  res- 
ponse," said  Prof  Yn-  "We  are 
getting  anxious.  We  don’t 
understand.  This  is  part  of 
their  work  but  they  do  noth- 
ing. They  won’t  say  they  ap- 
prove and  they  won’t  say  they 
disapprove.  They  don’t  say 
anything. 

"What  worries  us  is  that,  if 
these  delays  continue,  we  will 
not  have  enough  time  even  if 
they  give  us  money . . . Pom- 
peii was  excavated  over  200 
years,  and  only  half  has  been 
uncovered.” 

Before  the  Tiananmen 
Square  massacre  in  1989,  pub- 
lic criticism  of  the  Three 
Gorges  project  was  wide- 
spread. Critics  condemned  it 
as  wasteful,  dangerous  and 
destructive.  The  crackdown 
on  dissent  after  the  massacre 
quickly  silenced  the  anti-dam 


I lobby.  A book  of  critical 
essays  edited  by  a prominent 
journalist  was  pulped. 

Today,  with  the  scheme  al- 
ready well  under  way.  Chi- 
na’s dam-builders  feel  less 
threatened.  Instead  of  con- 
fronting the  archaeologists  i 
head-on,  a strategy  fraught 
with  risks  for  a party  proxnot-  j 


into  the  [preservation]  fund,” 
he  said.  “Most  of  foe  relics 
have  not  been  excavated  yet 
and  many  are  just  ordinary.  If 
we  discover  cultural  relics  of 
great  importance  ...  we  win 
spend  a lot.  If  they  are  merely 
ordinary,  we  win  not" 

Of  foe  1.200  selected  sites, 
800  are  still  buried.  These  in- 


Errterp  rising  locals  offer 
to  take  sightseers’ 
photographs  at  a 
barrage  on  the  massive 
Three  Gorges 
construction  site, 
against  which  Professor 
Yu  Weichao,  a leading 
archaeologist,  is 
mounting  a rare  - 
challenge 


ing  itself  as  foe  guardian  of 
China’s  past  and  future  great- 
ness, they  try  to  ignore  them. 

This  month  foe  director  of 
the  construction  committee, 
Guo  Shuyan,  dismissed  the 
concern  of  archaelogists  and 
historians  as  a “misunder- 
standing” and  boasted  that 
the  project  was  running 
ahead  of  schedule. 

“It  is  quite  premature  to 
say  how  much  should  be  put 


PHOTOGRAPH:  BELLAVIA/REA 


elude  three  Han  Dynasty 
(206  BC-AD  221)  cities,  and 
remnants  of  an  early  civilisa- 
tion. the  Ba,  crucial  to  foe 
understanding  of  China's  ori- 
gins. The  rest  range  from  an 1 
18th-century  pagoda  to  an  an- 
cient temple  dedicated  to 
Zhang  Fei,  a mythical  Chi- 
nese Hercules. 

Prof  Yu  estimates  foal  only 
about  18-20  per  cent  of  foe 
listed  sites  can  be  saved. 


’There  is  just  not  enough 
time.  We  will  have  to  choose 
the  most  important  sites  for 
emergency  excavation.  About 
90  per  cent  will  be  destroyed.” 

Work  on  the  main  span  of 
foe  1 -3-mile  dam  will  begin  at 
the  village  of  Sandouping  in 
November,  when  foe  Yangtse 
will  be  blocked  and  diverted 
through  a side  channel.  The 
water  level  is  not  supposed  to 
start  rising  until  2003.  but 
Prof  Yu  says  he  doubts  this, 
and  fears  that  sites  could  be 
lost  far  sooner. 

“Some  people  can  say  there 
Is  not  enough  food  to  eat,  so 
we  should  manage  with  less 
culture.  I’ve  beard  this  view. 
Tm  pretty  surprised  by  this 
view.  This  is  not  something 
that  should  be-  said  by  an 
educated  person.  It  is  very  in- 
accurate. This  is  a view  wide- 
spread among  engineers.'' 

Mr  Li  and  President  Jiang 
both  trained  as  engineers  in 
Moscow  — a background  that 
helps  explain  China's  enthu- 
siasm for  massive  dams.  Such 
mega-projects  are  now  largely 
discredited  elsewhere. 

The  authorities  say  they 
are  looking  into  offers  of  help 
from  Canada  and  other 
countries  to  preserve  the 
Three  Gorge's  antiquities. 
Their  critics  are  not  bolding 
their  breath. 

“Our  leaders  are  afraid  to 
lose  lace,”  said  Prof  Yu.  “But 
losing  feeing  is  better  than 
losing  all  this  history.  Des- 
truction is  hardly  glorious. 
We  lose  even  more  face  if  we 
destroy  our  past” 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


News  in  brief 


North  Korea  offers 
peace  for  food  aid 

IMPOVERISHED  North  Korea  has  told  the  United  States  and 
South  Korea  that  it  will  join  proposed  four-country  peace  talks 
if  they  guarantee  substantial  food  aid.  Seoul  officials  said 
yesterday.  Pyongyang  made  foe  offer  at  a meeting  In  New  York 
on  Wednesday  of  officials  from  foe  twoKoreas  and  the  US. 

But  South  Korea  and  the  US  made  it  clear  that  major  food  aid 
could  only  be  discussed  during  the  talks  with  North  Korea  and 
Us  ally  China  to  forge  a lasting  peace  to  replace  the  truce  that 
ended  foe  195863  Korean  war.  — Batter,  Seoul 

Zaire  officials  to  meet  rebels 

REBELS  and  Zaire  government  representatives  will  meet  face-to- 
face  in  foe  coming  days,  probably  in  South  Africa,  a rebel  official 
said  after  a twoday  summit  of  15  African  leaders  in  TOgo. 

’They  have  decided  to  be  serious  and  meet  us,"  BizhnaKaraha 
said,  but  he  warned:  “We  don’t  trust  than  much  because  they  are 
known  for  making  promises  they  don’t  keep.”  — AP.  Lome. 

Albania  relief  lorry  stuck 

A LORRY' with  nine  tons  ctf  food  aid  for  Albania  was  stuck  at  the 
Greek  border  yesterday,  waiting  Tor  word  that  the  road  to  rebel- 
controlled  Qjirokaster  was  free  afbandits. 

The  Interational  Commute  of  the  Red  Cross  is  trying  to  open  a 
land  route  for  supplies  into  Albania,  which,  was  cut  in  two  by  an 
armed  insurrection  in  the  south  early  this  month  following  the 
collapse  of  pyramid  investment  schemes. — Reuter,  Tirana. 

King  murder  quest 

A SON  ofMartin  Luther  King  Jnr  was  meeting  James  Earl  Ray 
yesterday  at  the  Nashville  prison  hospital  where  he  is  dying  from 
liver  disease. 

Dexter  King  and  his  mother  have  called  for  Ray  to  be  tried  for 
foe  1968  assassination  of  foe  civil  rights  leader,  saying  that  that  is 
the  only  way  they  will  know  the  truth.  Ray,  aged  69,  pleaded  guilty 
to  foe  killing  but  recanted  a few  days  later  and  has  been  asking  for 
a trial  ever  since. — AP,  Nashville. 

PNG  gels  caretaker  PM 

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA'S  government  appointed  a caretaker 
prime  minister  yesterday  to  replace  Sir  Julius  Chan,  who  stood 
aside  amid  civilian  and  military  protests  and  demands  for  his 
resignation  for  hiring  mercenaries  to  quell  a rebellion  on  copper- 
rich  Bougainville  island. 

Sir  Julius's  replacement,  the  mining  minister  John  Giheno, 
promised  to  restore  peace,  but  said  mutinous  soldiers  who  joined 
the  protests  should  be  charged.  — Reuter.  Port  Moresby. 

Shell  hostages  ‘beaten’ 

SHELL  oil  workers  who  were  held  hostage  by  Nigerian  villagers 
making  political  demands  said  yesterday  that  they  were  beaten 
and  threatened  with  death. " They  flogged  me  with  cu  Hasses, 
threatening  to  kin  me ...  lU  never  go  back  there,"  said  one  of  foe 
freed  hostages. 

Ijaw  tribesmen  seized  Shell's  oil  flow  stations  in  the  mid- 
western  Delta  state  on  Saturday  and  held  127  Nigerian  staff 
hostage  in  protest  at  the  government’s  relocation  of  their  local 
gpvemmKit  headquarters  from  the  Ijaw  area.  The  remaining  50 
hostages  were  due  to  be  released  last  night — Reuter,  Warn. 


Nicaraguans  sue  IIS 

THOUSANDS  ofNicaraguans  who  fled  foe  United  States-backed 
war  in  their  homeland  in  the  1980s  have  been  illegally  denied 
residency  in  foe  US  and  are  now  threatened  with  deportation,  a 
lawsuit  filed  in  Miami  yesterday  alleges. 

It  claims  that  foe  Nicaraguans  were  not  given  refugee  status, 
leaving  than  in  immigration  limbo  while  allowing  them  to  work 
and  pay  taxes.  As  a result  at  least  50JXX)fece  deportation  because 
of  changes  in  the  US  immigration  laws  due  to  take  effect  on  April 
L—  Reuter.  Miami. 


Internet  ears  tweaked 

DESPITE  support  from  France  and  Britain,  a United  States 

proposal  to  allow  law  enforcement  agencies  to  eavesdrop  on  the 
Internet  is  heading for  defeat,  the  New  York  Tunes  reported. 

The  29  countries  belonging  to  the  Organisation  for  fiaaomlc 

Cooperation  and  Development  in  Paris  were  expected  to  formally 

reject  the  proposal,  it  said.  Since  messages  cm  the  Internet  are 
easy  to  intercept,  some  users  scramble  their  communications  and 
Washington  had  proposed  an  international  system  afeomputer- 
security  codes  held  by  law  enforcement  agencies  and  accessibly 
only  by  court  order.  —AP,  New  York. 
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Emirate’s  ‘poor’  sheikhs 
learn  to  roll  with  the  times 


Younger  members  of  the  ruling 
family  see  their  future  more  in 
business  than  in  privilege,  writes 
Kathy  Evans  in  Kuwait  City 


job  as  rulers  and  leave  com- 
merce to  them.  Tins  Ins  not 


ness.”  he  adds. 

According  to  Sheikh  Ah- 


pre vented  some  senior  Gulf  med  al-Fahd,  sheikh  salaries 
princes  from  carving  out  range  from  S 1,000  to  $6,000  a 


huge  business  empires  at 
home  and  abroad,  amassing 


month,  depending  on  rank. 
All  are  paid  out  of  the 


A 


wealth  which  quietly  out-  $24  million  annual  salary  of 
Yiy  Evans  in  r\uwaa  Oily  Jrnta  many  on  foe  Fortune  Kuwait’s  emir.  Sheikh  Jaber 

500  list  In  Kuwait  though,  al-Ahmed  ai -Sabah.  With  foe 

BDTJLLAH  al-Felsel  leges  as  free  air  tickets,  pal-  only  three  or  four  al-Sabahs  high  cost  of  living  it 

is  a modest,  retiring  aces,  land,  free  telephones  have  acquired  wealth  in  the  foe  sheikhs  salaries 

character.  By  day  he  and  a host  of  other  perks,  same  billionaire  league  as  more  than  that  of 

runs  on  office  as  one  Some  princes  are  even  foe  emirate’s  leading  mer-  expatriate  manager. 

_ .1 aj__  LI  an  nil  nnnfa  fnw  /*hanf  fomiliPR  Manv  fll-Sah^h£  111 


character.  By  day  he 
runs  on  office  as  one 


only  three  or  four  al-Sabahs  high  cost  of  living  in  Kuwait 
have  acquired  wealth  in  the  foe  sheikhs'  salaries  are  little 
<nmB  Mmonaire  league  as  more  than  that  of  a senior 


m iruiU  Bn  ouiw:  « ww  ------  - 

of  Kuwait's  leading  archi-  granted  an  oil  quota  for  their  chantfemilies. 


‘About  45  per  cent  of  the 


Many  al-Sabahs  have  opted 
to  supplement  their  salaries 


Sabah  family  are  actually  de-  by  taking  quiet  jobs  in  gov- 
pendent  on  those  sheikh  sala-  eminent  ministries,  working 
ries,”  says  Sheikh  Ahmed  al-  alongside  other  Kuwaiti  civil 
Fahd,  a senior  member  of  foe  servants.  The  army,  too,  has 
family  who  head’s  Kuwait’s  absorbed  large  numbers.  And 
sports  and  youth  committee,  one  leading  female  member, 
So  for  many  of  foe  more  Sheikha  Souad.  has  become 
junior  members  of  Gulf  royal  one  of  Kuwait’s  most  popular 


tecta.  In  the  evening  he  goes  own  personal  enrichment.  “About  45  per  cent  of  the  to  supplement  their  sals 
to  his  art  gallery,  which  is  a Not  all  sheikhs  are  rich,  Sabah  family  are  actually  de-  by  taking  quiet  jobs  in 
fashionable  renue  for  the  though.  Some  live  not  in  pal-  pendent  on  fooseslmikh isala-  emment  mmistries^wor 
emirate’s  trendy  liberals.  His  aces  but  ordinary  villas  and  ries,  says  Sheikh  Ahmed  al-  alongside  other  Kuwaiti  i 
SSlc  business Ventures  lead  ordinary  lives,  say  mem-  Fahd,  a senior  member  of  foe  se^te  The  army,  too, 
hro  efven^ta  a role  to  life,  bers  of  the  al-Sabah  family,  family  who  head’s  Kuwait’s  absorbed .large numbers.. 
a^jHion  in  sodetv  They  are  in  the  position  of  sports  and  youth  committee,  one  leafong  female  mem 

K Sd  Jrf  tinted  he  foe  minor  aristocracy  in  So  for  many  of  the  more  Sheikha  Souad.  has  bee 
mSb^bm  to^n«  Ku^aitfo  mlmy  countries  of  19th  cen-  junior  members  of  Gulf  royal  one  of  Kuwait’s  most  pop 
the  most  important  thing — — — — ' 

S For  many  junior  members  of  Gulf  royal  families,  there  is  an 
swans  that  he  is  o member  of  identity  cHsis.  What  does  it  really  mean  to  be  a sheikh 
wtabTn  is'wrnetMng  & ora  prince  now?  Abdullah  is  dismissive  of  the  whole 
r”piXTdon?rcaii  me  sheikh  identity:  ‘Modem  life  isn’t  compatible  with  titles. 

| believe  royalty  will  vanish  in  the  future’ 

foe  title,”  he  says  bleakly.  t 


His  family,  like  many  other 
ruling  families  to  the  Gul£  Is 
huge.  Think  of  it  as  being  a 
clan,  more  than  just  a family. 


to  number  just  « foe  ^i^reyals^ve  PhJ)S. 

tamer  3,000.  including  450-500  some  of  the ^highr  mg  a identity,  a and  two  of  them  are  women, 

adult  males.  Of  them,  only  M which  he  says  many  . The  idmitity  crisfr  among 


tury  Europe.  Because  of  their  femfoe^foere  is  an  identity 
numbers,  not  all  of  them  will  crisis.  What  does  it  really 
s^Sremlnisterial  posts  and  mean  to  be  a foeikh  or  a 


prince  in  the  1990s? 


poets. 

Further  education  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  a popular 
option.  Sadly,  only  three  of 


adult  mates.  Of  them,  only  memttere  of  ramuy  ^ ^ whJch  he  says  many  The  identity  crisis  among 
those  who  can  claim  direct  others  in  the  family  share,  foe  royals  coincides  with 

descent  from  an  early  al-  ro3f!L  iLhhiM  md  Identi-  “Modem  life  isn’t  compatible  growing  questions  about 

Sabah  ruling  sheikh.  Mu-  “reef? IS, e m es Sir  with  titles.  I believe  royalty  their  ftrture  poiitical  role.  At 

l*rak  the  Great,  are  consid-  ttes  ^ Su  vanish  in  foe  future,”  he  present  their  supremacy  to 

h«  .iminw  ch»ikh£  and  titles  impose  on  Lnem.  , povemment  is  constltutlon- 


now  cSii£  mWd  for  new  view  which  he  says  many 
roles  In  life,  pursuing  others  in  foe  family  share. 


IUV  *1  T«  . J 

ered  top-drawer  sheikhs  ana 
candidates  for  the 
succession. 

Senior  or  not.  all  Kuwait's 


! t (tips  Impnge  on  them.  wm 

I ^togintohnstoess  is  foe  -degares. 

'SSSSKg g m3 


Senior  or  not.  all  Kuwait's  - tbe^Iddle  classes.  “It’s  a 

young  sheikhs  get  monthly  very  small  part  of  my  to- 

nbrtm  then.*  rcuch  18.  i resentment  Of  tocai  j t lufmir  fhoneh. 

chants,  -who  believe  the 


nluiiK  once  they  reach  18. 
Other  states  in  the  region 


Apelares.  government  is  constitunon- 

He  says  his  monthly  salary  ally  protected,  although  Ku- 
for  being  a sheikh  puts  him  wait  considers  itself  to  he 
to  the  middle  classes.  “It’s  a demomatic. 

emsii  oar t of  my  In-  Sheikh  Ahmed  al-Fahd  be- 


wtter  stales  in  me  re»w  --r  -----  t 

provide  such  princely  prtvi- 1 royals  should  stick  to  to 


Sr.  1 mustadmit  though,  lleves  the  ruling  families  will 
Jnytitle  is  useful  to  bus)-  have  to  face  great  changes  in 


foe  future,  from  within  and 
outside  their  families.  Four 
years  ago  a group  of  young  al- 
Sababs  petitioned  foe  emir 
for  reform  of  the  rating  fam- 
ily’s status. 

They  asked  foe  emir  to 
guarantee  that  he  would 
never  again  cancel  parlia- 
mentary democracy,  as  he 
has  done  twice.  They  also 
asked  for  the  posts  of  prime 
minister  and  crown  prince  to 
be  separated. 

Other  family  members  say 
foe  process  of  rank  and 
seniority  has  become  fossil- 
ised. leaving  little  chance  for 
bright  young  sheikhs  to 
emerge.  “There  should  be 
more  talent  spotting  being 
done  to  see  who  is  the  most 
qualified,”  suggests  Dr  Kasha 
al-Sabah,  foe  female  deputy 
education  minister. 

Sheikh  Ahmed  is  adamant 
that  his  future  lies  in  parlia- 1 
ment  “We  don’t  want  foe 
ruling  family  to  be  just  part 
of  the  government  and 
remote  from  foe  people,”  he 
says.  “I  believe  I can  serve 
the  people  better  being  In 
parliament*' 

In  last  October’s  elections 
he  stood  tor  a city  constitu- 
tency.  A month  into  his  cam- 
paign he  was  summoned  by 
his  uncle,  foe  emir,  and 
asked  to  stop. 

“I  accepted  his  decision, 
but  I am  still  determined  to 
get  into  parliament,  if  not  in 
2000,  then  2004.”  he  says. 

The  Idea  of  an  al-Sabah 
standing  for  parliament  is 

controversial  among  Ku- 
wait’s MPs.  Some  fear  that 
money  and  family  loyalty 
could  distort  foe  election, 
and  believe  that  the  al- 
Sabah s have  a large  enough 
role  as  it  is.  without  foe  addi- 
tion of  elected  family  mem- 
bers. 

“Another  problem  Is  that  if 
they  face  the  voters  they 
might  lose,  and  that  would  be 
an  enormous  blow  to  the  fam- 
ily,” says  one  MP.  It  is  a 
challenge  Sheikh  Ahmed 
says  he  is  ready  and  eager 
tor.  “I  want  to  be  an  elected 
official,  pot  a chosen  one,”  be 
says. 


Israeli  tanks  await 
West  Bank  unrest 


Ian  Black  in  Ramallati 

ISRAEL  deployed  tanks  at 
key  points  In  foe  West 
Bank  yesterday  to  pre- 
empt more  violence  as 
Palestinians  warned  of  an  es- 
calating crisis  if  foe  United 
States  does  not  Intervene 
forcefully  to  save  foe  totter- 
ing peace  process. 

Tanks  and  armoured  per- 
sonnel carriers  were  moved 
to  strategic  junctions  and 
army  units  were  reinforced 
as  ciflghre  continued  on  the 
Ramallah- Jerusalem  road 
and  elsewhere  for  an  eighth 
consecutive  day. 

Both  aides  are  braced  for 
more  trouble  today  after 
prayers  in  East  Jerusalem’s 
mosques  and  again  on  Sun- 
day, when  Israel's  Palestin- 
ian minority  join  hands  wifo 
their  kinsmen  in  foe  West , 
Bank  and  Gaza  to  celebrate 
Land  Day,  which  Is  tradition- 
ally a focus  for  mass  protests. 

Both  sides  are  also  hoping 
for  support  from  the  US, 
whose  special  envoy,  Denis 
Ross,  was  due  in  Jerusalem 
late  last  night  for  talks  with 
Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  after  an  emer- 
gency meeting  earlier  with 
the  Palestinian  leader, 
Yasser  Arafat  to  Morocco. 

Ross,  who  cajoled  Israel 
and  the  Palestinians  Into 
their  long-delayed  agreement 
on  Hebron  in  January,  was 
reported  to  have  given  Arafat 
new  proposals,  but  Palestin- 
ian leaders  insisted  that 
Washington  had  to  show  it 
would  get  tough  wifo  Israel 
or  there  would  be  no 

changes. 

Hanan  Ashrswi.  minister 
of  education,  to  foe  Palestin- 
ian Authority,  said:  “We 


need  third  party  Intervention 
but  it  has  to  be  even-banded 
and  neutral.  There  is  a gap 
between  what  foe  Americans 
say  about  settlement  and 
what  they  actually  do.” 

Marwan  Barghouti,  head  of 
Arafat’s  Fatah  movement  in 
the  West  Bank,  said:  “If  the 
US  administration  does  not 
exercise  pressure  on  the 
Israelis  — and  I doubt  they 
win — things  will  get  worse.” 

Later,  Israeli  forces  used 
rubber  bullets  and  teargas 
against  hundreds  of  Palestin- 
ians throwing  stones  south  of 
Ramallah.  Ten  injuries  were 
reported.  But  armed 
are  feared  if  foe  situation 
'deteriorates  further.  Hence 1 
the  tanks. 

Tension  has  been  high 
store  last  Friday  when  a Pal- 
estinian blew  MwvaAir  up  in  a 
Tel  Aviv  cafe  and  killed  three 
Israeli  women. 

Israel  has  accused  Arafat 
of  giving  foe  “green  light”  to 
his  Hamas  Islamist  rivals  to 
carry  out  the  bombing.  But 
Palestinians  hotly  deny  this, 
Insisting  that  Israel  wants  to 
divert  attention  from  its  con- 
troversial decision  to  build  a 
settlement  In  East 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinians  of  all  political 
views  are  demanding  that 
Israel  halts  work  on  foe  site 
— known  as  Jebel  Abu 
Ghneim,  or  Har  Homa  to  He- 
brew — or  face  the  final  col- 
lapse of  the  Oslo  process. 
Israel  Insists  it  win  not 

“The  Palestinians  are 
using  Har  Homa  as  an  ex- 
cuse." said  the  foreign  minis- 
ter, David  Levy.  “If  it  didn't 
happen  today  it  would  hap- 
pen in  another  year.  As  long 
as  we  don’t  meet  their  expec- 
tations we  face  foe  whip,  if 
not  the  sword." 


Levy  told  foe  European 
Union's  special  envoy,  Mi- 
guel Moratinos,  that  the  Pal- 
estinians were  using 
"rabble"  to  attack  Israel,  and 
pan-Arab  pressure  to  Isolate 
foe  nation  internationally. 
Violence  and  terror  would 
kill  foe  peace  process,  he 
warned. 

“Jerusalem  has  been  a 
Jewish  city  for  3.000  years," 
said  Ehud  Olmert,  foe  mayor. 
"I  know  that  for  Arafat  his- 
tory starts  in  1964  when  the 
FLO  was  founded.  But  for  us 
it  begins  with  King  David.” 
Analysts  believe  that,  at 
best,  Ross  will  be  able  to  de- 
fuse current  tensions,  as  he 
was  able  to  do  after  fighting 
over  foe  Hasmonean  tunnel 
claimed  70  lives  last  Septem- 
ber. But  this  will  only  post- 
pone foe  crisis  that  many 
now  feel  will  end  foe  Oslo 
process. 

Ross  said  before  leaving 
the  Moroccan  capital  Rabat 
that  he  would  return  to 
Washington  by  the  weekend 
to  report  to  President  Bill 
Clinton  so  the  “president  can 
decide  what  the  next  proper 
move  should  be.” 

Ehud  Barak,  likely  to  suc- 
ceed Shimon  Peres  as  leader 
of  the  opposition  Labour 
Party,  said:  “If  both  sides  dis- 
play wisdom  and  leadership 
there  Is  no  reason  for  foe  pro- 
cess to  collapse.  It  can  be 
prevented.” 

Barak  is  against  the 
creation  of  a new  coalition 
government  to  which  Netan- 
yahu's Likud  and  Labour 
would  unite  to  achieve  a 
broad  national  consensus 
about  peace.  But  both  Peres 
and  Netanyahu  are  keen  on 
the  idea,  and  if  the  current 
crisis  worsens  it  is  likely  to 
gain  wider  support 
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An  inversion  of  morals 

Why  is  sex  more  serious  than  corruption? 


TEDS  PLOT  is  developing  as  many 
twists  and  turns  as  a television  soap  in 
a ratings  war.  First,  MPs  who  have 
taken  cash  for  questions  and  then  de* 
nied  it  are  endorsed  as  fit  and  proper 
people  to  stand  as  Conservative  candi- 
dates. Then,  one  of  the  MPs  most 
heavily  involved  admits  that  he  is  not 
so  fit  and  proper  after  all,  and  resigns, 
to  the  undisguised  relief  of  his  previ- 
ously loyal  local  supporters  and  the 
party  leadership.  At  which  point  an- 
other of  the  deeply  implicated  MPs 
insists  that  the  same  rules  do  not  apply 
in  his  case  and  pledges  to  fight  on,  amid 
dutiful  protestations  from  all  levels  of 
the  party  that  this  choice  is  a matter  for 
his  constituency  association  alone. 
Then,  within  hours,  a married  Tory  MP 
is  fingered  by  the  Sun  in  an  indiscreet 
relationship  with  a 17-year  old,  and  the 
collective  wrath  of  the  Conservative 
Party  establishment  descends  on  him  in 
full  force. 

Yesterday’s  edition  of  the  Sun  had 
barely  hit  the  streets  before  the  three 
most  senior  ministers  in  the  Govern- 
ment were  making  it  clear  that  Piers 
Merchant  should  quit  for  the  good  of 
the  Tory  cause.  John  Major,  Michael 
Heseltlne  and  Kenneth  Clarke  wasted 
no  time  hiding  behind  the  Beckenham 
MP’s  denial  of  all  the  Sun’s  allegations, 
as  they  had  when  Tim  Smith  and  Neil 
Hamilton  denied  the  Guardian’s  cor- 
ruption charges.  They  made  no  attempt 
to  take  the  beleaguered  MP's  side,  as 
they  when  cash  for  questions  was 
involved-  They  simply  told  Mr  Mer- 
chant to  consider  his  position,  to  avoid 
embarrassing  the  Government,  to  stop 
distracting  the  election  effort  and,  in 
short,  to  put  the  party  first  The  smack 
of  firm  leadership,  which  had  been  so 
conspicuously  absent  from  the  party's 
handling  of  file  cash-for-questions  alle- 
gations was  instant  though  it  says 
something  about  the  state  of  the  party 
that,  initially,  nobody  in  the  Becken- 


ham Conservative  Association  seemed 
disposed  to  take  any  notice  at  all. 

So,  do  we  welcome  this  belated  con- 
version to  strong  action  by  the  Conser- 
vative leader?  Not  a bit  of  it  Mr  Major’s 
anxiety  to  get  Mr  Merchant  kicked  out 
over  a sex  scandal  still  stands  in  glaring 
contrast  to  his  spineless  handling  of  the 
cases  of  Tim  Smith  and  Neil  Hamilton 
in  a far  more  serious  financial  one.  It 
shows,  as  Emma  Nicholson  pointed  out 
yesterday,  that  the  Conservatives  are 
lightning  fast  to  disown  a colleague  who 
has  got  into  trouble  in  his  private  life, 
but  funereally  slow  to  act  against  any- 
one who  is  dishonest  in  his  public  life. 
These  episodes  show  a scale  of  moral 
instincts  which  are  not  only  inconsis- 
tent but  also  inverted.  In  our  view,  an 
MP  who  has  an  affair  should  not  neces- 
sarily resign,  while  an  MP  who  takes 
and  conceals  bribes  should.  Mr  Major 
thinks  the  opposite.  He  has  got  it  the 
wrong  way  round. 

The  upshot,  as  we  near  the  end  of  the 
second  week  of  the  long  campaign  that 
was  supposedly  going  to  expose  Labour, 
is  that  the  Conservative  strategy  has 
been  almost  entirely  self-defeating. 
Every  time  the  Conservative  campaign 
begins  to  gather  a little  momentum  — 
and  there  have  been  the  glimmerings  of 
such  moments  — it  has  been  stopped  in 
its  tracks  by  the  exposure  of  a Tory 
rogue  and  by  Mr  Major’s  inability  to 
deal  with  him  properly.  How  many 
more  rogues  are  there?  As  Beckenham 
follows  Beaconsfield,  Central  Office 
must  fear  that  the  scandals  are  coming 
out  in  alphabetical  order.  But  it  isn’t 
just  the  scandals;  it’s  the  way  they  are 
being  mishandled.  Senior  Conserva- 
tives got  Mr  Smith’s  case  wrong  more 
than  once.  Now  they  have  got  Mr  Mer- 
chant’s case  wrong  too.  And  until  they 
can  grasp  the  nettle  of  Mr  Hamilton, 
they  will  go  on  getting  that  one  wrong 
as  well  They  have  no  one  to  blame  but 
themselves. 


Fatalism  is  Yeltsin’s  problem 

Russians  care  more  about  the  economy  than  Nato’s  future 


THE  HARDSHIPS  suffered  by  most 
Russian  people  may  perversely  be  help- 
ing Boris  Yeltsin  to  survive.  Yester- 
day’s protests  over  wage  arrears  and 
ovktlue  pensions  show  that  for  mil- 
lions of  ordinary  Russians,  empty  pay 
packets  and  missing  cheques  are  far 
more  important  than  what  may  have 
been  conceded  in  last  week’s  Helsinki 
summit  to  Bill  Clinton.  On  Wednesday 
Mr  Yeltsin  defended  his  tacit  accep- 
tance of  the  expansion  of  Nato.  What 
would  have  been  achieved,  he  asked,  if 
he  had  pounded  the  table  with  his  shoe? 
That  is  not  the  issue:  most  Russians 
have  absolutely  no  desire  to  go  back  to 
the  cold  war.  What  is  significant  is  that 
the  Russian  press  paid  less  attention  to 
Helsinki  than  to  the  cabinet  shake-up 
which  ushers  in  another  “reform  team” 
with  another  round  of  “new  reforms.” 
Allegations  of  a surrender  to  US  stra- 
tegic interests  are  less  important  than 
the  suspicion  that  large  sectors  of  the 
Russian  economy  have  been  surren- 
dered to  corrupt  and  mafia-ridden  in- 
terests. The  government  in  Moscow  has 
just  ordered  an  investigation  into 
claims  that  the  half-billion  dollar  World 
Bank  loan  for  revitalising  the  Russian 
coal  industry  has  been  misspent  This 
connects  directly  with  the  complaints 
of  Russian  coal  miners:  they  say  that 
much  of  the  money,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  restructure  the  industry  and 
prop  up  social  welfare  programmes  for 
the  workforce,  has  been  diverted.  Nor 
will  yesterday’s  report  from  the  chief 
military  prosecutor  come  as  much  of  a 


surprise:  more  than  6,000  cases  of  cor- 
ruption and  embezzlement  were  com- 
mitted in  the  armed  forces  last  year. 
Many  of  these  arise  from  file  despera- 
tion of  military  staff  who  themselves 
are  paid  inadequately  or  late  and  de- 
prived of  decent  housing.  In  a related 
area,  the  government  has  just  allocated 
a quarter  of  a billion  dollars  to  pay  the 
workforce  in  its  defence  industries  — 
though  it  is  still  only  half  of  what  they 
are  owed. 

Western  marketeers  dispute  this 
gloomy  picture,  pointing  to  a slowing 
down  of  inflation  and  an  incipient  eco- 
nomic upturn.  But  even  if  sustained 
this  starts  from  the  low  point  to  which 
the  economy  has  already  sunk.  Many 
Russians  contrive  to  get  by  through 
operating  in  the  informal  economy 
which  does  not  by  definition  feature  in 
the  formal  statistics.  Yet  this  is  still  a 
sad  plight  for  one  of  the  world’s  greatest 
industrialised  countries.  And  the  emer- 
gence of  a new  “Manhattan  elite"  with 
substantial  purchasing  power  is  irrele- 
vant to  the  huge  majority  who  cannot 
afford  the  Western  goodies  in  the  shops. 
Yesterday,  even  the  demonstrations  by 
the  unpaid  lacked  vigour:  the  turnout 
was  well  below  the  20  million  forecast 
by  trade-union  organisers.  This  is 
partly  because  people  hope  against 
hope  that  the  new  cabinet  will  achieve 
something.  It  is  also  because  people 
have  become  fatalistic.  Their  mood  is 
less  threatening  to  Mr  Yeltsin,  but  in 
the  long  run  must  be  more  harmful  to 
Russia’s  future. 


A war  on  the  designer  labels 

Now  Levi’s  are  cheap,  will  teenagers  desire  them  so  much? 


TEACHERS  HAVE  got  it  wrong.  They 
have  been  complaining  of  pupils  being 
able  to  dress  more  smartly  than  teach- 
ers. But  parents  are  as  angry  as  teach- 
ers over  the  march  of  the  designer 
label  Few  parents  want  their  children 
to  wear  the  latest  — and  most  expensive 
— shirts,  trainers  and  jeans  but  their 
children  insist  and  parents  appear  to 
have  lost  their  ability  to  say  no.  Pa- 
thetic but  true.  The  best  news  of  the 
week  was  Tesco’s  breach  of  Levi’s  cosy 
circle  of  retailing  outlets  — a stitch-up 
which  pushes  the  price  of  Levi’s  jeans 
up  to  £55.  Now,  thanks  to  Tesco,  shop- 
pers will  be  able  to  buy  them  for  £30  a 
pair.  Far  from  being  delighted,  Levi 
sounded  aghast  It  refused  to  supply 
Tesco,  only  for  the  supermarket  to  go 
behind  its  back  and  buy  45,000  pairs 
from  Mexican  suppliers.  Now  that  Le- 
vi’s can  be  found  just  beyond  the  baked- 
beans  shelf,  will  they  be  as  cool?  Or  will 
all  those  millions  spent  on  marketing 


have  been  lost?  It  is  not  just  Levi  which 
will  be  worried.  Parents,  too,  will  fear 
the  worst  Once  Levi’s  become  no  more 
expensive  than  M&S  denim,  will  they 
be  worn? 

The  solution  is  surely  a joint  teacher/ 
parent  assault  on  designer  labels.  Teen- 
agers should  not  like  being  ripped  off  If 
more  of  them  were  given  clothes  bud- 
gets, they  might  become  more  sceptical 
of  advertising  hype.  Even  with  the  cut 
price,  Tesco  estimates  it  is  making  15 
per  cent  profit  on  every  pair  of  jeans 
sold.  Then  there  is  the  Oxfam  option. 
One  delegate  at  this  week’s  teachers’ 
conference,  a head  of  history,  was 
completely  kitted  out  by  Oxfam  for  only 
£55.  The  young  may  like  labels,  but  they 
also  support  Third  World  charities. 
Finally,  there’s  the  fashion  pendulum. 
Remember  the  swinging  sixties  when  it 
was  chic  to  have  cut-off  jeans?  If  the 
Beatles  are  back  in  fashion,  why  isn’t 
faded  denim  with  gen  nine  holes? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Dishonourable  conduct 


the  Prime  Minis- 
ter now  make  the  ap- 
propriate request  to 
enable  the  recall  of  Parl- 
iament so  that  the  Standards 
and  Privileges  Committee  can 
receive  and  consider  the 
report  of  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Standards? 
If  not  why  not? 

And  did  the  Prime  Minister, 
as  suggested  in  press  reports, 
personally  telephone  peers 
during  the  passage  of  the  Def- 
amation Bill  to  request  sup- 
port for  an  amendment  to  the 
300-year-old  Bill  of  Rights 
which  would  permit  MPs  to 
waive  parliamentary  privilege 
so  that  they  could  take  out 
libel  actions?  If  he  did.  why? 

The  resignation  of  Tim 
Smith  (The  dishonourable 
member.  March  27)  shows 
this  issue  will  not  go  away. 
Delay  is  damaging  Parl- 
iament’s reputation  and  poi- 
soning the  political  process. 
David  fialdanhfl- 
18  Forty  Avenue, 

Wembley,  Middx  HA9  8JP. 

HOW  I laughed  when  I 
read  Tim  Smith’s  state- 
ment “I  very  much  regret 
that  the  action  of  the  Guard- 
ian newspaper  . . . has  made 
my  course  of  action  inevitable 
with  its  complete  disregard 
for  both  parliamentary  priv- 
ilege and  natural  justice.” 

He  must  surely  have  a new 
future  in  comedy. 

Barbara  Kelly. 

18  St  James  Road. 

Rainhill  L35  0PF. 

I AM  having  problems  ex- 
plaining to  my  daughter  the 
meaning  of  honourable  as  in- 


terpreted by  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  in  his  defence 
of  Tim  Smith  (“he  has  done 
the  honourable  thing”). 

Ian  Charlton, 
li  Oxford  Road. 

Wakefield  WFl  3LB. 

I AM  a 13-year-old  schoolgirl. 

I have  known  Tim  Smith 
ever  since  I was  born  and  was 
extremely  angry  when  I saw 
the  story  on  him.  I admit  be 
may  have  been  incorrect  by 
accepting  money  for  asking  a 
question,  but  was  there  any 
need  to  be  so  heartless? 

Have  you  considered  his 
sons’  feelings?  No.  you  have 
just  put  this  story  in  the  news 
because  it  is  bound  to  sell. 
Tomorrow  you  will  have  for- 
gotten about  Tim  Smith  and 
be  on  to  another  person  you 
have  decided  to  ruin.  WeD, 
maybe  you  do  tell  it  how  you 
think  it  is;  but  1 wouldn’t 
trade  places  with  you  for 
anything. 

Venetia  Langley. 

The  Old  Rectory. 

Alderton,  Woodbridge. 

Suffolk  IPL23DE. 

jANY  people  will  be  as- 
tonished to  learn  that 
Neil  Hamilton  considers  that 
the  true  value  of  his  £4.003 
stay  at  Mr  A1  Fayed's  Paris 
Ritz  Hotel  was  only  £400. 
since  everything  was  grossly 
overpriced  (Hamilton  dings 
to  denials  of  taking  cash. 
March  27).  Not  only  does  this 
new  economic  theory  turn  the 
principle  of  market  forces  on 
its  head,  but  it  aiso  has  ser- 
ious implications  for  our 
criminal-justice  system.  The 
convicted  thief  of  a priceless 


{ painting,  for  example,  might 
| well  claim  when  it  comes  to 
i sentencing  that  the  judge 
should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
I real  value  of  the  work  was  no 
j more  than  the  original  cost  of 
i paint,  canvas  and  labour, 
j D H Kedge.  - 
! 71  Lea  Road. 

\ Sonning  Common. 

South  Qxon  RG4  9LH. 

IF  Neil  Hamilton  is  innocent 
of  taking  cash  in  return  for 
! questions  on  behalf  of  Mr  A1 
i Fayed,  why  is  he  threatening 
! to  sue  his  local  Tatton  book- 
1 shop  if  the)-  stock  the  Guard- 
[ ion's  book  on  sleaze? 

' V H Crews. 

1 Denfldd  Close, 

Beckenham  BR3  5UJ. 

YOU  report  (Tories  fail  to 
turn  sleaze  tide.  March 
24)  Neil  Hamilton  as  describ- 
ing Alison  Foster  and  Philip 
Broomfield  as  "lying  through 
their  teeth”  in  claiming  that 
as  ex-employees  of  Mr  A1 
Fayed  they  were  personally 
involved  in  handing-over  en- 
velopes stuffed  full  of  cash  to 
Mr  Hamilton.  Aren’t  these 
two  people  entitled  to  protec- 
tion under  the  law  from  such 
slanderous  allegations? 

A writ  for  defamation  and 
an  injunction  requiring  Mr 
Hamilton  not  to  repeat  his 
slander  seems  to  be  the  very 
least  that  the  situation 
requires,  with  Mr  A1  Fayed 
standing  behind  his  ex-em- 
ployees in  regard  to  the  legal 
costs  involved. 

Ernest  Wood. 

Fourwinds, 

Okehampton. 

Devon  EX2D  4LX. 


Near  Ms 

Regarding  ms  (which  i 
don't  find  demeaning); 
hasn't  it  occurred  to  anybody 
that  men  may  feel  slighted  too 
because  they  can't  declare 
their  new  status  after  mar- 
riage (Letters,  March  27)?  A 
woman  changes  from  Miss  to 
Mrs.  Why  isn't  there  some 
recognition  for  a man? 

Until  marriage  a man  could 
be  known  as  Master  (Msr), 
just  as  unmarried  women  are 
Miss.  On  marriage  they’d  be- 
come Mr  and  Mrs.  When  div- 
orced or  separated,  the  man 
could  be  MR.  the  woman  MS. 

Men  would  welcome  this 
equality  — what  lad  wouldn't 
be  pleased  to  be  known  as 
Master?  Most  married  men 
must  yearn  to  be  able  to  indi- 
cate that  they  are  married. 
The  time  might  come  when  a 
man  might  even  want  to 
change  his  surname  to  that  of 
his  wife! 

(MS)  Marion  Tennison. 

64  Bricknell  Avenue. 
Kingston-upon-Hull  HUS  4JT. 

I SUGGEST  we  call  all  adult 
women  Mrs.  This  would  in- 
volve the  least  upheaval  and 
after  a while  the  title  would 
lose  the  married  quality  and 
become  just  the  neutral  way 
of  addressing  a woman 
(single,  married,  divorced  or 
whatever).  This  has  been  suc- 
cessfully introduced  in  Ger- 
man-speaking countries:  the 
Frauletn  has  all  but  disap- 
peared from  the  language, 
and  it  looks  as  if  everybody 
has  now  got  used  to  dealing 
with  Herr  X or  Frau  X when 
doing  business. 

Silvia  Kauffman. 
Slumberlands, 

Manor  Road, 
Angmering-on-Sea, 

West  Sussex. 

WE  don't  have  to  have  Ms 
or  Mr  or  Mrs  or  Miss. 
What  is  the  point  of  any  of 
them,  except  to  highlight  the 
importance  we  place  on  sur- 
name (male)  rather  than  on 
first  name?  I long  ago  rejected 
them  all  and  have  for  many 
years  been  simply 
Margo  Jackson. 

Fifth  House, 

Rock  Lane, 

Combe  Down, 

Bath  BA2  5JW. 


The  outpatient 

THE  euphoria  following  the 
success  of  The  English 
Patient  (British  film-maker 
walks  on  water  after  Oscar 
glory.  March  26)  reveals  a 
deep-rooted  inferiority  in  the 
British  body  politic  requiring 
relief  through  regular  cele- 
bratory diversions. 

Not  long  ago.  two  young 
Britans  with  disastrously  lim- 
ited sense  of  form  and  colour 
were  reported  to  have  con- 
quered the  domain  of  fashion 
in  France.  Now  we  are  told 
the  British  have  conquered 
world  cinema:  but  not  one 
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British  actor  actually  won 
anything  at  the  Oscars. 

The  charming  irony,  that 
the  patient  of  the  title  is  not 
Engltoh.  but  is  “mistaken”  as 
English,  says  it  all.  Here  is  a 
Hungarian  hero,  in  a tale  de- 
vised by  a Sri  Lankan/Cana- 
dian novelist  played  out  in 
Italy  and  Tunisia,  with  the 
help  of  American  money,  sup- 
ported by  players  from  Brit- 
ain. India,  France  and  else- 
where. and  additional 
assistance  from  Australia  — 
all  put  together  by  a Briton 
who  is  half- Italian. 

Maqbool  Aziz. 

13  Norham  Road, 

Oxford  OX2  6SF. 


Caesarean  ruling  gets  us  nowhere 


WHILE  we  welcome  the 
Court  of  Appeal's  re-as- 
sertion of  the  right  of  men- 
tally-competent  pregnant 
women  to  refuse  even  life-sav- 
ing treatment,  the  judgment 
doesn't  seem  to  move  us  on 
very  far  (Foetus  has  no  rights, 
say  Caesarean  case  Judges. 
March  27). 

The  courts  have  said  as 
much  before  on  several  occ- 
asions and  the  Royal  College 
of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynaecologists  has  issued 
guidelines  to  that  effect.  What 
we  object  to  is  that  it  is  only 
women  about  to  have  babies 
whose  competence  is  being 
challenged  in  this  way,  put- 
ting them  in  the  same  cate- 
gory as  coma  patients  and 
those  wiili  severe  mental  ill- 
nesses or  learning  disabilities. 

We  are  already  hearing 
stories  from  women  who  reel 
they  have  been,  nr  may  be. 
threatened  with  legal  action  if 
they  resist  a Caesarean,  in- 
cluding one  who  is  planning 
to  conceal  her  pregnancy  alto- 


gether. After  all  the  progress 
we've  made  recently  towards 
woman-centred  maternity 
care,  how  have  we  got  our- 
selves into  this  position? 

America  went  down  this 
path  in  the  1380s  until  a cou- 
ple of  forced  Caesareans  too 
many  resulted  in  the  deaths  ur 
a mother  and  her  baby  and.  In 
another  case,  the  suicide  of  a 
distraught  husband.  Are  law- 
yers and  hospital  risk- man- 
agement experts  going  to  drag 
us  into  the  same  disasters? 
What  a tragedy  it  would  be  if, 
in  saving  the  lives  of  a handle] 
of  women  or  their  babies,  we 
frightened  off  many  more  who 
most  need  care  and  support 
Meg  Goodman. 

Health  Policy  Officer. 

The  Maternity  Alliance. 

45  Beech  Street. 

London  EC2P2LX. 
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Euthanasia:  if  you  thought  it  was 
a clear-cut  issue,  think  again 


THE  assumption  behind 
your  leader  on  euthanasia 
(A  moral  and  clinical  mine- 
field. March  26)  seems  to  be 
that  the  case  for  its  legalis- 
ation is  compelling  but  that  it 
has  not  received  adequate 
consideration,  so  you  recom- 
mend “a  national  commis- 
sion to  clarity ...  the  Issues'*. 
But  the  ease  for  legalising  eu- 
thanasia has  now  been  heard 
ad  nauseam  by  eminent 
bodies  who  have  decisively 
rejected  It. 

The  House  of  Lords'  Select 
Committee  (1993-94).  the  New 
York  State  Task  Force  on  Life 
and  the  Law  (1991),  and  the 
Canadian  Special  Senate 
Committee  on  Euthanasia 
and  Assisted  Suicide  (199SL 
which  all  contained  members 
sympathetic  to  the  practice  in 
certain  limited  circum- 
stances. were  nonetheless 
unanimous  in  opposing  relax- 
ation of  its  legal  prohibition. 
They  recognised  the  grave 
threat  to  many  vulnerable 
persons  that  would  result 
from  permissive  legislation. 

The  Guardian  would  be 
more  impressive  as  a journal 
of  opinion  if  Its  writers  could 
find  the  courage  to  do  some 
revisionary  thinking  on  the 
necessary  limits  of  permis- 
sive morals  legislation  in- 
stead of  treating  us  to  the  pre- 
dictable PC  posturing  which 
is  a substitute  for  serious 
thought. 

Luke  Gormally. 

Director, 

Linacre  Centre  For 
Health  Care  Ethics. 

60  Grove  End  Road, 

London  NWB  9NH. 


where  appropriate  ;»nd  twul* 
lishing  necessary  safeguards 
Sir  Ludovic  Kennedy. 
President.  Voluntary 
Euthanasia  Society. 

13  Prince  of  Wales  Tenure. 
London  WR  SPG. 

IN  discussing  the  case  of 
Tony  Blond,  you  refer  n» 
permission  to  withdraw  "art 
Ificlal  feeding"  as  though 
there  is  a moral  distinction 
between  sustenance  via  u 
naso- gastric  reeding  tube  and 
— if  there  is  such  a thing  — 
■•natural"  feeding.  The  Law 
Lords  gave  permission  for  all 
feeding  to  be  withdrawn  front 
Tony  Bland,  therefore  allow 
lug  him  to  be  starved  u» 
death. 

Of  course,  there  are  eJrrum 
stances  when  withdrawal  id' 
treatment  is  entirely  appro- 
priate, but  a redefinition  of 
feeding  os  medical  treatment 
is  both  absurd  and 
duplicitous  — a sham  de- 
signed to  legally  get  rid  of 
those  who  are  disabled  ami 
whose  carers,  or  the  state, 
seem  unable  or  unwilling  to 
lookafter  them. 

There  Is  a huge  difference 
between  giving  palliatives 
which  will  free  terminally-tU 
patients  from  pain,  with  the 
acknowledged  risk  that  they 
may  accelerate  death,  and  d<*- 
liberately  killing  someone, 
either  by  direct  action,  such 
as  lethal  injection,  or  by  pas 
sively  starving  them  to  death. 
Stewart  Finn. 

43  Trehemv  Court. 

Tooting  Bee  Road. 

London  SW17  8BJ. 


I FULLY  endorse  your  call  for 
a national  commission  "to 
clarify  the  conflicting  moral 
and  clinical  issues”  concern- 
ing all  medical  decisions  at 
the  end  of  life. 

Your  suggestion.  I am  sure, 
would  also  find  favour  with 
the  vast  majority  of  the  gen- 
eral public  (82  per  cent,  ac- 
cording to  the  British  Social 
Attitudes  Survey,  1996)  and 
an  Increasing  number  of  doc- 
tors (46  per  cent,  according  to 
the  BMA  News  Review  Sur- 
vey, 1996)  who  support  a 
change  In  the  law  to  permit 
voluntary  euthanasia  in  well- 
defined  circumstances. 

However,  the  commission’s 
conclusions  will  be  worthless 
unless  it  takes  steps  to  dis- 
cover existing  medical  prac- 
tice. This  was  a glaring  omis- 
sion by  the  House  of  Lords 
Select  Committee  on  Medical 
Ethics  when  it  reported  cm 
this  matter  in  1994. 

There  now  needs  to  be  a 
large-scale  survey  of  current 
practice,  granting  doctors  im- 
munity from  prosecution 


Tuatand  Co 

Following  on  from  Jon 
Snow's  observations  on 
newsreaders'  dilemmas 
(How  Jack  Tuat  made  Radio 
4 muff  the  news,  March  25>. 
few  routine  diplomatic 
arrivals  can  have  been  so 
well,  if  briefly,  covered  ns 
the  arrival  — in  the  early 
1970s  in  Singapore  for  a pan- 
Asian  conference  — of  the 
distinguished  South  Korean 
diplomat,  Mr  Lee  Bum  Suk. 
and  his  equally  august  In- 
dian counterpart.  Mr  Dikshit 
Singh. 

Asian  broadcasters  coped 
with  aplomb,  but  Europeans 
needed  alternatives,  so  that 
they  became.  In  bath  sound 
and  print.  Mr  L B Suk  and 
Mr  D S Singh.  The  South 
Korean  embassy  pointed  out. 
quite  correctly,  that  tills  was 
inaccurate.  He  was.  in  fact. 
Mr  B S Lee. 

Bruce  Wilson, 
ll  Albany  Mews. 

London  SE5  ODQ. 


A Country  Diary 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE:  You 
can’t,  for  a moment,  suggest 
that  we  ton  formers  don't 
apply  the  full  force  of  modern 
technology  to  the  needs  of  our 
livestock  as  and  when  it  is 
needed,  .lust  to  prove  the 
point,  we  had  the  ewes  obstet- 
rically  scanned  to  confirm 
their  pregnancy  and.  hope- 
fully. the  stage  of  Us  advance- 
ment, Mind  you.  it  needs  a bit 
or  creative  imagination  to  in- 
terpret the  fiizzy  images  on  a 
tiny  black  and  white  monitor 
screen,  which  is  what  you  get 
to  look  at,  with  the  monitor 
perched  on  top  of  a hay-U;tlc. 
Meanwhile,  the  eamera  end 
on  the  end  of  a six-foot  lead,  is 
clamped,  with  constantly 
refreshed  adhesive,  to  the 
very  small  area  of  a ewe's 
abdomen  which  is  not  dart 
with  thick  wool  -•  it's  tiie  bit 
Just  on  the  upside  of  the  milk 
sac.  Philip,  the  vet  who  lives 
just  across  the  lane,  brought 
in  the  technology  one  after- 
noon and  we  ran  them  oil 
through  this  ixilnless  but  pur.- 
ding  experience.  Alternately, 
we  held  a ewe  against  the 
wooden  wall  oT  the  largest 
field-shelter  whilst  Philip 


sought  to  locate  the  camera 
end  where  It  would  relay  an 
image  of  a transverse  section 
through  the  womb.  It's  like 
looking  at  a fog  on  a dirk 
night  but  1 soon  learnt  to  rec- 
ognise the  black  patches  on 
the  screen  as  umniotic  Quid 
and  any  oilier  Image  was  a 
bonus.  2 did  see  one  tin)'  heart 
beating,  u set  of  rite,  and  the 
feet  of  one  energetic  lamb 
kicking  strongly  in  ufrro.  Hut 
ns  for  as  the  stage  of  advance 
ment  of  their  various  pregnan- 
cies is  concerned,  you  might 
well  revert  to  the  tech- 
niques of  carUftr  generations 
--  too  developing  milk  sat* 
and.  In  The  final  days,  the 
protuberant  pink  vulva.  Oft 
this  scan,  no  owe  looked  closer 
than  three  weeks  to  go  and 
several  promised  May  lambs 
So  the  cautious  entry  on  fhe 
kitchen- wall  year-planner, 
based  on  the  visual  nteerv.i 
tiun  of  young  Herbert  getting 
on  the  job  last  autumn  (which 
suggested  first  Limbs  on  Good 
Friday).  Let’s  hope  warm 
mvtther  welcomes  the  first  nf 
a rnw  generation  of  Hmlwfcfc 
tom  hs. 

COUN  LUGKHVKST 
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Matthew  Norman 


A POTENT  defence  of 
the  Government 
against  the  charge  of 
hypocrisy  has  reached  the 
Diary,  written  three  years 
ago  in  reply  to  JL  Stoneman 
of  Beckenham,  who  had  . 
asked  his  MP  to  justify  the 
Tories’  right  to  lecture  the 
rest  of  us  about  morality. 
The  author  was  Piers  Mer- 
chant, news  of  whose  al- 
leged affair  with  17-year-old 
Soho  bar  hostess  Anna  Cox 
has  done  so  much  to  rescue 
the  Government  from  un- 
flattering sleaze  coverage. 
Showing  impressive  broad- 
mindedness about  the  range 
of  characters  with  whom  he 
shares  the  Commons,  Mr 
Merchant  wrote:  “I  have  sat 
with  men  of  the  highest 
morals  with  impeccable 
character — and  with  phi- 
landerers. lechers  and  per- 
verts-. . . You  could  have  a 
parliament  and  government 
composed  of  saints,  if  yon 
could  find  enough.  And  you 
might  well  find  their  ordi- 
nances rather  on  comfort- 
able. Is  that  what  you  really 
want?”  No  doubt  Mr  Mer- 
chant will  be  deployingthis . 
argument  even  now,  as  he  I 
seeks  to  assuage  the  fury  off 
Michael  Heseltine  and  dine 
on  to  his  career.  ! 


PWtiCw 


an  LSO  reaching  os  yea 
terday  was  the  Bron- 
^■^ley  & Beckenham 
header.  “MP  reveals  aleef 
secret”  is  the  headline  1 
above  a front-page  story/ 
“Beckenham  Tory  MP  Pprs 
Merchant,”  it  reads,  “ha* 
been  revealing  his  deem 
sleep  secrets  in  a survesbar- 
tied  out  by  the  Sleep  Com- 
dL”  But  what  might  thee 
secrets  be?  “Piers’s  re<pe 
for  a good  night’s  sleep 
is . . ."—yeslyesT?—  to  go 
to  bed  with  a good  boaf-” 
But  of  course.  Piers  roorts 
that  “like  all  good  pop- 
clans”,  he  will  be  in  ted  by 
intrini^ht  during  th  ejec- 
tion. and  that  after  tie  cam- 
paign he  hopes  “to  hrve  a 
brief  holiday  to  relat”. 

MWappingSon 
Wednes  daylight, 
long  after  Mr  Mero  ant 
would  have  been  ticked  up 
with  a welTthum>d  copy  of 
Anna  Karenina.  Ana  Cox 
was  the  source  o friction  be- 
tween two  editor/  With  the 
Sun  raring  to  getpeir  story 
to  press,  reported  were  in- 
terviewing her  va  photo- 
graphic studio  sjored  with 
the  Times  and  ting  the 
copy  over  the  ppne  to  their 
newsdesk.  A minberof  the 
Times  staff  whAverfaeard 
this  alerted  thpaper, 
which  then  rouged  to  get  a 
picture  ofJVDsCox  in  its 


Back  to  the  days  of 
the  demons  who 
live  next  door 


Decca  Artkenhead 


oraar  

view  of  this, 
over  to  see 


THE  North  End  of  Bir- 
kenhead on  Mersey- 
side is  a cheerless 
scrap  or  Britain.  Its 
grizzled  docks  are  dying; 
there's  not  much  along  Corpo- 
ration Road  now  but  boarded- 
up  pubs,  abandoned  cars,  and 
prostitutes.  Until  last  Sunday, 
you  would  have  found  a 
young  heroin  addict  oiled 
Andrea  among  them.  But  by 
Monday,  Andrea  had  fled  into 
hiding.  Her  home  had  been 
vandalised.  Gangs  of  vlgOaiite 
lads  were  out  looking  for  her, 
the  other  prostitutes  had  been 
warned.  A police  patrol  car 
was  cruising  up  and  down,  i 
Andrea  Bernstein  was  In 
hiding  because  a Sunday  tab- 
loid had  printed  her  picture, 
beneath  the  headline  “The- 
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Deadliest  Woman  In  Britain”. 
She  has  earned  the  title  be- 
cause she  is  HIV  positive,  av- 
erages four  customers  a 
night,  "doesn’t  care  who  she 
infects”,  and  will  have  unpro- 
tected sex  for  an  extra  £3). 
“This  suits  callous  Bernstein 
fine,”  went  the  story,  "as  each 
client  runs  the  gauntlet  of  a 
lingering  death.”  The  tears 
she  cried  when  she  talked 
about  being  HIV  positive 
were  “self-indulgent". 

It's  a long  time  since  we 
first  heard  about  Aids.  Until 
recently,  it  had  been  a while 
since  we’d  read  about  it  in 
such  venomous  terms,  hi  the 
ugliest,  earliest  panic  there  1 
was  talk  of  Incarcerating  vic- 
tims in  camps,  or  maybe  just 
of  branding  them  instead. 
Aids  as  some  divine  come- 
uppance for  social  and  sexual 
deviants  was  a popular  inter- 
pretation. People  spoke  not  of 
“sufferers”  but  of  letbal 
“carriers”. 

But  then,  when  we  learned 
that  we  could  all  be  at  risk, 
even  from  the  nice  boy  next 
door,  we  became  a whole  lot 
more  rational  about  it  The 
important  thing  was  to  teach 
everyone  bow  to  protect 
themselves,  and  be  aware  of 
their  own  responsibilities.  We 


had  to  de-stlgma tise  the  prob- 
lem. In  80s  Britain,  not  a de- 
cade celebrated  for  its  social 
enlightenment,  this  was  no 
modest  achievement 
Well  now,  we  are  starting  to 
think  we  over-reacted  a little 
bit  It  isn't  our  problem  after 
all  — it’s  those  filthy  high- 
risk  categories  who’d  better 
watch  themselves,  while  we 
sleep  easy,  safe  In  our  nice 
sexual  practices,  and  congrat- 
ulate ourselves  on  not  being 
one  of  them.  But  If  they  even 
think  about  putting  us  at  risk 
— well  well  smash  up  their 
homes  and  be  out  on  the 
streets,  looking  for  them. 


YOU  would  have 
thought  that  as  our 
personal  fears 
receded,  weird  ice- 
berg nightmares  no  longer 
haunting  our  sleep,  we  would 
have  found  room  far  greater 
compassion  towards  those 
with  HIV  and  Aids.  Yet  we 
are  seeing  the  exact  opposite. 
A kind  of  medical  I’m-Alright- 
Jack  ugliness  is  creeping 
back,  and  cot  just  Into  tabloid 
headlines  about  hookers. 
They  don’t  need  much  excuse 
to  demonise  junkie  prosti- 
tutes — but  when  we  are 
starting  to  demonise  even 


ALUSmATKX*  PETEH  TILL 

doctors,  the  extent  of  our 
relapse  becomes  clear. 

The  “Aids  Scare  Doctor” 
who  fled  back  to  Zambia  ear- 
lier this  month  after  being 
“exposed”  as  HIV  positive  cut 
an  unsympathetic  figure.  The 
General  Medical  Council  was 
quite  within  its  guidelines  to 
strike  Patrick  Ngosa  off;  he 
had  lied  about  his  HIV  status, 
fnisiftd  the  authorities,  and 
“his  behaviour  was  a betrayal 
of  his  patients’  trust,”  it  con- 
cluded. But  this  single  case 
has  set  off  mass  panic  quite 
out  of  proportion  to  possible 
risk.  Dr  Ngosa  was  too  scared 
to  turn  up  to  bis  own  disci- 
plinary h paring  fearing  a 
“witch-hunt”  — and  when 
Annabel  Heseltine  promptly 
hunted  him  down  to  Zambia, 
you  could  see  what  he  meant 
And  now,  there  are  calls  for 
doctors  to  be  mandatorily 
tested.  “We  would  like  doc- 
tors who  have  any  cause  for 
concern  about  colleagues," 
demanded  the  Patients’ 
Association,  “to  whistle-blow 
on  them". 

The  panic  may  be  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  risk,  but  is 
entirely  in  keeping  with  a 
view  of  the  virus  which 
doesn’t  care  much  about  the 
facts,  as  long  as  no  dirty  bug- 
ger’s giving  it  to  me.  A 1993 
American  study  of  some 
20,000  patients  treated  by 
HIV-positive  health-workers 
found  not  a single  case  of 
transmission.  There  have  in 
fact  been  only  two  known 
cases  in  the  world  of  health 
workers  infecting  their  pa- 
tients with  HIV,  and  excep- 
tional circumstances  applied 
in  both.  Instances  of  patients 
infecting  health  workers,  on 
the  other  hand,  nut  into  hun- 
dreds, maybe  thousands;  just 
this  week,  a British  nurse 
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Words  that 
won’t  prevent 
terrorism 


died  after  contracting  the  vi- 
rus from  a patient  II  years 
ago. 

“Hospital  staff  continue  to 
treat  patients  with  dignity 
and  respect,”  complained  a 
junior  doctor  in  a letter  to  the 
Guardian  on  Tuesday.  "We 
don’t  demand  HTV  tests  be- 
fore we  treat  In  casualty.  Sus- 
picion of  HTV  infection  does 
not  deny  treatment  Why. 
then,  are  we  given  so  little 
respect  back?"  Yet  the  Pa- 
tients' Association  want  to 
single  out  doctors  as  the  only 
people  in  society  to  be  forc- 
ibly tested,  and  denied  the 
patient-confidentiality  the 
rest  of  us  enjoy.  Maybe  some- 
one should  suggest  the  bright 
idea  of  branding  them. 

So  now  we  are  lurching 
back  to  where  we  started,  and 
a version  of  Aids  which  is  all 
about  Them  and  Us,  the  dirty 
and  the  dean.  We  sbould  in- 
deed be  alarmed.  Not  about 
how  to  isolate  those  evil  "car- 
riers”. Not  even  about  the 
ugliness  of  a shift  in  public 

attitude  which  111- becomes  us 

— although  it  does.  We  should 
be  worried  because  this  is  a 
view  of  Aids  which  puts  us 
right  back  at  greater  risk. 

The  problems  surrounding 
an  HIV-positive  prostitute 
and  a doctor  are  plainly  dif- 
ferent, but  both  sets  become 
harder  to  solve  as  soon  as  we 
revert  to  talk  of  Them  and  Us. 
I imagtwft  the  men  who  paid 
Andrea  Bernstein  £20  extra 
are  feeling  pretty  sick  right 
now.  I imagine  their  wives 
would  feel  even  sicker  if  they 
knew,  it  is  a horrible  tragedy 
for  everyone  involved.  But  it 
is  also  the  grimly  inevitable 
consequence  of  coming  to  be- 
lieve — as  those  clients 
(“respectable  businessmen”, 
says  Andrea)  presumably  did 

— that  Aids  was  not  their 
problem. 


Mark  Steel 


AND  when  something 
isn’t  our  problem,  we 
stigmatise  those  for 
whom  it  is.  Dr  Ngosa, 
reflecting  on  his  treatment, 
commented:  "It  is  a very  big 
deterrent  factor  for  any  other 
doctor  who  fears  he  has  HIV 
to  come  forward.”  Like  most 
people,  I would  rather  the 
medical  authorities  knew  the 
HIV  status  of  my  doctor,  in 
order  that  someone  else  could 
carry  out  the  few  procedures 
which  contain  an  element  of 
risk.  Like  most  people.  I 
would  also  like  the  person  1 
am  sleeping  with  to  tell  me  If 
he  is  HTV  positive.  Many  be- 
lieve that  knowing  trans- 
mission of  the  virus  should  be 
treated  in  law  as  murder  — 
and  in  abstract  moral  terms, 
this  is  probably  unarguable. 
But  abstract  moral  terms  are 
really  neither  here  nor  there, 
when  the  only  thing  that  mat- 
ters is  preventing  people  from 
contracting  a disease  which 
will  kill  them. 

There  is  another  HIV  posi- 
tive prostitute  on  Birken- 
head’s dobks.  With  vigilantes 
out  on  the  streets,  she  is 
highly  unlikely  to  tell  anyone. 
And  there  is  a surgeon  in 
Scotland  who  is  HIV  positive. 
Only,  his  Trust  made  it  easy 
for  him  to  declare  his  status 
last  year.  He  was  not  vilified. 
And,  after  investigations,  he 
was  cleared  to  go  back  to 
work.  Patients  are  informed 
of  his  condition,  and  given 
the  option -of  another  surgeon. 
The  "overwhelming  major- 
ity”, the  Trust  reported  this 
week,  choose  not  to. 

On  the  rare  occasion  that 
we  were  actually  getting 
something  right,  it  seems  ex- 
traordinary to  now  set  about 
getting  it  wrong  with  such 
gusto.  The  prospects  of  doc- 
tors — or  prostitutes,  or  that 
nice  boy  next  door  — ■ volun- 
teering their  worries  today, 
get  dimmer  with  every  scan- 
dalised headline. 


si 


Some  MPs  always  led  lives  too  exerting  for  comfort.  Occasionally 
there  has  been  financial  impropriety  or  scandal.  So  what? 


order,  strong  defence,  a: safe 
environment  and  a clear  di- 
rection on  our  relationships 

with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Hey  expect  the  odd'sex- 
and-sleaze  story  in.  the  (Sun. 
They  do  nor  expect  the  subject 

to  finminate  the  rest  of  the 
media  as  well — certainly  not 
in  the  middle  of  the  election 
campaign.  Pretty  soon,  there 
will  be  no  respect  Tor  tne 
insular  London  village  gossip- 
shop  with  its  inner  squabbles 


When  the  chaps  in  the  Crab 
and  Lobster  start  treating 
politics  as  they  treat  a sex 
scandal  in  the  Sun.  the  demo- 


Party  managers  will  seek  to 
steady  nerves.  They  will  be 
concerned  to  avoid  a siege 
mentality  that  carries  even  a 
whiff  of  defeatism.  And  when 
this  Is  all  over,  they  will  have 
to  work  very  hard  to  get 
alongside  newspaper  editors 
and  proprietors  to  ensure  that 
relationships  are  rebuilt. 

There  is  a tendency  for  Con- 
servatives to  find  it  hard  to 
believe  that  others  do  not  see 
the  world  the  way  they  do. 
This  produces  a certain  com- 
placency. IT  they  have  not 
spent  the  last  couple  of  years 
pitting  alongside  editors,  and 
really  working  on  them  the 


which  people  are  encouraged 
to  make  their  own  way  in  file 
world,  work  hard  — and,  yes, 
play  hard.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
party  in  its  MPs  should  have 
a group  of  people  who  reflect 
and  embrace  that  philosophy. 

Of  course,  since  they  reflect 
the  society  in  which  they  live, 
some  of  them  have  always  led 
lives  somewhat  too  exciting 
fbr  comfort.  Occasionally 
there  has  been  financial  im- 
propriety or  scandal.  So 
what? 

Do  we  really  want  a bunch 
of  people  governing  os  who 
have  little  experience  of  the 
rough  and  tumble  of  the 


In  front  of  the  people.  It  is 
suggested  that  "sleaze*’  is  a 
vital  matter  that  should  be 
addressed.  Yet  It  was  John 
Major  who  pushed  the  Nolan 
and  Downey  inquiries 
through.  It  was  John  Major 
who  was  absolutely  deter- 
mined to  ensure  that  in  mat- 
ters of  “cash  for  questions1' 
the  House  should  be  clean 
and  above  reproach. 

It  is  a shame  that  within 
days  of  declaring  for  Labour, 
in  itself  a questionable  deci- 
sion, the  Sun  should  produce 
a story  which  ensured  that 
twarad  of  answering  ques- 
tions about  the  environment  I 
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made  the  classic  mistake  we 
see  sometimes  in  industry: 
they  have  lost  market  share. 
They  win  need  to  set  about 
wooing  it  back.  Right  now 
they  need  to  stick  to  their 
agenda,  deal  ruthlessly  with 
anyone  who  goes  “off  mes- 
sage", work  night  and  day  to 
push  their  record  of  achieve- 
ment down  people's  throats, 
and  deploy  honest,  straight 
and  experienced  John  Major 
at  every  turn. 

Hugh  Colver  was  Director  of 
Communications  at 
Conservative  Central  Office 
until  November  1995 


THE  fascinating  ques- 
tion, alter  an  IRA  bomb, 
is  how  the  party  leaders 
divide  up  the  words.  Alter 
this  week's  at  Wilmslow 
station.  Major  got  "Evil”. 
Blair  got  "Despicable”  and 
Ashdown  was  left  with  the 
unorthodox  "Sneaky”.  The  al- 
location must  be  well  orga- 
nised, otherwise  at  some 
point  the  news  would  begin; 
"There  was  great  embarrass- 
ment today  when  all  three 
party  leaders  chose  the  same 
word  to  describe  an  IRA 
bomb.  Mr  Mqjor  said  he  had 
‘No  idea'  that  Mr  Blair  and 
Mr  Ashdown  would  also 
plump  for  ‘Despicable’.  The 
three  men  have  apologised 
and  are  currently  drawing 
lots  to  see  which  of  them  will 
change  to  another  word.” 

Do  they  have  a meeting, 
where  they  shout  things  like: 
“You  can't  have  ’Evil’  again, 
it’s  my  turn  to  have  ‘Evil’  "? 
Will  the  Liberals  take  legal 
action  because  they  always 
get  third  choice?  Are  there 
spin  doctors  who  specialise  in 
bombs  and  run  into  offices 
yelling:  "My  hunch  says  this 
one’s  ‘Cowardly’."  What 
would  a minister  say  if  an 
interviewer  said:  ‘“Hie  last 
bomb  you  described  as  ‘Despi- 
cable’ but  this  one  you  said 
was  ‘Appalling’.  Does  this 
mean  you  don't  think  this  one 
was  quite  as  bad  as  the  last 
one?’? 

Wouldn’t  it  be  brilliant  iT 
just  once  a party  leader  said 
something  like:  "At  least  the 
IRA  don’t  pretend  they’re  try- 
ing to  Improve  the  service 
before  they  bugger  up  the 
railways.  And  when’s  the  last 
time  Stagecoach  had  the  de- 
cency to  get  someone  with  a 
thick  Irish  accent  to  ring  up 
with  an  hour’s  advance  warn- 
ing that  there'll  be  no  trains 
this  morning?" 

Instead  they  all  just  prac- 
tise looking  as  disgusted  as 
they  can,  except  for  Michael 
Howard,  who  Killed  Blair  soft 
on  terrorism,  to  add  to  his 
accusation  (hat  Labour  is  the 
burglar’s  friend.  In  a couple 
of  weeks.  Howard  will  be 
screaming:  "Mr  Straw  may 
say  he’s  tough  on  crime,  but  if 
we  brought  in  the  electric 
chair  and  there  was  no  one 
else  to  pun  the  switch,  would 
he  do  it?”  Then  the  next  day: 
“Well,  he  says  he  would,  but 
would  he  enjoy  it?  Eh?  Would 
he  drool  at  the  mouth  and  go 
all  sweaty  on  the  palms  ofhls 
hands  and  start  panting  and 
get  an  erection?  No.  Because 
he  is  the  burglar’s  friend." 

As  the  Tory  Party  descends 
into  its  final  acts  of  insanity, 
Michael  Heseltine  will  add: 
“Sinn  Fein  say  there  are  I 


likely  to  be  more  of  these 
bombs.  Well,  what  the  British 
people  want  to  know  Is  how 

much  are  these  bombs  going 
to  cost,  and  doesn't  this  prove 
that  if  they’re  elected  they  will 
end  up  putting  up  taxes?” 

Yet  despite  all  this,  there 
are  people  who  believe  that 
Major  has  tried  hard  to 
achieve  peace  in  Ireland,  and 
has  just  been  unlucky.  But 
this  is  someone  who  has  spent 
years  watching  everything 
he’s  touched  become  a disas- 
ter. He  should  never  have 
been  allowed  near  Ireland. 
It's  as  if  someone  came  into 
your  house,  spilt  the  tea, 
smashed  a vase,  put  their  foot 
through  the  telly  and  then 
said:  “Now  I'm  going  to 
rewire  your  electrics.” 

First  he  wasted  a year  not 
believing  in  the  IRA  ceasefire 
unless  they  declared  It  was 
"permanent”,  on  which  basis 
no  conflict  would  ever  have 
ended,  and  Rome  would  still 
be  at  war  with  the  Carthagin- 
ians while  their  leaders 
screamed:  "How  can  we  trust 
them  when  they  haven't 
handed  over  all  their 
elephants?" 

Then  came  the  demand  (hat 
the  IRA  de-commission  its 
weapons.  But  even  if  they’d 
complied  it  wouldn't  have  sat- 
isfied Major  and  the  Union- 
ists, because  how  would  they 
have  known  that  was  all  of 
them?  Would  they  have  de- 
manded to  see  their  receipts 
and  tax  returns  to  check  they 
weren’t  hiding  any? 


Eventually  his  whole 
Government  was  only 
surviving  with  the  say- 
so  of  the  Unionists,  and  it 
seemed  as  if  any  day  he  would 
introduce  a "Compulsory  to 
bang  a drum  near  n Catholic 
every  morning"  bill,  while  in- 
sisting that  any  suggestion 
there 'd  been  a deal  was 
ludicrous. 

Which  left  him  back  at  the 
marvellously  successful  strat- 
egy of  wandering  to  a bomb 
site  every'  couple  of  months 
wondering  whether  this  one 
was  Evil.  Despicable  or 
Cowardly. 

Maybe  this  time  it’s  Ash- 
down who  chose  the  best 
word  with  "Sneaky”.  He 
should  know,  because  he 
served  with  the  Army  in  Ire- 
land. If  the  IRA  had  used  the 
same  unsneaky  methods  as 
the  Paras,  they  certainly 
wouldn’t  have  put  a couple  of 
bombs  on  a Cheshire  station. 
Instead  they’d  have  spent 
months  locking  up  the  com- 
muters without  a trial,  and 
then  when  they  protested 
peacefully  they'd  have  opened 
fire  on  them,  finally  they’d 
have  set  up  an  inquiry  run  by 
one  of  their  mates  and  an- 
nounced the  result  a few 
weeks  later  over  the  Tannoy: 
"We  regret  to  announce  there 
will  be  no  apologies  this 
morning,  as  according  to  our 
inquiries  the  customers  fired 
first" 

Mark  Steel  Is  a comedian, 
broadcaster  and  writer.  Next 
week  Bel  Littlejohn  returns 
from  maternity  leave 


If  your  Building  Society 
is  turning  into  a bank 

LAUGH 

all  the  way 

to  the  Building  Society. 


Can  fra  an  0500  30  20 10 

(quoting  nefSCDS) 

■on -hi  Sam -Spin.  Weekends,  Sam  - 6pm, 


Hud  us  on  the  Interact  at  hnjK//www.urionwidc.co.uk 


Nationwide  Building  Society,  Pipers  Wap,  Swindon  SN33  1NW. 
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U Alexis  Johnson 


Man  in  the  shadows 


The  veteran  for- 
eign. service  officer 
U Alexis  Johnson, 
who  has  died  aged 
88,  was  one  of  the 
people  who  steered  American 
foreign  policy  from  the  age  of 
Innocence  before  the  second 
world  war  to  die  age  of  expe- 
rience in  Vietnam  and  after. 
In  a period  when  the  spotlight 
fell  on  politicians,  professors 
and  dollar-a-year  men  from 

Wall  Street,  Johnson  was  one 

of  the  professionals  who  were 
there  before  the  spotlight 
shone,  and  still  there  after  it 
bad  moved  on- 
to the  memoirs  of  the  time 
be  tends  to  rate  a passing 
mention  — present  at  this 
meeting,  head  of  that  task 
force.  But  he  wielded  the 
spade  far  more  reliably  than 
better-known  contemporar- 
ies. Equally  be  never  showed 
much  sign  of  questioning  the 
cold  war  assumptions  of  his 
political  masters. 

Johnson  was  bom  in  Falun, 
Kansas,  not  your  typical 
borne  background  for  Ameri- 
can diplomats  in  a generation 
when  most  of  them  came  from 
wealth)'  eastern  families  and 
private  boarding  schools.  He 
joined  the  foreign  service  in 
1935,  when  the  US  army  was 
smaller  than  that  of  Portugal. 


and  when,  not  least  In  his  na- 
tive midwest,  isolationism 
was  in  the  ascendant 

After  the  second  world  war. 
Johnson  served  as  XJS  consul 
in  the  Philippines  and  in 
Japan,  and  ted  the  US  delega- 
tion at  talks  with  the  Chinese 
at  the  end  of  the  active  phase 
of  the  Korean  War.  Dubbed 
"immensely  able"  by  col- 
leagues, by  1953  he  had  risen 
to  the  rank  of  ambassador, 
and  spent  three  years  in  that 

rank  in  Prague  and  another 
three  quiet  years  in  Bangkok 
as  ambassador  in  Thailand. 

Although  his  style  was  by 
no  means  that  of  Camelot,  It 
was  under  the  Kennedy  Ad- 
ministration that  Johnson’s 
career  took  off.  albeit  in  unob- 
trusive fashion.  As  deputy 
under-secretary  of  state,  one 
of  the  top  half-dozen  officials 
in  the  department,  and  very 
nearly  the  most  senior  profes- 
sional in  a world  of  Wall 
Street  lawyers  and  invest- 
ment bankers,  he  was  at  Ken- 
nedy's side  in  such  great  mat- 
ters as  the  Bay  of  Pigs 
invasion  in  1961  and  the  Cu- 
ban missile  crisis  of  1962. 

Admitted  to  the  executive 
committee  (ExComm)  of  14  or 
15  who  conducted  American 
policy  during  the  most  chill- 
ing confrontation  of  the  cold 


war,  it  was  Johnson  who. 
with  the  brilliant  Wall  Street 
amateur  Paul  Nitze,  worked 
out  a detailed  timeline  for  the 
measures  that  had  to  be  taken 
before  and  after  the  Presi- 
dent’s speech.  This  was  to  be- 
come something  of  a special- 
ity of  Johnson’s  in  later 
crises.  He  did  not,  however, 
get  on  with  the  President’s 
brother,  Robert  Kennedy,  and 


He  was  at 
Kennedy's  side  in 
the  1 961  Bay  of 
Pigs  invasion  and 
the  1962  Cuban 
missile  crisis 


stood  down  from  the  chair- 
manship of  the  top  level  Cl 
(counter-insurgency)  group — 
which  had  been  charged  with 
coping  with  the  Vietcong  and 
other  rebellions  In  south-east 
Asia  — because  of  Bobby’s 
interference. 

Johnson’s  opposition  to 
Kennedy's  gung-ho  counter- 
insurgency enthusiasm  was 
certainly  not  ideologically 


based.  He  took  a strong  cold 
war  line  on  Vietnam.  He 
served  as  number  two  under 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge  in  the  US 
embassy  in  Saigon  as  the  war 
escalated  in  1964  and  1965, 
surviving  a car  bomb  attack 

From  1966  to  1969  he  was  US 
ambassador  in  Japan,  where 
he  mastered  the  intricacies  of 
textile  negotiations,  and  was 
then  appointed  deputy  under? 
secretary  of  state  for  political 
affairs  by  President  Nixon, 
and  served  in  that  post  and 
then  as  imder-secretary  until 

1973.  Things  almost  got  off  on 
the  wrong  foot  As  a senior 
and.  loyal  State  Department 
man  he  made  the  mistake  of 
trying  to  back  his  nominal  su- 
perior, the  Secretary  of  State, 
William  P Rogers,  against  the 
determined  attempts  by 
Henry  Kissinger,  the  Presi- 
dent’s national  security  ad- 
viser, to  undermine  him. 

He  survived  even  this  dan- 
gerous error  of  judgment 


Even  Kissinger,  not  lavish 
with  praise  of  the  career  state 
department  people,  called 
him  “skilled,  disciplined,  pru- 
dent and  loyal".  He  earned 
Kissinger’s  grudging  admira- 
tion for  the  6k01  with  which, 
when  he  and  his  State  Depart- 
ment colleagues  seriously  dis- 
agreed with  one  of  President 


Nixon’s  proposals,  he  would 
delay  it  to  death-  Throughout  j 
the  long  and  difficult  period 
when  Bm  Rogers  was  osten- 
sibly Secretary  of  State  and 
Kissinger  was  determined  to 
control  US  foreign  policy,  and 1 
on  a whole  series  of  different  | 
issues,  Including  the  Indo- 
Pa  kishm  war  of  1971  and  the 
“opening  to  China",  Alex 
Johnson  achieved  the  diffi- 
cult balancing  teat  of  defend- 
ing the  department  without ! 
losing  Kissinger's  respect 
to  1973  Johnson  was  made 
the  head  of  the  Strategic 
Arms  Limitation  Talks  dele- 1 
gallon,  where  be  teamed  up 
again  with  fate  old  ally  Paul  | 
Nitze,  until  he  finally  retired, 
after  42  years  In  the  US  for- 
eign service,  in  1977.  In  retire- 
ment he  wrote  a memoir, 
aptly  entitled  The  Right  Hand  j 
qf  Power. 

He  had  been  01  for  some 
years  before  his  death,  and 1 
recently  moved  to  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  to  be  near 
one  of  his  two  married  daugh- , 
tors.  He  is  survived  by  two  | 
daughters  and  two  sans. 


Godfrey  Hodgson 


Ural  Alexis  Johnson,  diplomat, 
bom  October  17.  1908;  died 
March  24. 1997 


Johnson  watches  as  Vietnam's  deputy  prime  minister.Tban  Vanbo,  pins  a medal  to  the 

fnffln  ftfAmariaim  victims  of a hnmh  blast  in  IflfiS  - . 


John  Lewis 


A cultured  way  with 
graphic  design 


JOHN  Lewis,  who  has 
died  aged  84,  was  one  of 
the  last  of  the  typogra- 
phers who  learned  his 
skills  in  the  printing  trade 
rather  than  at  art  school.  His 
life  was  shaped  as  much  by 
his  enthusiasms  — for  boats 
and  sailing,  pottery  and  old 
printing  — as  by  what  he  did 
for  a living.  But  he  was  im- 
portant in  helping  establish 
graphic  design  as  a recognis- 
able profession  in  Britain 
through  his  teaching  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Art,  his 
membership  of  governing 
bodies  and  advisory  boards, 
through  his  books  and  by  the 
example  ofhis  work. 

John  Lewis  was  bora  in 
Wales,  the  son.  of  a bank  man- 
ager. After  the  first  world  war 
the  family  moved  to  Surrey 
and  Lewis  went  to  school  at 
Charterhouse.  He  studied 
medicine  rather  than  the 
army,  which  was  his  tether’s 
choice  of  a career  for  him. 
But  after  a year  at  Bart’s, 
where  he  had  shown  promise 
only  in  medical  illustration, 
he  enrolled  at  the  Goldsmiths 
College  School  of  Art.  His 
tutor  was  the  painter-illustra- 
tor Rowland  Hilder.  who  also 
instilled  in  him  a love  of  boats 
which  many  years  later 
resulted  in  Lewis's  classic 
books  on  their  conversion 
and  repair. 


Lewis’s  first  commission 
came  from  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  to 
paint  murals  depicting  the 
further  outposts  of  Empire 
where  the  society  did  its 
work.  Lewis  was  beginning  to 
establish  himself  as  a free- 
lance Illustrator  when  his 
career  was  interrupted  by  the 
war.  Like  many  from  the  arts 
— artists,  stage  designers, 
couturiers,  and  architects. 
Lewis  worked  in  camouflage, 
a job  which  took  him  to  Can- 
ada and  Italy  and  found  him 
friends  who  were  to  play 
parts  in  his  professional  life. 
Through  one,  James  Gardner, 
the  illustrator  and  designer, 
he  got  a job  as  studio  manager 
with  the  Ipswich  printers.  W 
S Cowell  & Son.  known  for 
the  quality  of  its  colour  lith- 
ography. Typically,  one  inter- 
view with  a joint  managing 
director  was  spent  discussing 
the  bar  and  shingle  banks  to 
be  negotiated  sailing  into  the 
River  Deben. 

Lewis  bad  gone  to  Cowells 
with  no  understanding  of 
printing  or  typography. 
Cowells  taught  him  and  in 
1947  he  surprised  the  conser- 
vative print  trade  with  the  de- 
sign of  the  firm's  own  Hand- 
book of  Printing  Types, 
Illustrated  by  artists  includ- 
ing Henry  Moore.  John  Piper 
and  Graham  Sutherland.  This 


and  other  work  for  Cowrite 
led  to  his  meeting  senior  fig- 
ures in  the  arts.  In  1948,  the 
first  year  Lewis  designed  pub- 
licity for  the  Aldeburgh  Festi- 
val. Benjamin  Britten  asked 
him  to  do  the  sets  for  Let's 
Make  an  Opera.  The  same 
year,  to  secure  a deal  for  the 
production 'of  a lithograph,  a 
meeting  with  Picasso  was  ar- 
ranged. This  took  place  an  the 
beach  at  Golfe  Juan.  The  art- 
ist then  invited  Lewis  and  bis 
wife.  Grisrida,  to  an  extrava- 
gant lunch  with  (he  sculptor 
Henri  Laurens,  guided  them 
in  a tour  of  his  work  at  the 
museum  in  Antibes  and  drove 
with  them  to  the  ceramics  fac- 
tory at  Vallauris.  Pottery  was 
another  of  Lewis’s  Interests. 
With  Grisrida.  he  collected 
British  pottery,  on  which  she 
became  an  authority,  produc- 
ing an  essential  collectors’ 
history. 

The  interest  in  popular  arte 
— fairground  painting,  ships’ 
figureheads,  Staffordshire  fig- 
ures and  19th-century  broad- 
sheets — was  a feature  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Art  at  the 
time  Lewis  went  to  teach 
there  In  1951.  A fellow  Old 
Carthusian,  Richard  Guyatt 
had  been  appointed  head  of  a 
new  department  of  graphic 
design,  but  confessed  to 
Lewis:  “The  trouble  is,  I don’t 
know  anything  about  it." 


Line  and  feline . . . Lewis,  author  of  a number  of  books  on  typography  and  design,  at  work 


Lewis  recommended  his  de- 
sign colleague  at  Cowells. 
John  Brinkley,  as  a teacher 
and  joined  the  staff  himself 
two  years  later.  He  found  the 
ambience  of  the  college  senior 
common  room,  once  de- 
scribed as  a cross  between  an 
Oxford  college  and  an  offi- 
cers' mess,  congenial.  While 
his  practical  experience  of 
printing  and  its  history  made 
him  an  effective  and  much- 
liked  teacher. 

In  the  1960s  Lewis  was  a 
member  of  the  teams  orga- 
nised by  the  National  Council 
for  Diplomas  in  Art  and  De- 
sign to  validate  courses  in  the 
hundreds  of  art  schools.  De- 
signers he  met  as  a result  of 
this  were  among  those  he  per- 
suaded by  his  question  — 
“Surely  you  must  have  one 
book  In  you?”  — to  write  for 
the  Studio  Vista  paperback 
series  that  Lewis  edited. 
Mainly  on  design,  these 
square-format  books  were 
often,  and  in  some  cases 
remain,  the  only  texts  avail- 
able in  their  subject.  Of  the  40 
to  appear  in  the  series,  Lew- 
is’s practical  textbook  Typog- 
raphy: Basic  Principles  was 
one  of  the  first.  In  1954  he  bad 
been  co-author,  with  John 
Brinkley,  of  Graphic  Design, 
but  his  best-known  books 
were  those  which  reflected 
his  personal  enthusiasms: 
Printed  Ephemera,  first  pub- 
lished in  1962  and  still  In 
print,  and  The  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Book  in  1964.  reissued  in 
paperback.  Anatomy  qf  Print- 
ing. based  on  his  lectures  to 
first-year  students  at  the 
Royal  College  (he  had  stopped 
teaching  there  in  1963),  ap- 
peared in  1970. 

Lewis's  books  show  his  con- 
cern with  the  everyday  use 
and  usefulness  of  printing. 
Designing  print  was  a way  of 
earning  a living;  the  appear- 
ance of  the  printed  sheet 
could  attract  more  customers, 
could  keep  the  presses  run- 
ning and  the  compositors, 
plate  makers  and  machine- 
minders  in  work.  He  talked  of 
craft  skills  and  of  a book 
being  well-made  — as  if  he 
was  talking  of  a decent  boat 
He  claimed  to  cultivate  the 
Welsh  manner  of  “coming  up 
pleasant",  a trait  that  could 
equally  apply  to  his  elegant 
typography,  aware  of  current 
developments,  stylistic  and 
technical,  but  rooted  in  a judi- 
cious antiquarian  is  to.  Indeed, 
his  work  reflected  his  view  of 
the  typographer  as  “a  cul- 
tured man,  that  te,  someone 
who  is  conscious  of  both  the 
past  and  the  present  in  the 
arts,  in  literature  and  in  the 
crafts  of  printing  and  typogra- 
phy.” Lewis  would  have  been 
too  modest  to  apply  this  to 
himself,  but  tt  is  a fitting  de- 
scription. His  thoroughly  use- 
fill  books  will  be  a lasting 
memorial. 


Richard  HoJRs 


John  Lewis,  typographer, 
graphic  designer,  writer  and 
teacher,  born  December  11, 
1912:  died  December  22. 1996 


Bryan  Coles 


RYAN  Coles,  who  has 
died  aged  70,  will  be 
remembered  for  his 
contributions  to  toe 
physics  of  metals,  his  encyclo- 
paedic knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  physical  prop- 
erties of  metallic  alloys  and 
compounds  — which  en- 
thralled many  s conference 

and  Rwninar  anitiBnrp  — and 

for  his  friendship  to  scientists, 
young  and  old. 

Bom  In  Cardiff  he  was  edu- 
cated at  Canton  High  School, 
and  the  University  of  Wales, 
Cardiff  where  he  studied  met- 
allurgy because,  as  he  said: 
“My  parents  thought  that  a 
working-class  lad  with  that 
degree  would  always  fizxl  a job 
In  the  south  Wales  steel  indus- 
try”. He  then  worked  with  the 
metallurgist  vim  iwm  Hume- 
Rothery  at  Oxford  and  devel- 
oped a lifelong  interest  in  the 
physics  of  transition  metals 
and  alloys.  They  wrote  a com- 
prehensive and  Influential 
review  article  on  this  subject 
published  in  an  early,  1954  vol- 
ume of  Advances  in  Physics.  In 
1950  he  took  up  a lectureship 
in  metal  physics  at  imperial 
College,  London,  and  by  1966 
had  risen  to  become  professor 
of  solid  state  physics.  His  in- 
augural lecture.  Solid  State 
Physics  — in  Particular  Met- 
als, is  a classic. 

At  Imperial  he  made  Impor- 


tant contributions  to  research 
on  transition  and  rare  earth 
metals  and  alloys  in  areas 
which  are  now  known  as  the 
Kondo  effect  spin  fluctua- 
tions. spin  glasses  —the  state 
of  frozen-in  magnpHr  disorder 
and  a term  that  Bryan  Coles 
coined  — heavy  fermions  and 
intermediate  valence  com- 
pounds. Throughout  his 
career,  he  was  interested  in 
superconductivity,  and  the 
relationship,  or  sometimes  the 
competition,  between  super- 
conductivity and  different 
possible  kindft  of  magnetic 


Coles . . .became  emeritus 
professor  at  imperial  College 


order.  Bryan  provided  dy- 
namic leadership  for  Imperi- 
al’s research  grotto  in  experi- 
mental solid  state  physics, 
which  he  built  up.  Scientists 
from  all  over  the  world  were 
attracted  by  Ate  hospitality 
and  stimulus  of-  his  labora- 
tory. Bryan  himself  was  a con- 
stant source  of  apt  quotations, 
derived  from  an  extensive 
knowledge  of -.English,  litera- 
ture, coupled  with  an  innate 
sense  of  humour. 

From  1954-56  Bryan  was  a 
research  fellow  at  Pittsburgh's 
Carnegie  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy. In  1962  and  1969  he  was  a 
visiting  professor  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  California,  San 
Diego,  anddn  1963  he  was  vis- 
iting professor  at  the  Universi- 
ty. of  Minnesota.  In  1965  he 
married  Merivan  Robinson,  a 
Minnesota  University 
graduate.  . 

At  Imperial  College,  he  was 
dean  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  from  1964  to  1986,  and 
college  pro-rector  from  1986  to 
199L  He  chaired  the  Science 
Research  Council  physics 
committee  from  1973-76,  and 
the  Science  and  Engineering 
Resarch  Council  neutron 
beam  research  committee 
from  1985-88.  He  served  cm 
various  British  and  interna- 
tional physics  bodies,  edited 
Advances  in  Physics  from 
3963 to  1976,and  became,  chair- 


man of  he  publish- 

ers, Tayor  & Francis.  In  1991 
he  was  fected  a fellow  of  the 
Royal  Safety. 

After  eflrement  in  1991  he 
became  toerftus  professor  at 
Imperial  College.  His  inter- 
ests turad  to  heavy-fermion 
materials. Together  with  his 
collaborates,  he  showed  the 
value  of  embining  relatively 
straightforward  measure- 
ments of  Metrical  resistivity  ■ 
with  the  us?  of  more  sophisti- 
cated probe  such  as  neutrons 
and  moons  He  was  enthused 
particulariyby  the  interplay 
of  magnetisi  and  supercon- 
ductivity in  xan  pounds  such 
as-URu2Si2,  rjd  the  intriguing 
semiconductfg  to  metal  tran- 
sition found  in  CeNiSn.  He 
regarded , tie  eponymous 
Kondo  insuators  with  a 
healthy  soeptlism,  saying  he 
would  not  Ukito  rely  on  one 
of  these  oompunds  to  shield 
him  from  LOOfroits. 

Bryam  enjoy*  travel.  stimu- 
lating collaboitors  around 
die  world.  "Wi  have  lost  a 
greet  solid  statiphysicist  He 
Is  survived  byiis  wife  and 
two  sons. 


Keith  McEvran  ad 

David  Caplin  > 


Bryan  Coles,  physfet,  bom  Jan- 
uary 9,  1928;  dled=ebruary  24, 
1097 


Birthdays 


Rosemary  Ashe,  soprano,  44; 
Sr  Dirk  Bogarde,  actor  and 
author,  76;  George  Bruce, 
portrait  and  landscape 
painter,  67;  Steve  Bon,  foot- 
baller, 32;  Prof  Lord  (John) 
Butterfield,  former  Master, 
Downing  College,  Cambridge, 
77;  Sir  Robert  Clarke,  chair- 
man, Thames  Water,  68;  Sir 
Richard  Eyre,  artistic  direc- 
tor, Royal  National -Theatre, 
54;  Robert  Harris,  actor,  97; 
Prof  Peter  Harm  easy,  writer, 
journalist,  historian,  50;  Peter 
HolwelL  principal.  London 
University,  61;  Nasser  Hus- 
sain, cricketer,  34;  Queen  In- 
grid of  Denmark,  87;  Lord 
(Frank)  Judd,  62;  Neil  Kin- 
nock.  EC  Transport  Commis- 
sioner, 55;  Penny  Mansfield 


director.  One  Plus  One,  46; 
Kylie  Minogue.  singer  and 
actress,  29;  Martin  Neaiy,  or- 
ganist, 57;  Michael  Parkin- 
son, broadcaster,  62;  Frances 
Partridge,  Bloomsbury  dia- 
rist 97;  Prof  Michael  Raw- 
lins, clinical  pharmacologist 
56;  Dr  Derek  Roberts,  pro- 
vost University  College,  Lon- 
don, 65;  Prof  Merton 
Sandler,  chemical  patholo- 
gist 71;  Jade  Simmons,  crick- 
eter, 56;  Richard  Stilgoe,  lyri- 
cist 54. 


Letter:  Oscar  Lewenstein 


Richard  Vicary  writes:  I first 
met  Oscar  Lewenstein  {obitu- 
ary, February  28)  in  Novem- 
ber 1940  when  we  were  both 
transferred,  as  sub-standard 
infantrymen  to  804  (S)  Com- 
pany, Pioneer  Corps.  Oscar 
was  sent  to  the  orderly  room, 
and  1 to  one  of  the  operational 
sections  to  poor  thick  smoke 
over  military  targets  in  south- 
east London,  on  moonlit 
nights  during  tile  German  air 
raids. 

' Within  a few  days  be  had 
nobbled  me  to  draw  illustra- 
tions for  tiie  wall  newspaper 
he  had  persuaded  our  unsus- 
pecting commanding  officer  to 
allow.  It  was  a marvellously 
iconoclastic  effort,  and  bow  he 
got  away  with  his  jingles 
about  the  officers  and  NCOs  is 
a tribute  to  his  personality. 

Oscar  would  hand  bis 
verses  for  illustration  to  me  in 
the  evening  and  expect  car- 
toons by  the  following  morn- 
ing. Not  easy  in  a crowded 
barrack  room. 

He  had  the  supreme  gift  of 
being  able  to  motivate  the 
most  unlikely  people.  Our  unit 
was  very  rough,  comprising 
Dunkirk  veterans,  wounded 
soldiers  and  reservists  yet 
most  of  them  produced  poetry. 


articles  and  other  features. 
One  even  started  to  compose 
music.  After  a month  or  so, 
the  wall  newspaper  became  a 
two-pence  magazine,  sold  an 
the  weekly  pay  parade.  . 

Oscar  also  secured  a much 
coveted  sleeping-out  pass  and 
several  of  us  would  repair  on 
off-duty  evenings  to  his  flat  to 
play  Monopoly.  Oscar  always 
won.  Almost  speechless,  bank- 
rupt, we  would  sit  round  the 
table -while  Oscar  owned 
everything,  asking  him  how. 
be  squared  it  with,  his  socialist 

ideals. 

The  year  I spent  in  this  unit 
hap  remained  exceptionally 
clear  in  my  memory.  It  Is  hard 
to;  say  whether  it  was  the 
almost  nightly  mayhem  — our 
building  was  bombed  and  one 
wing  destroyed  — or  the  cre- 
ative upsurge  that  Oscar  had 
initiated. 

The  following  October  I left 
the*  company  and  did  not  see 
Oscar  again  until  after  the 
war,  when  we  met  In  London 
several  times:  1 next  came 
across  him  in  the  late  1960s, 
he  V|as  listed  with  an  office  in 
Mayfair  In  the  Writers'  and 
Artists'  Yearbook.  I wrote  to 
him  ^and  -received  a most 
friendjiy  reply  but  he  couldn’t 


recall  who  I was  Some  12 
years  or  more  lafr,  he  fea- 
tured in  a colour  spplement 
article  so  I had  amber  shot 
In  .the  army  L wi  always 
known  as  Vic,  anche  was 
always  known  as  Legy.  So  I 
wrote  in  those  term  and  he 
rang  me  up  asking  rd  to  meet 
him  at  his  dub.  Thte/i  in- 
vited him  to  an  art  exjbition. 

He  rang  me  up  agai  to  say 
that  he  had  an  Invest  in 
publishing  and  needefa  chil- 
dren’s book  illustrating 
“But  Oscar,  I have  new  illus- 
trated a book  before." 

"Richard.  I have  new  pub- 
lished a book  before.l  am 
teaming. . . you  team." 

He  hadn't  changed.  , 
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Mini  Berlin  Wall 
torn  down  as 
Manchester’s 
revival  nears 
completion  in 
wake  of  bomb 


Notebook 


HSBC  banks  on 
some  Latin  flair 


\ /ICTQRIAN  commodity 
V traders  knew  Man- 
chester’s Royal  Exchange 
as  the  greatest  trading  floor 
in  Europe,  utrUes  Martyn 
Halsall  Today  it  marks  the 
largest  enclosed  scaffolding 
site  in  Britain  as  the  city 
celebrates  progress 
towards  the  return  to  com- 
mercial normality  after  the 
IRA  bomb  attack  last  June. 


Senior  councillors  yester- 
| day  reopened  Market  Street 

— at  a ceremony  near  the 
I spot  where  the  bomb  ex- 
ploded— with  the  removal 
Of  a “mini  Berlin  Wall**, 
above,  which  had  divided 
the  North-west  region’s 
busiest  shopping  street 
since  the  explosion.  “This  is 
a great  Easter  present  for 
Manchester.”  said  Fat  Har- 


ney, chairman  of  the  coun- 
cil’s city  centre  committee. 

The  ceremony  opened  a 
route  past  the  former  Marks 
& Spencer  store,  within  feet 
of  where  the  &300  lb  bomb 
exploded. 

Hundreds  of  experts 
worked  round  the  clock  to 
give  the  Royal  Exchange, 
which  dates  from  1860,  its 
Interior  web  alter  the  IRA 


exploded  the  biggest  bomb 
on  mainland  Britain  200 
metres  away.  Some  50,000 
metres  of  steel  tnbingwere 
manhandled  into  a series  of 
new  floors  to  enable  a thor- 
ough inspection  of  walls 
and  moulded  ceilings  up  to 
35  metres  high. 

Most  of  the  original 
retailers  have  returned  to 
the  outside  of  the  Exchange  * 


but  it  will  be  months  before 

nfRnx  Indripthohnllillng 

reopen,  and  1998  before  au- 
diences return  to  the 
theatre  occupying  most  of 
the  old  trading  floor. 

“There  are  tremendous 
time  pressures  to  get  people 
in  and  get  them  working.’ 
said  Andy  Lowther.  project 
manager. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  DON  MePHEE 


Two  key  car  plants  rescued 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 

THE  sensible  reaction  to 
any  global  group  spend- 
ing $1  billion  on  becom- 
ing one  of  the  biggest  retail 
bankers  in  Brazil  might  be  to 
recall  the  debt  crisis  of  the 
1980s  and  sell  the  shares.  Cer- 
tainly, HSBC's  decision  to 
take  on  the  Banco  Bamerin- 
dus  do  Brasil  — which  has 
more  than  1,400  branches  (al- 
most as  many  as  its  Midland 
oflshoot  in  the  UK)  — ■ looks  a 
trifle  too  bold. 

Then  again,  unlike  the 
other  UK-based  banks,  HSBC 
is  showing  a determination  to 
be  a dominant  force  in  the 
banking  systems  of  emerging 
market  economies  which  is 
impressive. 

While  Nat  West  has  focused 
its  expansion  on  investment 
banking,  with  some  serious 
cost.  HSBC  is  seeking  to  re- 
create In  Latin  America  what 
it  has  built  for  itself  in  the 
Far  East  over  a far  longer 
period. 

However,  Latin  America 
remains  a tremendous  oppor- 
tunity. What  is  different  in 


being  forced  on  the  mutuals 
by  competition  and  the  chang- 
ing face  of  the  financial  ser- 
vices industry,  forget  it  Ac- 
cording to  the  Treasury 
minister,  Angela  Knight,  the 
transformation  now  taking 

place  in  Britain's  building 
societies  is  a demonstration 
of  how  her  party  is  carrying 
forward  the  values  of  saying, 
investment  and  ownership  to 
millions  of  hard  working 
people.  In  her  enthusiasm  Ms 
Knight  seems  to  have  forgot- 
ten all  of  these  values, 
together  with  that  long-forgot- 
ten virtue  prudence,  were 
part  of  the  building  society 
movement  in  the  first  place. 

What  the  Tories  are  seeking 
to  take  credit  for  is  the  flota- 
tion of  up  to  £20  billion  of 
building  society  shares  this 
year  — os  if  it  were  their  give- 
away rather  than  an  entitle- 
ment always  available  to 
members.  After  all  It  Is  nearly 
eight  years  since  Abbey 
National  trailblazed  the  path 
for  what  has  followed. 

As  has  been  the  case  in  the 
past  — the  Barber  boom  of  the 
early  1970s  and  the  Lawson 
bubble  of  the  1980$  are  classic 
examples  — Conservative 
chancellors  have  always 
failed  to  recognise  the  credit 
risks  of  their  financial 
reforms.  It  wasn’t  so  much 
the  tax  cuts  or  low  interest 
rates  post-1987  which  pro- 
duced the  unsustainable 
boom  and  high  inflation  at 
the  end  of  the  last  economic 
cycle,  but  the  accompanying 
reforms  in  the  credit  markets 


this  economic  cycle  is  that  the  where  lenders  were  foiling 
promise  appears  to  be  based  over  each  other  to  make  risky 
on  more  democratic  and  lib-  loans. 


eral  market  values  than  was 
the  case  in  the  past  While 


This  time  around  it  could 
well  be  the  building  society 


..  . - — : Ford  had  said  that  Escort 

production  would  continue 

mggnrmniiw  only  in  Spain  and  Germany. 

Halewood  was  offered  the  pos- 

THE  fiiture  of  two  of  sibflity  of  making  a speciality 
Britain’s  oldest  car  vehicle,  provided  state  aid 
plants  appeared  se-  was  forthcoming, 
cure  ‘ yesterday  Following  yesterday’s  an- 
when  Ford  won  a nouncement,  made  by  Trade 
£15  million  grant  from  the  and  Industry  Secretary  Ian 


staff  agree  pay  freeze 


w * much  investor  attention  has  payouts,  together  with  other 

focused  on  the  glamour  econ-  bonuses  such  as  electricity 
omies  of  Chile  and  Argentina,  rebates  and  Tessa  maturities 
Brazil  (which  represents  two-  which  are  foe  undoing  of  foe 
“Obtaining  grant-aid  assis-  j pact  on  foe  [Merseyside]  econ-  thirds  of  Latin  American  best  confluence  of  economic 
tance  for  the  multi-activity  omy  because  we  are  moving  GDP)  has  remained  relatively  factors  seen  for  a long  time. 


vehicle  project  is  an  impor-  ahead  in  other  sectors. 


under  recognised. 


The  handout  culture  already 


T 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  EcBtor 


TWO-TEAR  pey  freeze  I who  operate  buses. 


tant  part  of  securing  a long-  Linda  Bloomfield,  chief  ex-  What  will  be  important  for  is  being  reflected  in  money 
BA’s  drive  to  save  £1  term  future  for  foe  Halewood  ecutive  of  the  Merseyside  HSBC  as  it  consolidates  in  supply  growing  way  beyond 

billion  by  2000.  Those  In-  plant,"  TEC.  estimated  that  £3  mil-  Brazilian  banking,  adding  target  ceilings.  It  is  inevitable 

volved  include  ramp  and  Although  Ford  said  it  was  lion-£4  million  would  be  in-  this  to  foe  recent  positions  it  that  if  billions  of  pounds  of 

baggage  workers,  and  stair  too  early  to  put  a figure  on  vested  in  training  and  has  taken  in  Peru  and  in  Mex-  cash  is  poured  into  foe  econo- 


total investment  in  the  pro-  restructuring  of  foe  plant.  | ico  (where  it  has  a 20  per  cent  | my,  there  will  be  a credit 


£15  million  grant  from  foe  and  Industry  Secretary  Ian  /\in  return  for  job  protec-  Bob  Ayling,  BA's  chief  ex-  ject,  Jac  Nasser,  chairman  of  According  to  government  holding  in  foe  third  largest  explosion  even  if  an  esti- 

Govemment  for  Halewood  on  Lang,  production  of  anew  Es-  turn  for  2,800  ground  ser-  ecutive,  said  the  deal  was  a Ford  Europe,  outlined  In  Feb  figures,  Liverpool  has  foe  bank  Grupo  Financlero  Ser-  mated  half  is  held  Is  still  held 

Merseyside  and  Peugeot  cort-based  “multi-activity  ve-  vice  staff  at  Heathrow  was  milestone  and  ensured  the  ruary  investments  costed  at  only  double-figure  unemploy-  fin)  is  that  ft  puts  in  foe  right  in  equities.  This  boom,  like 

settled  a dispute  at  its  Ryton  hide”  is  expected  to  start  in  agreed  yesterday  between  long-term  viability  of  air-  around  $1  billion  for  six  UK  ment  rate  in  the  North-west  management  and  Unas  of  con-  all  others,  risks  being  fol- 

plant  near  Coventry.  • foe  year  2000.  British  Airways  and  the  craft  services  at  Heathrow.  Ford  plants,  including  More  than  50,000  people  are 


plant  near  Coventry. 

The  settlement  at  Peugeot, 
over  pay  and.1  shift  patterns. 


milestone  and  ensured  the  ruary  investments  costed  at  only  double-figure  unemploy-  fin)  is  that  It  puts  in  foe  right  in  equities.  This  boom,  like 
long-term  viability  of  air-  around  $1  billion  for  six  UK  ment  rate  in  the  North-west  management  and  lines  of  con-  all  others,  risks  being  fol- 


plants,  including  More  than  50,000  people  are  troL 


Under  revised  plans.  Ford  Transport  and  General  It  showed  the  company  was  Halewood  press  shop  invest-  seeking  work  in  the  city’s  HSBC  may  have  learnt 


lowed  by  bust 


is  seeking  980  voluntary  Workers'  Union. 


...  - 


dears  the  way  for  British  ex-  redundancies,  down  from  its  Staff  voted  for  a three-  achieve  important  savings, 
ecutives  to  press  ahead  with  initial  target  of  L300,  leaving  year  proposal  which  will  Hie  said  BA  would  have  as 
• ■ - efforts  to  secure  approval  for  the  work  force  at  3,000  people,  bring  costs  into  line  with  many  employees  at  the  turn 
plans  to  mai*e  a second  type  There  are  hopes  this  figure  competitors.  It  includes  the  of  the  century  as  it  had  now 
; of  car  at  its  Ryton  plant  creat-  can  be  maintained  if  output  pay  freeze  and  lower  start-  and  described  the  “change 


working  with  staff  to  ment  for  Jaguar  pressings.  travel -to-work  area,  a rate  of  something  from  its  troubled 


Tony  Woodley,  chief  Ford  11.5  per  cent.  investments  in  Midland  Ma- 

negotiator  with  foe  transport  Peugeot’s  work  force  voted  rine  in  foe  US  and  Midland 
union  T&G,  said  the  aid  by  three  to  one  in  fevour  of  a here,  both  of  which  have  now 
“helps  confirm  the  new  model  5 per  cent  pay  offer  and  righted  themselves, 
we  agreed  with  foe  company  revised  shift  pattern.  An  ear-  The  likelihood  is  that  the 


» Golden  rules 


fog  hrnidi 

Midlands. 


r of  jobs  in  foe  reaches  between  100,000  and  mg  rates  for  recruits  in  programme”  as  not  just  a to  safeguard  foe  long-term  Her  ballot  had  been  in  favour  fines  of  control  from  Latin 

i • 150,000  of  foe  new  vehicles,  in  return  for  an  airline  com-  cost-cutting  exercise,  but  a future  of  Halewood".  of  strike  action,  which  forced  America  will  eventually  ™>re  enjoyable,  man  learning 

The  Government  grant  al-  line  with  Escort  production  mitment  to  protect  jobs  as  positive  story  of  invest-  The  grant  aid  was  wel-  Peugeot  to  scrap  plans  for  reach  back  to  Midland  and  its  “°m  0116  s ®WIL  “1 0115  sp*™* 

ough  less!  than  Ford  had  now.  long  as  £20  million  is  saved,  ment  in  new  aircraft  and  corned  on  Merseyside.  It  performance-related  pay.  thoughtful  chief  executive,  are.  8°me,  tIess°.?s  be 

en.  seeking,  appeared  last  The  Government  claimed  The  agreement  is  part  of  products.  would  encourage  component  The  settlement  allows  the  Keith  Whitson.  If  foe  UK  . . m ““  dJSCS^®1^ 

ditto  be  fnough  to  stave  off  the  financial  infusion  — manufacturers  into  the  plant  to  introduce  new  shifts  banks  create  the  right  struc-  £UruiwC<Mn1I4+^ 

impulsory  redundancies  at  largely  regional  selective  as-  region,  said  Christopher  Gl-  for  foe  manufacture  of  a small  tures.  there  is  no  reason  why 
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EARNING  from  others' 
mistakes  can  be  as  profit- 
able, and  a good  deal 


though  less!  than  Ford  had  now. 
been  seeking,  appeared  last  The  Government  claimed 
night  to  be  fnough  to  stave  off  the  financial  infusion  — 
compulsory  redundancies  at  largely  regional  selective  as- 


Halewood,  / which  has  been  sistance  (RSA)  and  training  would  he  conditional  upon  I lan  McAllister,  chairman  baud,  chief  executive  of  the  car  at  Ryton  alongside  the  30f 


facing  d< 


since  an  an-  support  — would  safeguard  | Halewood  “achieving  signifi-  and  managing  director  of  Mersey  Partnership. 


iri '#*■-' 


nouncemeat  in  January  that  1,850  jobs  at  Halewood  “and  cant  improvements  in  perfor-  Ford  of  Britain,  welcomed  foe  He  added:  “Had  there  been 


model. 

The  plant  is  already  receiv 


HSBC  and  Lloyds  Rank  _ siastic  with  the  hyperbole 

which  is  alsomovlng  back  to  Lffi?*1  ?* £?*** 

Latin  American  if  on  a less  contained  up  to  200  xnil- 


the  cun- 
cart  car 
be  made 


version  of  the  Es-  many  more  in  foe  automotive  mance  and  productivity  to  aid  as  “supporting  our  own  a significant  problem  at  ing  £100  million  of  investment  grand  scale  — should  make  a 


Duld  be  foe  last  to  compommts  sector”. 


i Merseyside. 


Payment  of  the  RSA  grant  I lenges  of  the  future”. 


meet  the  competitive  chal-  substantial  investments  at  Halewood,  this  would  not  to  update  manufacturing  hash  of  it  this  time. 


foe  Halewood  plant”.  He  said:  | have  had  a devastating  im-  j equipment 
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Florida’s  fines 
threat  sinks 
P&O  shares 
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Gucci  gains  from  fashion  for  luxury 


lion  ounces  of  gold. 

One:  beware  companies 
whose  main  “asset”  is  on  foe 
other  side  of  the  globe  and  in 
foe  middle  of  a rainforest 
Two:  beware  companies  listed 
, on  a Canadian  stock  ex- 
OR  those  who  may  have  change.  Three:  don't  touch 


Busted  flush 


lan  King 


M OOMING  demand  for 

I 4 branded  luxury  goods 
ESI  I— Jhas  helped  Gucci,  the 

Italian  fashion  house,  storm 
to  record  full-year  profits  of 
The  investigation  was  “no  $168  million  (£103  million)  — 
bag  deal"  and  foe  potential  over  double  the  previous 
fines  were  “big  numbers  year's  figures. 

Shares  in  Gucci,  which  are 


G 


FOR  those  who  may  have  change.  Three:  don't  touch 
missed  it  amid  all  foe  the  shares  of  any  company 
other  political  back-  whose  project  has,  as  30  per 
ground  noise,  “Britain  is  cent  participant,  “close 
“The  past  two  years  have  twomteK”-  One  of  foe  pieces  friends”  of  malevolent  dicta- 
seen  extraordinary  growth  <£ evidence  offered  as  proofof  tors  (President  Suharto  of  In- 
and  this  has  provided  ns  with  **  Conservative  Central  donesla,  for  example), 
a strong  foundation onwhich  °ffice  ^ ^ ^ding  society  Finally:  should  you  ignore  foe 
to  smioort  foe  future  growth  conversions.  above  and  buy  in,  treat  foe 

brand/ ^ ^ If  anyone  mistakenly  be-  “suicide"  of  the  company 

Meanwhile.  Mr  De  Sole  said  UeveA  that  the  changes  were  geologist  as  a “sell"  signaL 
he  was  confident  that  1997  


MORE  than  £130  mil-  bandied  around  as  a tactic".  

lion  was  wiped  off  the  Nevertheless,  P&O’s  de-  listed  to  New  York  and  Ara- 

value  of  P&O  yes  ter-  fjerred  stock  sank  35p  to  605 sterdam,  raced  up  after  the 
uayiaiter  reports  that  foe  when  foe  market  opened  as  group  said  it  had  enjoyed  re- 
stats  of  Florida  is  demanding  dealers  took  bright  at  foe  po-  cord  performance  across  all 
One*  from  foe  group's  US  tential  scale  of  foe  Ones.  The  product  ranges  and  in  every 
cruise  business  that  could  Stock  Exchange  refused  to  geographic  region, 
totam  aliens  of  dollars.  comment  on  rumours  that  it  Florence-based  Gucci, 


J from  foe  group's  US 
be  business  that  could 
[millions  of  dollars. 


Gucci  is  cashing  in  on  its  prestigious  brand  name 


Florence-based  Gucci, 


lit*. 


Butterworth,  Florida’s  had  begun  an  inquiry  into  foe  which  plans  to  expand  its  ated  just  over  three-quarters  | president  and  chief  executive. 


V**r- 

) «fc&  * 


rney-general,  has  accused  price  fan  b 
>’s  profitable  Los  Angeles-  tored  all  un 
sd  Princess  cruise  line  of  movements, 
riving  customers.  It  could  The  share 


would  be  a good  year,  with 
Gucci's  new  menswear  and 
women's  autumn  and  winter 
ready-to-wear  collection  get- 
ting a warm  reception  from 
the  fashion  press. 

To  cash  in  on  the  booming 
demand,  Gucci  plans  to  open 
new  stores  this  year  in  Hong 
tigious  brand  name  Kong,  Strasbourg,  Naples  and 

Frankfort  at  a cost  of  around 
president  and  chief  executive,  $80  million, 
said  foe  1996  profits  were  At  the  same  time,  Mr  De 


Quaker  cuts  losses 
and  sells  Snapple 


price  foil  but  ” M it  moni-  flagship  stores  in  London’s  of  sales.  said  the  1996  profits  were  At  foe  same  time,  Mr  De 

an  mmswfl  «h»ra  price  Sloane  Street  and  California's  Sales  of  leather  goods  more  higher  than  total  sales  had  Sole  said  he  expected  growth  ■_ 

movements.  . • Beverly  Hills,  said  foe  perfor-  than  doubled,  to  $S17  million,  been  three  years  earlier.  ■ to  continue  strongly  In  exist-  ^1 

lie  shares  later  recovered  mance  was  better  than  even  it  while  sales  of  shoes  and  Mr  De  Sole  said  Gucci  was  ing  markets  across  Europe,  j sold 


. UAKER  Oats,  the  food 


fines  of  up  to  $15,000  but  still  ended  foe  day  down  I had  expected. 


watches  also  jumped  sharply,  concentrating  on  its  merchan-  Asia  and  foe  US. 


every  passenger  who  has  22p  at  618V6p. 
irded  a Princess  ship  at  a Analysts  v 


Analysts  were  divided  on  now  include  jewellery,  ties. 
£ Implications  for  the  com-  scarves,  perfume  and 


Although  Gucci’s  products  Meanwhile,  Asia  has  over-  dising  and  distribution  sys-  He  also  said  Gucci  was  con-  $1.7  billion  (£1.04  b 


■i. — jl  «_  »--v7T A variety  of  marketing 

Marfc  Tran  in  New Yotrx  ploys,  including  giving  away 

drinks  last  summer,  foiled  to 
UAKER  Oats,  the  food  revive  sales  and  foe  fruit- 
group,  swallowed  its  juice  and  ice-tea  line  lost 
pride  yesterday  and  more  than  $100  million.  Snap- 
napple  for  $300  million  pie's  poor  performance  has 
million)  after  paying  dragged  down  foe  share  price 
illion  (£1.04  billion)  in  of  Quaker  Oats  and  tarnished 


(£184  million)  after 


r paying 
Ulion)  in 


taken  the  United  States  as  terns,  to  cash  in  on  surging  sidering  a listing  on  the  1994  for  foe  soft  drinks  com-  the  reputation  of  chief  execu- 
Gucci's  biggest  market  with  demand  for  its  products.  Milan  stock  exchange,  foe  pany  that  makes  strawberry  five  William  Smifoburg,  who 


Triarc.  based  in  New  York,  sports  drink.  Seeking  to  du- 
wiii  become  the  new  owner  of  plicate  that  success,  Mr 
Snapple,  once  foe  wunder-  Smith  burg  went  for  Snapple 


C&G  members  cash  in  as  taxman  concedes 


kind  of  non-cola  drinks. 


rMo  the  uast  foe  implications  for  the  com-  scarves,  perfume  and  Gucci's  biggest  maiket  witn  aemana  ror  ns  proaucis.  nuian  stock  exenange.  me  pany  uhi  maxes  strawoeny  uve  wuuam  smitnourg,  who 

ptwwttT  Danv  Selwyn  Jones,  at  Credit  watches,  foe  group  is  still  best  sales  more  than  doubling  in  while  several  boutiques  — in  company  having  failed  to  iced  tea  and  other  exotic  had  scored  a coup  with  the 

relates  to  Lvoiinais  Laing,  said  the  known  for  its  leather  goods  that  region  to  $374  million.  key  markets  like  Japan  — meet  listing  requiremente  at  cocktails.  purchase  of  Gatorade.  the 

t ebar^  leviedby  P&O  price  foil  was  an  cver-reao  and  shoes,  and  these  gener-  Domenico  De  Sole,  Gucci’s  had  already  been  refurbished,  its  original  flotation  In  1995.  Triarr  ir.  M.wVnrk  cnnrtc  drink  ->» 

top  of  normal  cruise  tion  and  represented  a “buy- 
ws.  Mr  Butterworth  said  ing  opportunity*  . He  added: 
seqgere  were  led  to  believe  “We  cant  say  Ite  nonseme 
charge  was  a government  but  Princess  is  denying  the 
hut  said  not  all  of  the  story,  which  Is  significant, 
ley  was  paid  to  the  state.  SBC  Warburg  deemed,  how- 
aeThe  said,  was  used  to  eff-  ever,  that  P&O  was  a “trading 
other  charges  and  some  seU". 

t used  bvP&O  for  “pad-  Eight  cruise  lines  have 


but  recently  wall  Street  has 


At  foe  time  of  its  acquisi-  intensified  foe  pressure  on 
tion,  Quaker  Oats  was  criti-  Mr  Smifoburg  to  unload  the 
cised  for  having  spent  at  least  troubled  drinks  line. 

$1  billion  too  much  for  a com-  Yesterday’s  announcement 


ms  used  by  P&O  for  “pad-  Eight  cruise  lines  nave 
ing  ite  profits".  been  investigated  by  foe  Elor- 

A spokesman  for  P&O  said  ida  attorney-general  and  all 


Retard  ima> 


IP  TO  10,000  Cheltenham  day  it  would  not  appeal 


$1  billion  too  much  for  a 00m-  Yesterday’s  announcement 
capital  gwiTiii  tax.  The  Reve-  j brought  foe  case  on  behalf  of  society  members  looking  for-  pany  past  its  peak.  Even  boosted  shares  of  foe  Chicago 

nue  had  56  days  to  challenge  two  C&G  savers  faced  with  a ward  to  a slice  of  the  £20  though  Snapple  sales  brought  company.  At  lunchtime, 

the  decision  but  said  yester-  £3,000  tax  demand,  said:  “It  is  billion  windfall  bonanza  this  in  about  $550  million  for  Quaker  Oats  was  up  $1  at 


but  P&O  hav,  reached  - I0"1 L?S2S 


The  decision  means  C&G 
savers  wifi  receive  foe  same 


difficult  to  say  how  much  summer  will  get  their  payouts  Quaker  Oats  last  year,  that  $38^  even  though  analysts  ex- 
people  will  get  but  someone  in  foe  form  of  shares  rather  was  still  a-drop  of  8 per  cent  pressed  surprise  at  Snapple's 


^allegations  ^ only  Density  are  to  rereive  tax  rebates  savers  wffl  receive  foe  same  wlfo  a bonus  of  £12.000  should  than  cash, 

imtriie  and  described  the  ap^ent  T^^y  P^aig  Revenue  ac-  tax  treatment  as  foe  16  mil*  save  S1.S0W2.500.  We  esti-  Savers  will  only  incur  a 

share  Mice  slide  as  “an  ab-  the  others  feced  was  a foe  to  that  between  SCO  and  capital  sains  tax  liability 


from  foe  previous  year. 


[ share  price  slide  as  “an  ah- 

Sard  over-reaction’  ’ . 
Advertisements  for  Princess 


eluded  a charge  “for  harbour 
(foes,  port  taxes  and  govern- 
ment foes",  the  spokesman 
Said.  "We  can  prove  we  have 
hem  remitting  the  money.” 


cover  the  cost  ctf  foe  investi- 
gation. 


iwed^a  feudmark  decisi 0 n lion  customers  of  foe  Alliance  mate  that  between  500  and  capital  gains  tax  liability  | tourist  rates  - bank  sells 
on  cash  windfalls.  & Leicester,  Halifax,  North-  10,000  Investors  could  be  af-  when  they  sell  their  shares 


Australia  2.01 


tootmmteimiers  ruled  in  em  Rock  and  Woolwich  when  footed  by  the  derision.  It  wffl  andso  long  ^tbeprofitton  ta70 

February  that  the  cash  bo-  the  four  societies  float  on  foe  depend  on  whether  they  have  foe  deal  do  not  exceed  £*300  Belgium  54.ro 

SSesoaid  to  800,000  C&G  stock  market  later  this  year.  used  their  capital  gains  allow-  In  any  one  year.  Even  this  Canada  zm 

Nefl  Denniss  of  Clark  Wbi-  ■»  or  «*.-!»  -M.  . . laMItycan  avoided,  by 


Franco  ftS43 
Germany  2. 658 
Greece  422.00 


low  price. 


Italy  2673 
Malta  0B98 
Netherlands  2277 


savers  when  foe  society  was  Neil  Denmss  01  Liarx  wm- 
acquired  by  Uoyds  Bank  in  .tehffl,  foe  Cheltenham-tosed 

_ . . ..  t 1.  . At*  Flrai  nrtii^n 


liability  can  be  avoided  by  Cyprus  0.792 


Unlike  the  vast  majority  of  I putting  foe  shares  in  a tax- 


Denmark  10.197  Ireland  1D0 


Hong  Kong  12J&  New  Zealand  827 
India  58.31  Norway  10528 


SS  foould  not  be  liable  to  | accountancy  firm  which  I C&G  customers,  building  | free  persmal  equity  plan. 


Portugal  268.00 
Saudi  Arabia  6.00 


Singapore  2S0  . 

SotUh  Africa  6SS 

Spain  224.00 
Sweden  12.084 
Swtasflmd  2S05 
Turkey  188,130 
USA  1-5920 
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Claims  of 
record 
gold  find 
defended 


Dan  Atkinson  and 
Nick  Curmning- Bruce 

In  Bangkok 


l HOOK  waves  rolled 
.around  the  world  yes- 
at  suggestions 

'that  the  site  once 
claimed  to  contain  the  world’s 
biggest  gold  deposit  may  be 
little  more  than  a hole  in  the 
ground. 

Bre-X  Minerals,  the  Cana- 
dian company  at  the  centre  of 
the  affair,  was  ordered  to  pro- 
duce Independent  evidence  of 
the  bullion  worth  £15  billion 
it  claimed  to  have  discovered 
at  Busang  in  Indonesia. 

This  came  alter  Bre-X’s  new 
partner  in  the  project  — US 
group  Freeport-McMoRan  — 
said  its  tests  had  shown  an 
“insignificant’'  amount  of 
gtfld  at  the  site. 

The  Jakarta  authorities 
yesterday  suspended  Bre-X’s 
mining  licence  and  ordered 
the  company  to  produce  inde- 
pendent geological  data. 

In  the  West  Bloomberg  last 
night  reported  David  Walsh, 
executive  chairman  of  Bre-X, 
as  saying  the  company  stood 
behind  its  reserve  estimates 
for  Busang  and  had  hired  an 
independent  consultant, 
Toronto-based  Strathcona 
Mineral  Services,  to  audit  the 
drilling  and  sampling  pro- 
grammes of  both  Bre-X  and 
Freeport-McMoRan. 

*1  stand  behind  all  the  work 
we  have  done  technically  and, 
in»»  afi  the  other  trials  and 
tribulations  we’ve  gone 
through  since  discovering  the 
project,  we  will  be  exonerated 
and  the  property  will  stand  as 
we  indicated,”  Mr  Walsh  said. 

After  an  earlier  suspension, 
the  Toronto  stock  exchange 
said  trading  was  to  resume  in 
Bre-X  shares. 

In  Montreal,  Canada's  big- 
gest engineering  and  con- 
struction group,  SNC-Lavalin. 
said  samples  and  information 
given  by  Bre-X  to  its  metals 
subsidiary,  Kilbom.  had  con- 
firmed that  Busang  contained 
a bumper  70  million  Troy 
ounces  or  more  of  gold. 


Kilbom,  the  group  said,  had 
done  no  drilling,  sampling  or 
assaying  itself  and  had  con- 
ducted "prudent  and  reason- 
able" Btudies. 

In  the  Far  East,  the  admis- 
sion has  refocused  attention 
on  the  death  on  March  19  or 
Bre-X's  chief  geologist, 
Michael  de  Guzman. 

The  Indonesian  police  de- 
clared that  his  fall  from  an 
Alouette-3  helicopter  was  sui- 
cide, and  a note  was  repor- 
tedly found  in  which  Mr  de 
Guzman  blamed  his  health 
fbr  the  decision  to  end  his  life. 

Sceptics  point  out  that  tt 
seems  unlikely  that  someone 
contemplating  suicide  would 
choose  the  method  of  jumping 
800  feet  into  a swampy  forest 

Bloomberg  reported  that 
Bre-X  officers  and  directors. 
Including  Mr  Walsh,  sold 
shares  worth  at  least  £30  mil- 
lion last  year  as  the  slock 
price  was  peaking  amid  spec- 
ulation that  the  Busang  de- 
posit, Bre-X’s  main  asset,  was 
the  world’s  largest  find. 

The  Indonesian  govern- 
ment set  aside  contracts  relat- 
ing to  work  pending  for  Bre- 
X.  This  comes  days  after  the 
company's  vice-chairman, 
John  Felderhof  said  in  Ja- 
karta that  he  thought  there 
could  be  200  million  ounces  of 
gold  at  Busang. 

Mr  Felderhof  was  the  big- 
gest share-seller  among  the 
executives  who  took  profits 
last  year,  disposing  of  stock 
worth  about  £15  million. 

Kuntoro  Mangkusubroto. 
director-general  of  Indone- 
sia's Ministry  of  Mines,  said 
that,  although  Indonesia  had 
not  suffered  any  financial 
loss,  "what  has  happened  will 
have  an  impact  on  the  image 
of  the  country  . . . and  invest- 
ments”. 

The  government  holds  a 
10  per  cent  stake  in  the  pro- 
ject, with  a further  30  per  cent 
controlled  by  businessman 
Mohamad  Hasan,  a confidant 
of  President  Suharto. 

“We  need  more  time,  more 
explanations  and  concrete 
data,”  mines  and  energy  min- 
ister IB  Sudjana  said. 


RTZ  directors 
mine  rich  seam 


lan  King 


Directors  of  rtz- 

CRA.  the  world’s  big- 
gest mining  company, 
have  enjoyed  spectacular  pay 
rises  following  the  merger  of 
its  two  constituent  parts,  Brit- 
ain’s RTZ  Corporation  and 
Australia's  CRA. 

According  to  the  group’s 
annual  report,  published  yes- 
terday, the  salary  and  bonus 
package  of  executive  chair- 
man Bob  Wilson  jumped  from 
£671,000  in  1995  to  just  under 
£1.2  million  in  1996. 

Most  of  the  increase  was 
due  to  the  payment  of  a 
£238,000  bonus  and  a £350.000 
award  under  the  company's 
long-term  incentive  plan. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  plan, 
which  has  replaced  RTZ- 
CRA’s  old  executive  share-op- 
tion scheme,  directors  receive 
a payment  based  on  how  well 
the  company’s  shares  fere 
over  a number  or  years  com- 
pared with  the  top  48 
FTSE 100  companies. 

The  group’s  chief  executive, 
Leon  Davis,  also  saw  his 
package  jump  from  £475,000  to 
£894,000.  although  the  actual 
Increase,  because  it  was  paid 
in  Australian  dollars,  was 
slightly  less  spectacular. 

Most  of  Mr  Davis’s  Increase 
was  due  to  the  payment  of  a 


£196.000  bonus  and  £207,000  in 
benefits  in  kind,  including  a 
year’s  rent-free  accommoda- 
tion in  central  London,  which 
RTZ-CRA  said  was  worth 
£192.000. 

The  Liberal  Democrat  peer 
Lord  Holme,  who  heads  the 
group's  external  affairs  and 
human  resources  depart- 
ments. enjoyed  a 65  per  cent 
rise  to  £355,000. 

The  payments  come  in  the 
wake  of  what  Mr  Wilson  de- 
scribes In  the  report  as  a 
“comparatively  poor”  year 
for  RTZ-CRA,  in  which  earn- 
ings per  share  fell  as  a result 
oF  lower  metal  prices,  adverse 
excbange-rate  movements 
and  operating  difficulties  in 
certain  units,  notably  the 
group's  flagship  copper 
smelter  at  Bingham  Canyon. 
Utah,  in  the  US. 

Elsewhere,  several  direc- 
tors of  BAT  industries,  the 
tobacco  and  financial  services 
combine,  saw  their  salary  and 
bonus  packages  fell  during 
1996,  despite  the  group  run- 
ning up  record  pre-tax  profits 
of  £JL5  billion  during  the  year. 

BATs  chief  executive,  Mar- 
tin Broughton,  who  has  with- 
stood a number  of  recent 
attacks  on  the  company 
following  high-profile  US 
tobacco  litigation,  saw  his 
package  slip  from  £739,637  in 
1995  to  £716.312. 


Mobile  homes  chief  moves  into 
top  league  with  $1 02m  bonus 


Mark  Tran  In  New  York 


A FORMER  car  salesman 
whose  company  provides 
finance  for  mobile  homes, 
often  for  poorer  people,  yes- 
terday catapulted  himself  Into 
the  ranks  of  the  highest-paid 
American  executives. 

Lawrence  Coss,  relatively 
obscure  chief  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  Green  Tree  Finan- 
cial Corp,  received  a $102  mil- 
lion (£62J  million)  bonus  for 
last  year,  topping  his 
$65.1  million  bonus  In  1995. 

Mr  Coss’s  package  easily 
beats  some  of  the  richest,  in- 
cluding the  S22  million  for 
John  Welch,  head  of  General 
Electric,  and  S14 .8  million 
paid  to  Michael  Eisner,  head 
of  Disney.  Mr  Coss's  1996  bo- 
nus works  out  at  $279,452  for  a 
day's  work. 

The  58-year-oid,  who 
learned  his  skills  on  Minne- 
sota car  lots  In  the  1960s, 
shuns  the  limelight.  When 
not  directing  his  empire  from 


the  ilth  floor  of  Landmark 
Towers  in  downtown  St  Paul, 
Minnesota,  Mr  Coss  rides 
thoroughbreds  on  his  ranch 
in  South  Dakota  and  at  an- 
other home  in  wealthy  Scotts- 
dale, Arizona 

Many  buyers  of  “manufac- 
tured housing”  are  poor; 
often  they  are  retired.  Yet 
Green  Tree  and  other  lenders 
typically  charge  a premium  of 
two  to  three  points  above  the 
mortgage  rate  for  conven- 
tional homes.  Green  Tree 
says  its  loans  are  priced  to 
cover  high  risk  lending. 

Shares  in  Green  Tree, 
founded  by  Mr  Coss  in  1975. 
generated  a 52.7  per  cent 
return  on  a compound  annual 
average  basis  in  the  five 
years  to  the  end  of  1996.  The 
company  says  its  market 
value  rose  to  $5.3  billion  last 
year  from  $460  million  in 
1991. 

Since  1991,  Mr  Coss  has 
been  entitled  to  a bonus  equal 
to  2.5  per  cent  of  the  compa- 
ny's pre-tax  income. 


Net  profits  decided  on  City  ice  rink 


City  sweep . : . executives  settle  the  1996/96  broomball  finals  at  Broadgate,  with  The  Bagels  (Bagel  Express)  beating  the  Ex-Pats  (Bloomberg)  5-2  on 
aggregate  in  the  men's  final  and  Mad  Kenny's  All  Night  Bankers  (SBC  Warburg)  topping  Ice*n’Easy8-l  in  the  mixed  league-  photogram  tomjbmns 


Regulator  proposes  safeguards 
in  response  to  global  strategy 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 


THE  Telecom  regula- 
tor, Don  Cruick- 
shank, yesterday  pro- 
posed new  measures 
to  prevent  British  Telecom 
from  neglecting  its  customers 
in  fee  UK  as  it  expands 
abroad. 

He  Is  considering  an  addi- 
tion to  BTs  licence  which 
would  impose  a ban  on  the 
company  taking  any  action 
which  could  prejudice  its 
ability  to  meet  its  UK 
obligations. 

He  said  there  was  a risk 
that  management  focus  could 
be  distracted  from  the  home 
network  by  problems  or  In- 
creased costs  overseas,  and 
lead  to  a deterioration  in  stan- 
dards in  the  UK  or  a failure  to 
keep  up  with  new  develop- 
ments elsewhere. 

His  concern  was  triggered 
by  BTs  moves  into  the  Conti- 
nent and  highlighted  by  the 
group's  recent  £12  billion  bid 
for  its  US  partner  MCI.  How- 
ever. the  bid’s  progress  is  un- 
likely to  be  affected  by  Mr 
Cruicks bank's  move,  accord- 
ing to  BT  and  OfteL 
BT  is  involved  in  over  80 
alliances,  joint  ventures  and 


other  overseas  investments 
across  23  countries. 

Mr  Cruickshank  stressed 
that  his  aim  was  not  to  make 
judgments  on  BTs  commer- 
cial decisions  or  to  veto  deals 
but  to  force  it  to  restore  or 
improve  levels  of  service  in 
the  UK  if  necessary. 

“BTs  record  so  fer  demon- 
strates, overall,  quality  and 
reliability  at  both  wholesale 
and  retail  levels,”  he  said. 
“But  there  may  be  areas  in 
the  future  where  BTs  own  in- 
terests no  longer  coincide  so 
fully  with  those  of  UK 
consumers." 

He  published  a consultative 
document  yesterday  on  the 
options  open  to  him.  These 
range  from  continuing  to  rely 
on  his  existing  powers 
through  to  licence  amend- 
ments. 

BT  has  indicated  that  if  Mr 
Cruickshank  needs  farther 
safeguards,  it  was  in  favour  of 
amending  its  licence  to  in- 
clude a general  ban. 

“There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
BT  is  committed  to  the  UK"  a 
spokeswoman  said.  “The 
group  needs  a sound  home 
base  if  it  wants  to  operate  in 
the  global  market.”  She 
pointed  out  that  dissatisfied 
customers  could  move  to 
other  operators. 


Don  Cruickshank:  Concern 
heightened  by  £12tm  MCI  hid 

However,  Mr  Cruickshank 
is  concerned  that  16  million 
mainly  residential  customers 
do  not  yet  have  that  choice. 
-This  issue  disappears  tn  five 
to  seven  years  when  the  UK 
market  is  more  competitive," 
he  said. 

• A new  residential  phone 
service  for  the  whole  of  Scot- 
land was  launched  yesterday 
by  ScottishTelecom.  a subsid- 
iary of  ScottishPower.  The 
service,  which  aims  to  offer 
25  per  cent  savings  on  house- 
holders* bills,  uses  a mixture 
of  conventional  and  radio- 
based  networks. 


Telecom  Itaiia 
golden  share 
gives  investors 
the  hump 


John  Glover  In  MBan 


“THE  privatisation  of  Ita- 
I ly’s  state  telecommuni- 
cations group,  Stet-Telecom 
Italia,  took  a step  closer 
this  week  when  Stet  share- 
holders agreed  to  create  a 
controversial  golden  share. 

Holding  company  Stet 
will  now  merge  with  its  op- 
erating subsidiary.  Tele- 
com Italia,  taking  an  its 
name  creating  a com- 
pany capitalised  at  £19-4 
billion.  The  Italian  govern- 
ment will  keep  a 46  per  cent 
stake  worth  £8.6  billion  in 
the  post-merger  company. 

But  the  sale  process, 
which  has  been  lurching 
ahead  fbr  four  years,  has 
long  looked  more  like  Alice 
in  Wonderland,  an  impres- 
sion the  meeting  tn  Turin 
did  little  to  dispeL 

Newly  appointed  Stet 
chairman  Guide  Rossi  com- 
pared his  company  and  its 
golden  share  to  a camel 
with  a white  cat  on  Its 
back.  The  camel  owner 
took  camel  and  cat  to  mar- 
ket, he  told  his  baffled 


Europe  flattens  UK  building  groups 
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and  high  pound.  Ian  King  reports 
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News  in  brief 


WHATEVER  Sir  James 
Goldsmith  and  other. 
Europhobes  would 
have  us  believe,  British  busi- 
ness is  tied  inextricably  to  the 
fortunes  of  Europe. 

This  was  borne  out  yester- 
day by  a trio  of  British  build- 
ing and  construction  compa- 
nies — Redland,  Amec  and 
Hepwortb  — all  of  which  have 
significant  exposure  to  the 
European  economy.  However, 
judging  by  their  comments, 
the  going  is  clearly  tougher 
on  the  other  side  of  the 
English  Channel 
There  are  two  main  prob- 
lems for  British  businesses  in 
Europe.  First  continental 
economies  are  limping  along, 
constrained  by  efforts  to  con- 
form to  the  Maastricht  crite- 
ria; second,  the  strength  of 
sterling  is  now  a headache. 

Redland.  the  biggest  of  the 
three,  announced  a 26  per 
cent  dive  in  frill-year,  pre-tax 
profits  to  £200.9  million, 
citing  sluggish  European 
markets  in  general  and  the 
German  market  in  particular. 


Germany,  Redland’s  biggest 
market,  has  seen  a sharp 
slowdown  In  activity  due  to 
poor  weather  and  general  eco- 
nomic problems.  Worse  still, 
housing  activity  in  western 
Germany  is  expected  to  be  flat 
during  1997,  while  the  situa- 
tion is  expected  to  take  a turn 
for  the  worse  to  the  east 
Things  have  been  equally 
disappointing  to  France.  Red- 
land  revealed  it  was  putting 
its  French  aggregates  busi- 
ness, Granulate,  up  for  sale  — 
with,  analysts  pencilling  to  a 
price  of  UP  to  £250  million. 

The  company  is  to  talks 
with  several  potential  buyers, 
though  Robert  Napier,  Red- 
land's  chief  executive,  de- 
clined to  confirm  whether 
any  of  them  were  British. 

However,  market  condi- 
tions remain  strong  in  the  US 
and  aggregates  demand  is 
starting  to  rise  slowly  to  Brit- 
ain. Redland  is  also  budding 
up  its  presence  in  eastern 
Europe  and  the  Far  East 
The  group  solved  a major 
organisational  mag  last  year, 


merging  its  wholly-owned 
roof-tile  operations  with  those 
of  Germany’s  Brass:  and  said 
its  brick  interests.  Shares 
settled  6'Ap  higher  at  360p. 

■ As  Redland  was  confirming 
that  sterling’s  strength  had 
knocked  £7  million  from  oper- 
ating profits  to  1996,  Bepr 
worth,  the  building  materials 
group,  warned  that  the  strong 
pound  would  hammer  its  for- 
eign earnings  during  1997. 

Hepworth,  which  an- 
nounced a 9 per  cent  drop  to 
full-year  pre-tax  profits  to 
£67.6  million,  derives  well 
over  one-third  of  its  sales 
from  continental  Europe. 
The  French  automotive  mar- 
ket — and  others  — are  still 
weak,  prompting  the  group  to 
seek  opportunities  in  growing 
markets  like  the  Far  East. 

As  Hepworth  *s  shares  fell 
6i4p  to  2t3Kp,  the  news  was 
slightly  better  from  Amec,  the 
construction  and  engineering 


group.  It  has  heavy  European 
exposure  and  is  considering 
pulling  out  of  Germany.  But 
the  group  still  lifted  full-year 
pre-tax  profits  by  71  per  cent 
to  £27.2  million,  sending  the 
shares  up  llHp  to  138Kp  — 
justifying  the  rejection  of 
Kvaerner’s  hostile  bid  to  1995. 


Slough  chases 
missing  £39m 

Slough  Estates,  the  property 
group  which  recently  won 
£49  million  to  damages  from 
Welwyn  Hatfield  district 
council,  said  yesterday  that  it 
had  only  received  £10  million. 

Britain's  biggest  industrial 
property  group  said  discus- 
sions were  taking  place  with 
the  council,  which  recently 
withdrew  an  appeal  against 
the  verdict,  on  how  the  debt 
could  be  settled  Slough  has 


just  unveiled  a 14  per  cent  im- 
provement in  full-year,  pre- 
tax profits  to  £80.1  million. 
Shares  gained  lttp  to  271  p. 

On  track  for  Maastricht 

The  UK  looks  set  to  meet  the  3 
per  cent  threshold  set  out  to 

the  Maastricht  treaty.  Al- 
though the  Government  defi- 
cit to  1996  was  4,4  per  cent  of 
national  income,  nearly  half 
as  high  again  as  the  maxi- 
mum level  permitted  for 
countries  wishing  to  Join  the 
European  single  currency, 
borrowing  has  fallen  over  the 


last  three  years  aod  tax 
receipts  are  already  higher 
than  expected  so  far  in  1997. 

Total  government  debt  Is  al- 
ready below  the  60  per  cent  of 
GDP  level  specified  by  Maas- 
tricht, at  54.8  per  cent  last 
year.  The  UK  is  also  on  track 
to  meet  the  two  other  conver- 
gence criteria  for  Inflation 
and  interest  rates. 

BA  expands  at  JFK 

British  Airways  is  to  invest 
$100  million  expanding  Ms  ter- 
minal at  John  F Kennedy  In- 
ternational Airport  to  New 


York  and  building  a road  to 
service  the  terminal.  Robert 
Ayling.  the  airline’s  chief  ex- 
ecutive, said  the  expansion 
would  “put  us  light  years 
ahead  of  the  competition"  at 
JFK,  BA’s  primary  US  hub. 

Steel  firm  to  fire  6,600 

The.  newly-merged;  Thyssen 
Krupp  Stahl  will  shed  6,600 
jobs  by  the  year  2001,  accord- 
ing to  Thyssen  chairman  Di- 
eter Vogel  yesterday,  who 
said  it  would  be  Europe's  larg- 
est steel-producer  with  15  mil- 
lion tmues  annually.  . 


shareholders.  When  some- 
one asked  to  buy  the  cat, 
the  owner- replied:  “It’s  not 
for  sale,  bni  the  camel  la. 
It’s  worth  250  escudos.”  TO 
which,  ,-the cat  buyer 
replied: '“If  I tray  the  earned. 
Is  the  cat  included?" 

‘ “If  you  want  it,  yon' can 
keep  it,”,  said  the  camel 
seller.  Mr  Rossi  continued: 
“You  reflect  on  whether 
the  cat  or  the  camel  is  the 
golden  share.” 

Some  Stet  shareholders 
are  worried  that  a golden 
share  , will  be  used  by  the 
Italian  state  to  continue  to 
depress  the  -value  of  their 
investment.  They  see  the 
golden  share  as  “an  invisi- 
ble and  polstmbqs  spider**; 
placed  on  the  camel's  hack. 
"It's  not  like  that,”  Mr 
Rossi  reassured  them. 

Earlier,  Mr  Rossi,  who  Is 
also  famous  as  Italy's  best 
paid  corporate  lawyer  and 
a vocal  - critic  of  golden 
shares,  had  compared  him- 
self to  Saint  Sebastian. 

"There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  I have  many  times  de- 
clared my  opposition  to 
golden  shares.  But  that  was 
above  all  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  tiie  necessary  infor- 
mation ... . Here  everything 
has  been  done  with  maxi- 
mam  transparency,**  he 
said.  "I  feel  tike  Saint  Se- 
bastian, but  the  arrows 
being  fired  at  me  are  all 
blunt. >a  he  added  feelingly. 


ihcull 


owners 


KeithHarpor 

Transport' Editor 


HALF  THE  Chief  execu- 
tives of  toe  25  new  train 
operating  companies 
have  been  sacked  or  have  left 
their  jobs  since  toe  privatisa- 
tion of  rail  passenger  services 
13  months  ago,  senior  Indus- 
try sources  said  yesterday. 

' They  Were'  hfl  experienced 
British  Rail  managers.  At  least 
10  were  the  victims  of  felled 
management  buy-out  bids  or 
were  replaced,  soon  after  the 
sew  companies  took  over,  but 
others  have  betel  promoted  by 
the  new  operators. 

/One  senior  industry  source 
said:  “The  pattero  has  been 
the""  same.  Although  they  are 
still  largely  run  . by.  experi- 
enced railway  people,  the  op- 
erating companies  have  al- 
ways appointed  their  own 
staff  in  the  top  positions,  usu- 
ally the  chief  executive  and 
the  finance  director." 

- Labour’s  transport  co-ordi- 
nator,  Glenda  Jackson,  said 
last  night  “Rail  privatisation 
has  created  a cull  of  experi- 
enced rail  managers.  They 
have 'been  pushed  aside  and 
are  being  replaced  by  accoun- 
tants, and  executives  who 
have  no  proven,  track  record 
with  the  industry.'* 

Ms  Jackson  quoted  the 
South  West  Trains  “fiasco"  as 
an  example  “of  what  happens 
when  people  with  no  hands- 
on  experience  are  given  res- 
ponsibility for  a major  com- 
muter- network".  The  best 
known  example  was  the  de- 
parture of  Peter  Field,  a 
senior  BR  man  from  South 
West  Trains,  owned  by 
Stagecoach. 

Mr  Field,  who  led  an  unsuc- 
cessful management  buy-out 
was  quickly  replaced  by 
Brian  Cox  bum  Stagecoach. 

Another  significant  casu- 
alty has  been  Richard  Edge- 
ley  of  Eurostar,  but  Richard 
Brown,  who  used  to  run  Mid- 
land main  line  for  BR.  has 
been  promoted  by  National 
Express  and  controls  its  four 
franchises. 

-BR  to  effect  stops  opera- . 
tiohs  oh  March  31  when 
National  Express  takes  over 
ScotRail.  Only  a residual 
body,  led  by  the  chairman, 
John  Welsby.  will  be  left.  The 
pace  of  the  Government's  rail 
privatisation  has  left  BR  with 
one  remaining  part,  its  prop- 
erty board,  responsible  for 
disused  but  potentially  lucra- 
tive rail  land.  The  Govern- 
ment was  on  the  point  of  pri- 
vatising toe  property  board, 
but  the  election  has  prevented 
the  handover. 

BR's  international  opera- 
tion has  been  sold  to  the 
French-owned  railway,  SNCF 
— toe  first  time  any  section  of 
a state-run  industry  has  gone 
to  a foreign  nationalised 
undertaking. 
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TTieOpen 

University 


Be  a more 
effective  manager 
in  just  6 months 

Now  you  can  gqin  the  management  skills  you  need  to  succeed 
in  a changing  world  - without  taking  time  off  work. 

The  Open  University  Business  School -offers  six-month 
courses  to  help  you  plan  and  manage  change,  recruit  and 
motivate  people,  resolve  conflicts,  make  decisions,  manage 
stress'  and  retain  customers. 

As  world  leaders  in  supported  distance  (earning,  we  offer 
everything  you  need  to  mate  learning  effective  and  enfoyade. 

You  work  in  your  own  time,  at  your  own  pace.  But  your 
personal  tutor  is  only  e phone  call  away,  and  you  can  meet 
fellow  students  through  study  groups  and  residential  schools.  ~ 
All  OUBS  courses  are  backed  by  over  25  years'  experience 
in  distance  learning.  Our  methods  and  materials  were  ghwi 
the  highest  rating . of  ‘excellent'  by  the  Higher  education 
Funding  Council  for  England.  ■ 

For  details  of  our  courses  return  the  coupon.  Or  call  the 
24-hour  OUBS  Hotline.  ■ 
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Tennis 

Novot  nais 
cool  under 
pressure 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


Stephen  Bterfey 
in  KeyBiacayna 


THE  organisers  of  the 
Lipton  Champion' 
ships  like  to  thin  if  of 
this  event  as  the  fifth 
Grand  Slam  because  of  the 
large  number  of  players  in- 
volved. But  there  really  is  no 
comparison  with  the  tourna- 
ments at  Roland  Garros.  Mel- 
bourne, Wimbledon  and 
Fiusbing  Meadow,  which 
have  an  inner  tension  and  ex- 
citement that  is  lacking  here. 

What  the  Lipton  does  have 
is  a hex.  In  1989  Thomas  Mus- 
ter, having  reached  the  final, 
was  smashed  into  by  a drunk 
driver  in  the  Bayside  area  of 
Miami  and  spent  six  months 
out  of  the  game  after  surgery 
on  severed  ligaments. 

Then  in  1994  Pete  Sampras, 
having  tucked  into  a plate  of 
pasta  ordered  through  room 
service,  went  down  with  food 
poisoning  on  the  day  of  his 
final  against  Andre  Agassi. 
Last  year  on  finals  day  Goran 
Ivanisevic  woke  up  with  a 
sore  neck  and,  after  three 
painful  games  — all  lost  — 
retired  against  Agassi. 

So  for  the  women  have  es- 
caped the  hoodoo,  though  the 
WTA  is  taking  no  risks.  In  the 
quarter-final  between  Cro- 
atia's Iva  Majoli  and  Jana  No- 
votna of  the  Czech  Republic 
the  “extreme  weather  condi- 
tion” clause  was  invoked 
after  two  sets.  When  the  tem- 
perature had  risen  above  82  F, 
with  a humidity  level  of  more 
than  60  per  cent,  the  two  were 
allowed  a 10-minute  break, 
something  the  men’s  game  is 
also  investigating.  The  rule  is 
also  under  review  by  all  the 
Grand  Slam  events. 

Earlier  this  year  at  the  Aus- 
tralian Open  the  on-court 
temperature  reached  140  F, 


Rugby  League 


prompting  the  authorities, 
controversially,  to  dose  the 
retractable  roof  of  the  main 
stadium  while  those  on  the 
outside  courts  filed  quietly 
on  without  the  benefit  of  air 
conditioning. 

Novotna  eventually  won 
6-2,  3-6,  7-6,  falling  over 
spread-eagled  on  her  hack 
When  Majoli  mlwai  a final 
overhead  In  the  tiebreak.  “I 
was  just  lying  there  thinking 
that’s  it,  I don't  have  to  run 
any  further.*’ 

By  contrast  Martina  Hin- 
gis's quarter-final  against 
Mary  Joe  Fernandez  was  a 
breeze,  the  Swiss  teenager 
winning  6-4,  6-1  under 
floodlights. 

Sergi  Bruguera  has  almost 
become  the  forgotten  man  Of 
Spanish  tennis  even  though 
he  reached  the  Olympic  final 
in  Atlanta,  where  he  lost  to 
Andre  Agassi,  who  is  hitnurff 
plunging  down  the  road  of 
anonymity. 

Bruguera,  26.  won  the 
French  Open  title  in  1993  and 
1994,  rising  to  world  No.  4 on 
the  strength  of  his  red-day 
dominance,  but  he  slipped  to 
No.  87  last  year  after  tearing 
ligaments  In  his  right  amid >> 
while  training  late  id  1995. 

This  year  he  has  been  show- 
ing signs  cf  returning  to 
something  like  his  best.  This 
view  was  reinforced  by  Bru- 
guera's  6-0,  6-3  quarter-final 
victory  over  the  Ukrainian 
Andrei  Medvedev.  Bruguera 
will  now  face  Sampras  in  the 
semi-finals. 

Prosecutors  in  Mannheim, 
Germany,  have  dropped  their 
investigation  into  Steffi 
Grafs  taxes  in  return  for  her 
paying  a fine  and  making  an 
undisdosed  contribution  to 
charity.  Graf,  who  win  lose 
her  No.l  ranking  to  Hlngfo 
next  week,  is  not  competing 
here  because  of  a knee  injury. 


The  sky’s  the  limit . . . Helissio.  left,  returns  to  base  with  a gallops  companion  after  a work-out  in  preparation  for  tomorrow's  S4  million  Dubai  World  Cup  photograph.  Julian  Herbert 

Guineas  await  Godolphin  jewels 


Graham  Rock  in  Dubai  is  shown  the  hand-picked  thoroughbreds 
which  will  lead  Sheikh  Mohammed’s  assault  on  the  British  Classics 


Edwards  exit 
lets  in  Smith 


Paul  Fitzpatrick 


kHAUN  EDWARDS  and 
kTony  Smith  have  been 
"allowed  little  time  to 
find  their  bearings  after  leav- 
ing Wigan  and  Castleford  for 
London  and  Wigan  respec- 
tively yesterday. 

Edwards,  the  most  deco- 
rated man  in  the  history  of 
the  sport,  is  expected  to  be  on 
the  bench  for  the  London 
Broncos'  home  game  with 
Paris  at  The  Stoop  today, 
while  Smith  wOl  be  in  the 
Wigan  side  from  the  start 
against  St  Helens  at  Central 
Park. 

It  was  no  surprise  to  hear 
Jack  Robinson,  the  Wigan 
chairman,  describe  the  depar- 
ture of  Edwards  as  the  “end  of 
an  era"  for  the  club.  He  also 
paid  generous  tribute  to  a 
player  whose  record  of  suc- 
cess is  unlikely  to  be  ap- 
proached; let  alone  surpassed. 

Back  in  1983  Edwards,  with 
Wigan  camped  on  his  door- 
step in  case  another  club  tried 
to  spirit  him  away  at  the  last 
moment,  signed  for  his  home- 
town team  on  his  17th 
birthday. 

At  21  he  became  the  youn- 
gest captain  of  a Challenge 
Cup  winning  side  and  for 
more  than  a decade  he  was  a 
central  figure  in  the  seem- 
ingly endless  domination  that 
Wigan  exercised  over  the 
sport 

The  ■‘wrench"  has  come 
about  because  he  is  now  a 
family  man  and  wants  to  live 
in  London  with  the  mother  of 
his  infant  son. 

Neither  club  would  disclose 
if  a fee  had  been  involved  for 


Edwards,  who  had  asked  for  a 
free  transfer.  If  one  has  been 
paid  it  will  be  considerably 
less  than  the  £150,000  Wigan 
have  paid  Castleford  for 
Smith. 

Smith's  arrival  at  Wigan 
and  his  inclusion  in  today’s 
side  will  disappoint  Craig 
Murdock,  who  possibly  imag- 
ined that  Edwards’s  depar- 
ture would  secure  his  first- 
team  place. 

The  26-year-old  Smith,  a 
genuine  class  act  at  either 
scrum-half  or  stand-off,  can 
be  viewed  as  the  first  brick  in 
the  rebuilding  of  a squad  de- 
pleted by  the  departure  of 
more  than  a dozen  interna- 
tionals in  little  more  than  two 
years.  “His  signing  should 
prove  to  people  that  we  are 
still  ambitious,”  said 
Robinson. 

Smith  could  scarcely  have 
been  given  a tougher  first  as- 
signment but  he  has  played  in 
a World  Cup  final  for  England 
against  Australia  at  Wembley 
in  1995  and  is  unlikely  to  be 
overawed. 

‘Tm  certain  that  Tony  will 
be  every  hit  as  good  in  his 
way  as  Shaun  was  in  his,’ 
said  Robinson.  “In  some  ways 
he  could  be  better,  and  that  Is 
not  meant  in  any  way  to  be 
disrespectful  to  Shaun,  who 
was  the  most  committed 
player  you  could  come 
across." 

• Paris  St  Germain  have 
completed  the  signing  of  the 
Australian  forward  Mick 
Hogue,  who  was  released  by 
Bradford  BoDs.  The  arrival  of 
Hogue,  formerly  with  the 
North  Queensland  Cowboys, 
takes  the  number  of  Austral- 
asian players  at  Paris  to  23. 


F YOU  want  to  know  why 
Sha  milch  ha  a been  backed 
from  25-1  to  8-1  for  the 
2,000  Guineas  in  recent 
weeks,  the  answer  would 
have  been  apparent  at  AI 
Quoz  racing  stables  in  Dubai 
yesterday. 

Sheikh  Mohammed,  the 
world’s  most  prolific  race- 
horse owner,  walked  among 
the  hand-picked  thorough- 
breds be  takes  to  Dubai  for 
the  winter,  and  none  looked 
better  than  his  Classic  colt, 
winner  of  the  Chesham 
Stakes  on  his  only  start  last 
year. 

Shamikh’s  glossy  coat 
reflected  the  sun  sinking  over 
the  desert,  the  dapples  on  his 
quarters  chining-  like  freshly- 
minted  sovereigns. 

He  is  as  well  forward  at  this 
stage  as  was  Mark  Of  Esteem, 
who  won  the  Guineas  last  sea- 
son and  who  went  on  to  be- 
come the  leading  roller  of 
Europe. 

Over  the  next  fortnight  or 
so  the  Godolphin  team  wfil  be 
put  through  their  paces  at 
home  in  timed  trials  which 
will  decide  their  aspirations 
for  the  first  half  of  the  season. 

The  invading  team  win  be 
flown  over  to  bases  In  New- 
market and  Ireland  but  one 
horse  whose  preparation  has 
faltered  is  Happy  Valentine. 


Cricket 


He  suffered  a blood  dis- 
order, ran  a slight  tempera- 
ture and  lost  weight;  as  he 
walked  round  at  exercise, 
lean  as  a greyhound,  every 
rib  on  his  spare  frame  could 
be  counted. 

“It  wOl  be  tight  to  get  him 
ready  for  the  Derby,"  Sheikh 
Mohammed  admitted.  “We 
can’t  afford  any  setback." 

Simon  Crisford,  the  Godol- 
phin manager,  noted  that 
there  were  only  47  days  be- 
fore the  York  May  meeting,  at 
which  Happy  Valentine 
would  contest  either  the 
Dante  Stakes  or  the  Glasgow 
Stakes  if  he  were  ready. 

“He  has  to  gain  weight  first 
before  we  can  put  him  under 
any  sort  of  pressure,”  Cris- 
ford added.  Ladbrokes 
reacted  by  easing  Happy  Val- 
entine from  8-1  to  12-1  for  the 
Epsom  Classic,  leaving 
Michael  Stoute’s  Entrepre- 
neur clear  favourite  at  9-L 

The  horses  are  in  Dubai  for 
the  warmth,  for  an  environ- 
ment relatively  free  of  the 
minor  infections  that  can 
blight  a horse’s  career  and  for 
the  sand  gallops  that  are  more 
forgiving  than  the  turf  at 
Newmarket  which  Is  disturb- 
ingly Dim  after  a dry  winter. 

Moonlight  Paradise  looked 
every  inch  a 5-1  favourite  for 
the  1,000  Guineas.  This  pow- 


erful Irish  River  filly  should 
stay  farther  than  a mile,  al- 
though the  extra  four  fur- 
longs of  the  Oaks  might  prove 
beyond  her. 

Kahal,  fifth  in  the  Dew- 
hurst  Stakes,  will  be  prepared 
for  the  French  2,000  Guineas 
“if  he’s  good  enough  when  the 
handbrake  comes  off,”  his 
owner  said. 

Of  the  109  Godolphin  horses 
in  Dubai,  48  will  be  taken  to 
Newmarket  “We  like  our 
small  place  there."  said  Mo- 
hammed, and  we  can  handle 
them  comfortably." 

In  addition  to  Shamlkh  and 
Moonlight  Paradise,  the 
Sheikh  nominated  Classic  Cli- 
che for  the  Cup  races  and  he 
was  pleased  with  Alhaarth. 

The  ante-post  favourite  for 
last  year’s  2,000  Guineas  has 
flourished  under  the  middle- 
eastern  sun,  and  he  could 
sweep  away  memories  of  a 
disappointing  season. 

Haltarra,  a brother  to 
Lammtarra  and  Kammtarra, 
Is  a maiden  after  two  runs  but 
looks  sure  to  win  soon  after 
returning  next  month. 

Godolphin  wfl]  race  more 
two-year-olds  in  1997.  The  ma- 
jority are  backward  and  will 
be  sent  to  the  Kildangan  Stud 
in  Ireland,  to  be  transferred 
to  Newmarket  when  they 
have  matured. 


Sheikh  Mohammed  nomi- 
nated Atuf.  a Danzig  filly,  as 
one  to  follow  early.  He 
thought  Sinam,  by  Mr  Pros- 
pector. would  come  into  his 
own  during  the  summer  and 
Sea  Wake,  a brother  to  Ta- 
rn ure,  could  make  his  mark  in 
the  dosing  months  of  the 
season. 

This  Aladdin's  Cave  of 
bloodstock  treasures  sets  the 
pulse  racing  Blue  Duster, 
whose  Classic  season  was  cur- 
tailed by  infection,  is  another 
to  have  blossomed;  she  is  one 
to  note  in  top-class  sprints. 

So  too  is  Detain  al.  who  suf- 
fered a hairline  fracture  OF 
the  pastern  last  autumn.  His 


first  target  is  a valuable  race 
in  Japan,  a race  won  by  Go- 
dolphin two  years  ago  with 
Heart  Lake. 

The  strength  or  the  Godol- 
phin team  helped  Saeed  Bin 
Suroor  clinch  his  first  train- 
ers’ championship  at  the  end 
of  an  epic  tussle  with  Henry 
Cecil  last  year. 

And  Sheikh  Mohammed  ex- 
pressed his  desire  for  another 
title  and  to  help  Frankie  Det- 
tori reclaim  his  riding  crown 
from  Pat  Eddery. 

“We  always  want  to  win  the 
Derby,  King  George  and  Arc. 
They  are  prestige  races."  he 
said.  "Racing  Is  still  as  excit- 
ing and  since  we  came  back 


from  England  we  have  not 
stopped  arguing.  Wo  want  to 
correct  our  mistakes. 

“I  told  them  to  push  one  or 
two  of  Uie  two-year -olds  a lit- 
tle bit  harder  than  I should 
last  year.  Maybe  we  ran  our 
horses  because  we  were  try- 
ing to  beat  Cecil. 

“Winning  the  champion- 
ship was  very  good  but  it  is 
better  to  stay  up  there.  But 
Michael  Stoute  has  some 
older  horses  who  are  big  win- 
ners and  he  has  a big  Derby- 
horse. 

"Hemy  Cecil  will  be  strong 
too  and  we  need  a horse  or 
two  to  come  through  to  win 
again.”  Don’t  bet  against  it 


National  weights  stay  put 


Ron  Cox 


1 TpHERE  will  be  no  late 
I changes  to  the  weights 
I for  the  Martell  Grand 
National,  even  If  the  top 
weight  Master  Oats  is  with- 
drawn after  being  declared 
at  next  Thursday’s  46-hour 
acceptance  stage. 

The  British  Horseracing 
Board  will  not  recommend 
any  alterations,  despite  the 
likelihood  of  the  majority 
of  the  runners  competing 
from  out  of  the  handicap. 
Provided  the  ground  is 


not  firm,  Kim  Bailey  in- 
tends to  run  Master  Oats, 
who  heads  the  weights  with 
list  101b.  But,  if  he  drops 
out,  the  actual  top  weight 
will  be  lost  91b  with  no  rise 
permitted  and  only  11 
horses  carrying  their  cor- 
rect weights. 

The  BHB  committee  dis- 
cussed a number  of  mea- 
sures, including  reversion 
to  the  normal  24-hour  dec- 
laration stage  and  allowing 
weights  to  be  raised  after 
the  time  of  declaration. 

But  after  taking  account 
of  likely  problems  and  the 


undesirable  precedent  rep- 
resented by  modifying  race 
conditions  at  such  late 
notice,  it  was  decided  not  to 
take  any  special  measures. 

No  rise  in  the  weights 
would  be  good  news  to  the 
backers  of  Wylde  Hide,  who 
is  only  lib  out  of  the  handi- 
cap on  9st  131b. 

The  Irish  l O-year-old  was 
laid  to  lose  £150,000  with 
Coral  yesterday,  including 
a single  wager  of  £10,000  at 
12-1.  and  is  their  joint 
second-favourite  at  10-1. 


Yesterday's  results,  page  20 


West  Indies  v India:  third  T est,  first  day 

India  hit  a rich  seam 


Avidesh  Persaud 
in  Bridgetown 


Ice  Hockey 

Overtime  change  for  final 


VteBatehekter 


THERE  will  be  a small  but 
potentially  effort-saving 
change  to  the  unlimited  over- 
lime  provision  for  tomorrow’s 
Nottingham  Pan  there  against 


Jd  Steel ers  BT  play-off 

final-in  Manchester  if  neces- 
sary the  teams  will  change 
aids  every  10  minutes. 

As  a result, according rnthe 
Steelers  manager  Alex  Dam- 
pier,  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  a repeat  of  last  Saturday  s 
overtime  marathon,  in  which 
the  Pan  fliers  defeated  the  Ayr 
Scottish  Eagles  after  116  min- 
utes of  actual  play  in  a same 
that  took  close  to  five  hours  to 
complete.  In  the  six  I0*minute 
periods  of  overtime  the  sides 
did  not  change  ends. 

"Changing  ends  creates  a 
goal,”  said  Darapier.  "The 
second  period  becomes  critical 
because,  if  your  bench  Is  in  the 
apposition's  Mid  of  the  Ice,  the 
. Bayers  have  farther  to  go  for 


UT  IN  by  India  on  one 
of  the  grassiest  wickets 
prepared  at  Kensington 
Oval  for  many  years.  West 
Indies  found  batting  a pro- 
longed struggle.  At  tea,  they 
were  144  for  five  in  this  cru- 
cial third  Test  which  may 
well  decide  the  series  given 
the  current  glut  of  lifeless 
pitches  in  the  Caribbean. 

There  was  an  almost  freak- 
ish amount  of  movement  in 
the  first  session.  Prasad,  bit- 
ting the  seam  with  regularity, 
made  the  batsmen  play  and 
miss  as  be  had  the  ball  dart- 
ing this  way  and  that 
throughout  an  excellent  six- 
over  opening  spelL  . 

In  his  second  over  Prasad 
produced  a well-directed  leg- 
cutter  that  had  Campbell  edg- 
ing to  second  slip.  He  was  un- 
lucky not  to  dismiss 
Chanderpaul  at  once  hut  the 


line  changes.  That's  when  you 
get  caught,  you  get  a quick 
turnover,  a two-on-one  and 
you’re  in  trouble.” 

From  “a  coach  or  player’s 
viewpoint,”  he  added,  unlim- 
ited sudden-death  overtime  is 
the  way  to  settled  tied  games, 
but  Dampier  doubted  that  Brit- 

Middlesex  sign  Kallis  with  bowling  limits 

in  north  America,  where  jACQDBS  thB 


batsman  overcame  a shaky 
start  to  battle  it  out  until  tea 
when  he  was  unbeaten  with 
53  after  nearly  four  hours.  It 
was  his  third  50  in  successive 
Tests,  and  probably  the  most 
important. 

While  the  gritty  Chander- 
paul bedded  down  with  typi- 
cal caution,  Williams  looked 
to  play  his  natural  attacking 
game.  He  took  two  fours  off 
Kuruvllla’s  opening  over  and 
chanced  his  arm  outside  off 
stamp.  An  airy  drive  off  that 
bowler  almost  cost  him  his 
wicket  when  Laxman  missed 
him  at  third  slip  but  the 
fielder  math*  amends  held 
the  catch  when  Williams 
played  another  chancy  shot  in 
Ganesh’s  first  over. 

Lara  played  with  Immense 
cinnimspection.  aware  that 
the  side  at  last  under  his  com- 
mand in  the  absence  of  the 
injured  Walsh  needed  an  in- 
nings of  substance  from  him. 
Forty  minutes  went  by  before 
he  even  attempted  an  attack- 


ing shot  a pull  off  Ganesh 
that  sped  to  the  fence. 

This  was  the  only  bad  ball 
Lara  received  as  all  three 
front-line  Indian  seamers 
maintained  a clearly  pre- 
planned line  outside  off 
stump.  With  the  ball  jagging 
around  and  lifting  from  just 
short  of  a length,  hatting  was 
not  easy. 

The  frustrated  Lara  got 
away  with  one  ambitious 
drive  on  the  up  that  just 
cleared  extra  cover.  But  he 
was  not  so  lucky  in  the 
following  over  when  Prasad 
removed  him  with  a beauty 
that  pitched  on  off  and  nipped 
away  to  have  him  comfort- 
ably taken  at  first  slip. 

west  Indies’  problems  were 
compounded  as  the  tea  inter- 
val neared  when  both  Hooper 
and  Holder  were  out  chasing 
wide  deliveries.  Hooper  was 
undone  by  the  extra  bounce 
In  the  pitch  bat  Holder  played 
a shot  cf  extreme  rashness  to 
be  caught  at  third  slip. 


Stanley  Cup  play-off  games 
frequently  go  to  such  lengths, 
the  teams  have  greater  depths 
of  playing  strength  and  con- 
tinue to  play  as  fast 

"Last  week's  game  got 
slower  and  slower,  physically 
there  weren’t  enough  bodies. 
It  was  very  difficult;  they  just 
couldn't  keep  the  pace  up." 

Sheffield’s  ex-NHL  forward 
Jason  Lafreniere  win  wear  a 
face  visor  to  protect  a broken 
nose  sustained  when  the  Steel- 
ers’ players  ware  involved  to  a 
fracas  at  a oty  nightclub  after 
returning  from  last  weeks 
semi-final  win  in  Cardiff 


f 


J 


JSouth  African  batsman 
who  has  begun  to  make  Ms 
name  as  a bowls*,  has  agreed  a 
one-year  deal  to  be  Middlesex's 
overseas  player. 

Because  of  a back  injury, 
however,  the  United  Cricket 
Board  of  South  Africa  has 
requested  that  the  21-year-old 
right-hand  bat  be  allowed  to 
bowl  in  one-day  matches  only. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  if 
Middlesex  are  out  of  the 
Championship  race  late  to  the 
season,  then  he  be  allowed  to 
return  to  South  Africa  on 
September  1 in  readiness  for  a 


) 


tour  of  Pakistan  later  that 
month.  Kallis.  who  has  played 
five  Tests,  would  be  allowed 
to  stay  for  the  Nat  West  finaL 

His  new  tram-mate  Mark 
Ramprakash  win  captain  The 
Rest  in  the  season’s  curtain- 
raiser  against  England  A at 
Edgbaston  on  April  18-21.  The 
batsman  has  struggled  for 
form  on  the  Test  stage  and 
has  been  overlooked  since 
playing  against  South  Africa 
in  November  1395. 

Derbyshire’s  Chris  Adams, 
unlucky  not  to  make  either 
winter  tour  after  scoring  1,742 
runs  last  season,  is  also  in- 


cluded as  Is  the  England 
Under-19  bowler  Alex  Tudor. 

The  selections  indicate  a 
change  in  policy,  with  ho  es- 
tablished player  from  the 
senior  England  squad  being 
included  in  either  side. 

miim  At  ■ Ehttdtar  (Surrey].  4 
dal lian  (Lancashire).  ■ Vanglua 
(Yorkshire),  a HoOraHi  (Yorkshire),  A 
HaUoah*  (Surrey,  catttl,  H Kattoun 
(Rent),  w Hen  (Lannshtre].  A Oto 
(Warwickshire).  C Cfaappto  (Uneaihlro). 
A Hants  (Derbyshire).  D Hsadtoy  (Kent) 
TIC  BEST.-  4 Ltewy  (Hampshire),  D 
■Caddy  (Leicestershire).  C Adana 
(Derbyshire).  M Raaprakarii  (UMdUnax. 
'napQ.  C Whte  (Yorkswie).  R Warren 
(Norttanta).  v rmesM  enforces toahire). 
D Cnkir  (GJamwaan).  A Tudor  (Su/rily). 
S Brown  (Durham).  C Slhrorwood 

(Yorkshire). 


Sailing 


Nicorette  crew 
sail  through 
main  problems 


Bob  Fisher 


DESPITE  having  been 
without  a mainsail  for 
more  than  12  hours  Nicor- 
ette remains  on  target  to 
break  the  92-year-old  re- 
cord for  a non-mechanised 
monohull  to  make  the 
2.925-mile  trip  across  the 
Atlantic. 

In  two  gruelling  days  of 
sailing  the  80-foot  maxi  has 
covered  658  miles,  clocking 
an  average  speed  of  13.72  — 
well  inside  the  10.02  knots 
the  185-foot  schooner  At- 
lantic achieved  in  1905. 

But  the  feat  of  the  skip- 
per Lndde  Ingv all’s  crew  is 
all  the  more  remarkable  as 
their  mainsail  was  dam- 
aged when  battens  broke  as 
the  third  reef  was  being 
taken  In  during  70-knot 
winds.  On-board  sail- 
makers  worked  through 
the  day  to  repair  damage. 

Prior  to  that  we  had  made 
rapid  progress  in  strong 
winds.  Under  mainsail,  and 
with  one  reef  and  a reach- 
ing jib,  speeds  of  27  knots 
were  regularly  recorded, 
with  Nicorette  reaching  a 
top  speed  of  29.2  knots. 
With  the  mntnall  hack  we 
have  lilted  our  speed  to  17 
knots,  and  the  record  ap- 
pears in  sight. 

Ingvall  was  at  the  wheel 
yesterday  when  he  had  to 
take  evasive  action  to  avoid 
a whale  sighted  10  yards 
from  the  bow. 

Ice  coming  down  from  the 
Labrador  Current  is  about 
450  miles  from  ns.  Nicor- 
ette’s  current  course  would 
steer  us  into  it  but,  if  the 
north-westerly  continues,  a 
gybe  will  take  the  maxi 
clear. 


Rowing 


Cambridge  react  to  dipping 
with  Boat  Race  shake-up 


Christopher  Dodd 


CAMBRIDGE,  stung  by  two 
defeats  on  Wednesday  by 
their  reserve  Goldie  crew,  yes- 
terday made  alternative  seat- 
ing arrangements  two  days 
before  the  Boat  Race. 

Each  oarsman  rowed  in  a 
different  seat  during  an  early- 
morning  outing  and  they 
emerged  later  with  a 
reshuffled  stroke  side:  the 
Dane  Damien  Maitarp  moved 
from  No.  7 to  No-  3,  replacing 
their  president  Ethan  Ayer, 
who  goes  to  No.  5 with  the 
giant  Olympian  Alex  Story 
switching  to  No.  7. 

This  order  now  appears  to 
be  the  finished  article  after 
showing  much  less  dipping  to 
bow  side  and  a good  run  on 

the  boat  as  they  continue  a 
steady  rise  towards  their 
hoped-for  peak  tomorrow. 

Oxford  were  unruffled  in  a 
display  of  precision  paddling. 
They  are  still  perhaps  the 
slower  off  the  start  but  every- 
thing points  to  a long,  hard 


struggle  when  it  matters. 

If  proof  is  required  that 
oarsmen  are  not  brainless, 
this  year’s  Old  Blue  umpire  is 
the  neuro-surgeon  Tom  Ca- 
doux-Hudson,  who  took 
charge  of  the  rehearsal  starts 
and  the  coxes’  ritual  launch 
trip  over  the  course. 

There  were  fireworks,  how- 
ever, in  the  Veterans’  race 
over  2.000  metres  from  the 
Boat  Race  start  to  St  Paul's 
School.  Oxford,  average  age 
42  and  weight  14st.  stole  the 
lead  on  the  Middlesex  station 
and  gave  the  umpire  Liz 
Chick  a hard  time  to 
Hammersmith. 

She  warned  them  repeat- 
edly to  allow  Cambridge,  av- 
erage age  45  and  weight  fast 
81b,  room  to  squeeze  under 
Hammersmith  Bridge.  Cam- 
bridge went  for  the  kill  and 
bumped  Oxford,  appealing  for 
a disqualification,  but 
Oxford's  bow  was  ruled  to 
have  crossed  the  line  as  the 
bump  occurred.  The  Dark 
Blue  veterans  now  hold  a 2-0 
lead  in  the  series. 


Cross  Country 

Backing  for  Hyde  Park  role 


»aved  BEDFORD,  the  in- 
ternational race  coordi- 
nator of  the  London  Mara- 
thon, has  backed  plans  to  hold 
the  2003  World  Cross  Country 
Championships  in  Hyde  Park, 
writes  Duncan  Mackay, 

Prlmo  Nebiolo,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  International  Am- 
ateur Athletic  Federation,  has 
made  it  clear  that  Hyde  Park 
would  be  a virtually  auto- 
matic choice  if  the  British 
Athletic  Federation  offered  it. 
•The  scenes  from  Turin  last 


weekend  were  spectacular," 
said  Bedford.  “London  would 
probably  be  even  better.  The 
London  Marathon  would  be 
Interested  in  helping  out. 

“We’re  aware  that  there 
would  be  a problem  with  the 
Royal  Parks  Authority  over 
advertising  but.  with  a 
change  of  government,  we 
hope  [that]  may  change.” 

• The  Olympic  marathon 
champion  Josiah  Thugwane 
has  confirmed  he  will  run  In 
next  month’s  London  race. 
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Soccer 

Martin  Thorpe  on  the  latest  sleaze  affair  to  hit  the  game:  Kurt  Rdthlisberger’s  aiieged  attempt  to  influence  a Champions  League  match 

Fifa  bans  Swiss  referee  for  life 


FEARS  about  the  integ- 
rity of  international 
football  increased  yes- 
terday when  the  Fifa 
referee  Kurt  Rothlisberger 
was  banned  for  life  for  at- 
tempted bribery. 

It  follows  January’s  revela* 
tions,  after  a six-year  investi- 
gation Into  the  French  club 
Marseille,  that  widespread 
corruption  existed  at  the 
highest  levels  of  European 
football,  in  which  referees 
and  whole  teams  were  paid 
fortunes  to  throw  games. 

Rdthlisberger  is  the  referee 
whom  Eric  Cantona  accused 
of  being  bought  after  Man- 
chester United’s  European 
Cup  tie  in  Turkey  four  years 
ago. 

The  Swiss  teacher  was 
banned  yesterday  after  allega- 
tions that  he  offered  to  influ- 
ence the  Champions  League 
game  between  Grasshopper 
Zurich  and  Auxerre  last 
October. 

Uefa  said  that  Rothlis- 
berger contacted  the  Swiss 
club  and  asked  if  they  would 
be  interested  in  the  referee 
for  that  game  not  giving  cer- 
tain decisions  against 
Grasshoppers. 

Rdthlisberger  said  be  was 
friendly  with  the  referee  and 
it  would  be  easy  for  him  to 
arrange.  Uefa  said  a sum  of 
100.000  Swiss  francs  (£43,750) 
was  suggested  as  compensa- 
tion to  Rothlisberger  for 
doing  it 

Uefa  described  the  affair  as 
“an  extremely  reprehensible 
and  regrettable  case  not  only 
for  UeCa  but  also  for  the  entire 
footballing  movement 
"Through  his  action  Kurt 
Rothlisberger  has  violated 
principles  which  are  indis- 
pensable for  sport  namely 
those  of  loyalty,  integrity 
and  sportsmanlike  conduct" 
However,  Rothlisberger  is 
threatening  legal  action 
against  TTpfa  over  its  findings. 
He  said  he  had  in  fact  talked 
about  manipulating  the 
match  but  stressed  it  was 
meant  purely  hypothetically. 

He  said  he  had  just  wanted 
to  know  from  Vogel  how  he 
would  react  to  such  an  offer. 
Obviously  Vogel  had  then  be- 
lieved that  he,  Rothlisberger, 
had  wanted  to  set  a trap  for 
him,  he  alleged. 

“I.  will  certainly  be  speak- 
ing to  my  lawyer,"  Rothlis- 
berger said.  ‘1  won’t  allow  my 
name  to  be  dragged  through 
the  mud  In  this  way.” 

It  was  November  1393  when 
Cantona  criticised  the  refer- 
ee’s handling  of  United’s 
European  Cup  tie  against  Ga- 
iatasaray.  Cantona  was 
reputed  in  the  French  news- 


The master  in  black . . . Rothlisberger  was  criticised  by  Eric  Cantona,  third  from  right,  after  United's  European  Cup  tie  against  Galatasaray  in  1993 
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paper  L'Equipe  as  saying:  “I 
am  certain  that  referees  have 
been  bought  in  the  European 
Cup  and  I ask  myself  whether 
Mr  Rothlisberger  had  not  also 
been  bought  on  Wednesday 
night" 

The  referee  responded  by 
saying:  “Everybody  who 
knows  me  would  laugh  at 
this.  It's  a shocking  thing  to 
say.  Throughout  my  life  I 
have  sLood  for  fair  play  and 
the  standards  of  a gentleman. 
Nobody  would  dream  of  try- 
ing to  buy  me.  They  know 
what  my  answer  would  be." 

Rothlisberger.  who  refereed 
in  the  1990  and  1994  World 
Cups,  is  no  stranger  to  contro- 
versy. He  was  sent  home  from 


the  1994  World  Cup  after  ad- 
mitting he  should  have 
awarded  Belgium  a penalty 
during  their  3-2  defeat  by 
Germany  in  a second-round 
match. 

The  next  year  he  was  sus- 
pended for  three  months  for 
misusing  his  position  as  a 
Fifa  referee  In  a campaign  to 
win  a seat  in  the  Swiss 
parliament 

The  allegations  which  led  to 
yesterday's  ban  came  to  light 
after  the  Grasshoppers  gen- 
eral manager  Erich  Vogel  and 
club  president  Romano  Spa- 
dero  told  Uefa  what  had  hap- 
pened and  an  investigation 
started.  The  match  referee  is 
also  under  investigation  for 


possible  involvement  and 
Uefa  said  he  will  not  officiate 
as  a Fifa  referee  until  he  has 
been  cleared. 

R&thlisberger  has  until 
April  2 to  lodge  an  appeal. 

The  judicial  report  into  the 
Marseille  affair,  revealed  in 
January,  alleged  that  the  for- 
mer manager  of  the  French 
national  team.  Michel  Hi- 
dalgo. and  the  former  Mar- 
seille ■chairman,  Bernard  Ta- 
pie,  were  among  officials 
involved  in  a £12  million 
fraud. 

Cheating  in  the  European 
Cup.  which  became  known  as 
the  European  Champions 
League  in  1993,  was  linked  to 
several  countries,  including 


Belgium.  Greece.  Italy,  Portu- 
gal and  Russia. 

Marseille  lifted  the  cap 
after  a 1-0  victory  over  AC 
Milan  in  Munich,  but  were 
stripped  of  the  title  once  the 
corruption  allegations  sur- 
faced. Ironically  Rothlis- 
berger refereed  that  final, 
though  ihe  report  made  no  ac- 
cusations against  him. 

Twenty  Marseille  officials 
and  middlemen  are  to  be  tried 
on  charges  of  match-rigging, 
which  will  throw  doubts  on 
many  close  results  in 
Europe’s  most  important 
competitions  over  file  past 
few  years. 

Three  of  Europe’s  most 
famous  teams.  FC  Bruges, 


Spartak  Moscow  and  AEK 
Athens  are  named  in  deals  to 
ensure  Marseille  victories 
while  dozens  of  top  players 
are  believed  to  have  received 
underhand  payments  to 
throw  matches. 

An  examining  magistrate 
Pierre  Philippon.  who  drew 
up  the  report  was  prevented 
from  inquiring  into  dub  ac- 
counts outside  France  but 
traced  nearly  £12  million  paid 
by  Marseille  to  buy  matches, 
individual  players,  officials 
and  referees  or  for  illegal 
transfer  fees.  He  alleged  that 
the  international  fraud  was 
masterminded  by  Tapie  who 
is  appealing  against  a jail 
sentence. 


Rothlisberger . . . shocked 


costs 

Fowler 

£900 


John  Duncan 


Robbie  fowler 

found  out  that  what 
Fifa  glveth.  Uefa 
taketh  away  when  he  was 
Qncd  £900  by  the  European 
governing  body  for  display- 
ing a ■■political’*  T-shirt, 
barely  24  hours  after 
receiving  a fox  from  Pita’s 

general  secretary  Sepp 
Blatter  congratulating  him 
on  his  sportsmanship  In 
trying  to  persuade  a referee 
not  to  give  a penalty. 

Undeterred  by  Uefa’s. 
reprimand  Fowler  fuelled 
his  new-found  Righteous 
Robbie  reputation  yester- 
day, revealing  be  had  previ- 
ously convinced  a referee 
not  to  give  a penalty  in  his 
favour.  “I  did  it  at  Chelsea 
when  I went  one  on  one 
with  the  keeper  and  went 
past  liim  and  down."  said 
Fowler.  “I  got  up  and 
walked  away.  I didn’t  try  to 
fiaim  it  and  the  refs  Just 
given  a goal-kick.  And  we 
got  beat  in  that  game." 

However,  he  Insists  that 
he  was  try  ing  to  score  from 
the  penalty  he  did  not  want 
on  Monday  against  Arsenal 
at  Highbury.  “I  wanted  to 
score  it.”  said  Fowler.  "I 
never  missed  on  purpose.  It 
just  happened,  it  was  a bad 
penalty.”  His  sainthood 
might  have  been  put  in  a 
different  light  had  Jason 
McAteer  not  followed  up  to 
score  for  Liverpool  and  se- 
cure a 2-1  win. 

Fowler,  who  has  been  on 
occasional  victim  of  lewd 
tabloid  examination,  was 
enjoying  the  moral  high 
ground.  “I*ve  never  been  a 
bad  lad,”  said  Fowler.  “It’s 
just  that  everything  yon  do 
gets  scrutinised.  But  I've 
been  getting  picked  on  be- 
cause I’ve  done  one  or  two 
silly  things  and  people 
think  you’re  going  to  carry 
on  like  that  all  the  time, 
which  I'm  not.” 

Fowler  is  refusing  to  com- 
ment further  on  the  T-shirt 
incident,  in  which  he  wore 
a shirt  under  his  top  with  a 
slogan  supporting  striking 
Merseyside  dockers  and 
displayed  it  during  the 
European  Cup  Winners' 
Cup  match  last  week 
against  Brann  Bergen. 
Uefa.  though,  had  specifi- 
cally warned  clubs  about 
the  displaying  of  political 
messages. 


Bosman  shadow  over  deadline  day 


Martin  Thorpe  on  the  lack  of  big-money 
signings  as  the  transfer  market  closed 


JSFER  deadline  day 
saw  one  big  deal 
revived,  another  big 
deal  confirmed  and  a 17-year- 
old  sold  for  £500.000.  But 
otherwise  chequebooks  were 
largely  conspicuous  by  tbeir 
absence  as  clubs  preferred  to 
wait  for  the  top-quality  free 
transfers  available  in  the 
summer  courtesy  of  the  Bos- 
man ruling. 

Manchester  City’s  North- 
ern Ireland  midfielder  Steve 
Lomas  eventually  signed  for 
West  Ham  after  the  deal  ap- 
peared dead  the  day  before. 
The  Hammers  are  paying  £1.6 
million  for  the  combative  23- 
year-old  in  a deal  that  could 
rise  to  more  than  £2  million 
based  cm  appearances. 

Lomas  had  originally 
baulked  at  the  move  but  it  is 
understood  City  so  need  the 
money  that  they  pulled  a few 
diplomatic  strings  to  push  the 
deal  through. 


Results 


Soccer 

MOLD  VAinm  TROPHY  MTHNA. 
TONAL  YOUTH  TOURNAMENT  (Lon- 
fllano).  Unted  Arab  Emirates  0,  Wales  1. 

Rugby  Union 

COURAOE  CLUBS  CHAMPIONSHIP, 
L»— ■■  Obm  Was)  Hartlepool  1ft  Bath  24. 

Goff 

PLAYERS*  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Sawgraaa, 
Borifta):  Eprt»  Urn  round  i«pder>  (US 
unleea  staled}:  ST  F Zoeller  U Caleavee- 
T Lehman:  O Edwards,  es  T Smith;  j 
Haas:  S Ljrt*  (GB):  T Punzar;  D Stockton 
Jnr.  SB  P Slaw  art  R Damron.  70  M Hul- 
bert;  G Day;  R Gamez;  B Walls;  H Sutton. 
71  M Brtaky.  J Eowrd*  A Magee:  K Trt- 
ptett  N Faldo  (OB);  J Leonard:  F Funic  T 
Woods:  F Couples:  S Simpson;  J Stood  ar; 
S Gump.  72  J Carter  J Gallagher  Jnn  T 
Tryba:  M Brooke:  R Mediate;  D Martin.  73 
L Nelson;  O Browne;  K Party;  M O'Meara; 
C Startler  S McCarrtm;  L Jartzen;  S Low- 
ary: O UraeU:  G Kraft:  B ChamUm.  74  L 
Clements;  J Adams:  B McCaiifster.  B 
Tway;  J Mora;  VY  wood:  N Lancaster  D 
Hammond.  78  S Dunlap:  C Pawn:  T Kite:  D 
Pride;  T Herron.  78  0 Foramen;  I Woos- 
nam  (GBfc  J Daly;  D Hart.  77  H Royer;  P 
GoydBK  P McMtaon:  D Toms  C Beck.  78 
S Torrance  (GB).  80  W Grady  (Auflj:  P 
Burke.  VI  C Strung*  0 Root  (5AI. 

Tennis 

LPT0H  CHAMPIONSHIPS  (Kay  Bls- 
mne);  Gt<*rtw*  IVialii  Mem  P Sampras 
(US}  H H Dreekman  (Gar)  w/o ; V Bra- 
•eeir  OP)  H A Meaveaev  (Ukr)  tw>.  6-3. 
Wewtww  J NoMOna  (Cz)  t»  l Mo)oll  (Cro- 
Ida)  6-2,  S-ft  7-8;  M HtapU  (Swttzl  bl  M J 
Famamte  (US)  B-4.  b-i. 

OMAMD  mix  NASSAU  II  (Rabat); 
J^nmid.KAtadlUorlMMCrati 

R FrenOwrg  (Aus)  7-ft  6-0;  T -mlnii.i 

^ ■ A ° 

"IMA  Martin  (Sp)  (ha.  8-1. 


Basketball 


The  Aston  Villa  striker 
Tommy  Johnson  moved  to 
Celtic  for  £2.3  million.  The  26- 
year-old  signed  a four-year 
deal  on  wages  reputed  to  be 
£8,000  a week,  more  than 
double  his  Villa  salary. 

Peterborough’s  club  trans- 
fer record  is  set  to  be  broken 
following  the  sale  of  the  17- 
year-old  David  Billington  to 
Sheffield  Wednesday. 

The  Premiership  club  has 
paid  £500.000  for  the  Republic 
ofl reland  youth  international 
midfielder,  but  appearance 
payments  and  sell-on  percent- 
ages could  double  the  value  of 
the  deal  to  Peterborough. 

Billington,  still  in  his  first 
season  as  a YTS  player,  has 
made  just  three  senior  ap- 
pearances for  Posh,  but  the 
manager  Barry  Fry  com- 
mented*. "It  is  obvious  to  any- 
one who  bas  seen  him  that  he 
is  a real  star  of  the  future." 

The  QJPR  manager  Stewart 


NBA:  Charlotte  87,  Portland  88:  Indiana 
1D4.  Cutes  BO:  Miami  ini.  Sacramento  BE. 

New  Jersey  123.  Plaladolpoio  105;  Wash- 
ington 105  Boston  93.  New  York  106,  Do- 
lro,t  fe.  Denver  100.  Minnesota  I0Z,  Sem- 
ite 107.  Phoenix  ICST.  LA  Laknro  106 
Milwaukee  84 

Cricket 

ICC  TROPHY  I Kuala  Lumpur  5fl  overs) 
US  21.7  Ireland  215-8  (49  I Over 3 1 Ireland 
wor.  by  two  wickets.  Kenya  <M  (12.4 
ov>jrs|.  & o>  &itar  44  127,1  qvorai.  Kenya 
won  ty  won  wekeis.  Wwi  Africa  79-5 
1201  overs  i.  Argentina  77  (38.1  overs) 
Wast  Africa  won  by  rive  wickets.  Untied 
Arab  Emiraies  KW  |X73  overs)  Malay- 
sia 139 149.3  overs)  UAE  won  by  two  wick- 
ets. Bangladesh  99-5  (33  5 overs).  Den- 
mark 90  i-ir.3  overs).  Bangladesh  won  by 
Hve  wlckee.  Singapore  204.  Israel  136 
143.x  ovor-j).  Singapore  wan  68  rune. 


Cycling 


TOUR  OF  SARDINIA;  Second  stags 

(lB4km:  Italian  unless  staled):  1,  A Serto- 

llnl  4hr  aunvln  2Qsoc.  3.  J Svoradd  (C£|.  3. 

V Dfovaruon  iRus)  both  same  nme.  Over- 
ate i.  Bcriolini  stir  54min  4Ssec:  Z A 
Molor  (Svrit)  al  feet;  3.  Bvorooa  4. 

Ice  Hockey 

PREMIER  LEAGUE  CHAMPIONSHIP 
PLAY-OFF.  Siougn  4.  Swindon  3.  ThM- 
place  playoff:  Kingston  3.  Guildlard  9. 
NHL:  Montreal  ft  Pittsburgh  5:  Delroll  8. 
Colorado  5 lot)'  Bunaks  2,  NY  Islanders  3 
(01):  Chlrtogo  b.  Wasntogtenl  3;  Vancouver 
5.  Anaheim  3.  San  Jose  1,  Toronto  i 

Racing 

LEICESTER 

2.10  (1m)i  «,  SIR  TALBOT,  Pel  Eddery 
(10-1):  2,  TRta  RulTo  (7-4  favl.  3,  MMOQ" 
ty  (9-?t  8 ran  lS.  Jl  (B  Hannon).  Tote: 
Cl  1.20:  C.flO  £1.10.  0.40.  Dual  F:  E2S.80. 
CSF’  CTSiftj  3*40  (7l>  1,  FIRST  COLD,  K 
Fallon  (8-2  |t  lav):  a,  ■■nfcfindor  (26-1); 
2,  Norttwn  F*n  14-11  5-2)1  lav  Bag  AIM 
A BIL  IS  ran.  £ deoa-hoaL  iJ  Wharton). 
Torn:  t*3  ■»  Cl  .40,  N.Fsn  Cl  .80.  Back- 
tundw  £5  90  OF:  F.GoM.  N.Fbh  £3.40; 
F Gold,  Backnandor  £18.00.  C3F-  F.&oid. 
HFan  ES.M;  F Gold  Backhander  £33.44. 
Trlo-  gia.10.  3.10  (1m  4ft  1.  IN  tm 
MCMiOV,  F Lynch  (5-2  lav).  2,  Fobutons 
Mtoto  I KM).  3,  Miee  Dtaxig  (3-11.  !1 


Houston  went  back  to  Arsenal 
to  sign  the  Northern  Ireland 
defender  Steve  Morrow  and 
then  sold  Australian  full-back 
Andrew  McDermott  20.  to 
West  Brom  for  £400,000. 

Rangers  will  pay  £500,000 
for  the  26-year-old  Morrow 
and  give  him  a four-year  con- 
tract subject  to  a medical-  In 
the  meantime  he  has  signed 
on  loan  to  beat  the  deadline. 

Leeds  won  the  race  with 
Crystal  Palace  for  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Morton  striker 
Derek  LUley  who  moved  for 
£500,000.  But  Stoke  rejected  a 
£2.7  mm  inn  offer  from  an  un- 
identified Premiership  club 
for  their  striker  Mike  Sheron. 

FULL  TRANSFERS;  Steve  Lomaa.  Mon 
City  la  Wast  Ham,  £1.8m;  Derrick 
Hamilton.  Bradford  to  Newcastle.  CiSm: 
David  Billington.  Peterborough  to  Shaft 
Wed.  £500.000:  Derek  Utley.  Morton  to 
Leeds.  CSOOJXXk  Steve  Morrow.  Amenel  to 
OPR.  £300.000:  Andrew  McOennotL  QPB 
to  West  Brom.  £400.000;  Alan  Miller. 
Middlesbrough  to  west  Brom.  £400.000: 
DavM  Barestord,  Oldham  to  Huddersfield. 
£350.000:  Robert  Bloke.  Darlington  Id 
Bradford,  £300.000.  Steve  Mautone,  West 
Hem  to  Reading.  £250-000;  Matthew  Rush. 
Norwich  lo  Oldham.  £155,000:  Mark 
McNally.  Southend  to  3toka.  £120,000: 
Paul  Reid,  Huddersfield  to  Oldham. 
£100.000;  Tony  Bullock.  Leek  to  Barnsley. 
£50.000:  Keith  OTIaliaran.  Middlesbrough 


ran.  X.  6.  (R  HoUJnshsad).  Tote:  ELM. 
ET  20.  £2.10.  £2-20  Dual  F:  Cl  2-00  CSF 
£25.74.  Trtcaot:  C72.42.  Trio.  C7S0.  NR: 
Samuel  ScalL  3AO  (In  1,  OOSLOS. 
M Teobua  (14-1);  a,  immvibb  (13-2).  3, 
Bmegeld  (7-2  |i  rav).  7-2  |t  lav  Ztd«.  9 
ran  X 1 (Mna  S Wilton)  Torn:  Cl  5.20. 
0.60.  C2.30.  £1.70.  Dual  F:  £45 DC.  CSF: 
£94  17.  Trtcaat:  £380.13.  Trio.  £12020. 
4.10  (Tf)>  1,  PLAHIR  D* AMOUR,  Pal  Ed- 
dery (7-2  fav|;  a.  L mat  Chanoa  (12-1);  3, 
Zabwe  (9-2).  If  ran.  lit.  1JL  |N Callagtionl. 
TotK  £3 jsa  £1  JO.  C2-50.  £2.40.  Dual  F: 
£31.70.  CSF  £44.25.  Tricast  CI82S6.  Trio: 
CfiftOO.  NR-  Matoderta.  4.40  i,  AS- 
TRAL IMVAOBt,  R Pertiam  (20-1):  2, 
BrgfA*e—  TWnwfl  (5-e  fav);  3,  San- 
■norvfile  Wood  (&-?).  12  ran.  1SL  nk_  (M 
Saunders).  Tote  £17.10:  £2.00.  £1  ID. 
£1  JO.  Dual  F;  08.80  CSF;  £3XSB.  Trio 
C28JXL  5.10  (Tf)i  1,  DUST  DANCSR,  Ppt 
Eddery  MO-11  <av);  a.  llwnwly  Roy 
(5-2):  3,  Tafaxoo  Jazz  (12-1).  8 ran.  X.  4 
(J  Dunlop].  Tote:  £1.70:  £1.10.  £1.10.  £220. 
Dual  F:  Cl A0.  CSF:  CLC6.  TiKl  £9  90.  NR; 
Hippy  Chick.  South  China  Sea. 
JACKPOT!  Not  won.  £18.08763  earned 
forward  to  Saturday. 

PUG DWi  £26.80.  OUADPOTi  £1320. 

HUSSELBUnGH 

2-20  (51);  1,  SALAMANCA,  P Fessey 
16-81: 2,  Heavenly  Abstone  (&-4  fav);  3. 
FSey  Mga  f»-1).  7 tan.  2.  5.  iJ  Beiry). 
Tola:  CM:  £2-00,  £1.40.  Dual  F:  C2.00. 
CSF:  E6J3.  2JO  1,  HERE  COMBS 
nnift  n Kennedy  (8-4  lav);  2,  Ootdao 
HMoor  (13-8);  2,  TwKrWd  ICMWef 
(50-1).  18  ran.  21.  3.  (W  Storeyj  Tote: 
S2.B0;  £1.40,  £1  JO.  £10.80  Dual  F:  £1.70. 
CSF:  £3.41.  Trlcasc  £73.70.  Tr«:  £48  30 
AGO  (MU  1,  CHEMCAST,  R Lopptn  (5-1); 
2,  01  La  Mg*  (7-1).  3,  Tropical  Bcocti 
(7-1).  6-2  Fav  Gorubdu.  12  ran.  H.  iK  u 
Eyre).  Tote;  EftBO:  £240.  C2JH,  C3  60.  Dual 
F:  E13J0.  CSF:  G4a41.  TricosC  C24338. 
Trio:  £8800.  Swan  At  Wholloy  withdrawn. 
Rule  4 applies  to  an  bets.  Deduct  Sp  in  the 
pound.  UO  (1m  41):  1,  KATHRYN'S 
FRT,  A Cuihane  (7-4  fav}:  2,  Mountateew 
pi-*):  a,  Aboiawy  (S-2).  7 ran.  IK  1 (Mm 
M Ravel eyl  Tote:  £200:  SM  JO,  CS JO.  Dual 
F.  C4B0  CSF:  EBSft  4JM  (1a«  1,  SCHL- 
DBB*  COn,  o Sweeney  (Ti— 4 lav);  *, 
"■""fcra  fliwen  (18-tti  3,  Horry's  That 
(100-30).  13  ran,  SC.  7.  (M  Meade)  Tote: 
£360:  £140,  £6.10,  £100.  Dual  F.  E4620. 
cap- OtU3  Trteaat  C110.GB.Trio:  C4520 
ML  Sheraz.  4-30  {1m*  1.  POLARIZE.  L 


to  S>  Johratone.  C&0.000:  iWchael  Gllkos, 
Reading  to  Wolvee.  £60.000. 

UnMachiseif  hem  Tony  Agana.  Nona  Co 
to  Hereford;  Paul  Baker.  Scunthorpe  to 
Hartlepool;  Wayne  Bulllmora.  Brodtord  to 
Peterborough;  Simon  Haworth.  Cardiff  to 
Norwich;  Dee  Linton.  Luton  lo 
Peterborough:  Lee  Marshall.  Enfield  to 
Norwich;  Andrew  Mason,  Hull  to 
Chesterfield:  Sean  McAuley,  Hartlepool  to 
Scunthorpe:  Jurgen  Nielsen,  Hvtdovre 
IDen)  u Liverpool:  Cart  ShutL  Bradford  to 
Darlington;  Chris  wuder.  Notts  County  to 
Bradford;  Paul  Birch,  Doncaster  to  Exeter, 
free. 

LOAM  DEALS]  Kevin  Cooper.  Derby  to 
Stockport  Graham  Co  lighten.  Blackburn 
to  Swindon;  Craig  Forrest,  Ipswich  to 
Chelsea:  Sieve  Harper.  Newcastle  to 
Stockport;  Andy  Ktwomyn.  Bradford  to 
Luton;  Mark  Jan  nay.  Tottenham  lo 
Brentford:  Lee  Janes,  Liverpool  to 
Tran  mere;  Jason  Lae.  NotFm  Forest  to 
Grimsby:  Gavin  McGowan,  Arsenal  to 
Luton:  Paul  Wilson.  Scunthorpe  to 
Cambridge:  Jonathan  Atkinson.  Morpeth 
FC  to  Darlington:  Michael  Brown.  Men  City 
to  Hartlepool.  Dean  Chandler,  Cha/1  ton  to 
Torquay:  Brian  Gayle,  Rotherham  to 
Bristol  Rovers;  Troy  Bennett.  Barnsley  to 
Scarborough;  Mike  Galloway.  Notts  Co  to 
Gin ingnam:  David  Martin.  Northampton  to 
Brighton.  Richard  Crasswell,  York  to 
Mansfield;  Tom  Evans.  C Palace  to 
Covontry;  Sean  Flynn.  Derby  to  Stokxq 
Steve  Guinan.  Notfm  Forest  to  Burnley: 
Leo  Fortune-West  Gillingham  to  L Orient 
Jamie  Clapnam.  Tottenham  to  Bristol  R; 
Sieve  Biatharwick.  Noti'm  Forest  to 
Reading:  Marlin  Taylor.  Derby  to 
Wycombe;  Adrian  Clarke,  Arsenal  to 
Southend:  Michael  Williams.  SteFf  Wed  to 
Peterborough;  Nathan  Freemen,  Man  City 
to  Fulham:  Mark  Patterson.  Shefl  UM  to 
Sautheno:  Jonathan  Sheffield. 

Peterborough  to  Oldham. 


Cnerrtock  19-1);  2,  Kroswo  3, 

Ctinqjawne  Om  lee  (20-11.  S-2  Fav  Ital- 
ian Symphony.  6 ran.  X.  2JL  (T  Barron). 
tou:  ra.ea  cx.xd.  £1.10.  Dual  F:  citt20. 
CSF:  £27  SO. 

PUCBOn  £37.10.  QtMOFOTi  E33J0. 
UNGFTEU3 

2-30  (1m  4Q:  1,  AT  UBRRrV,  Dane 
OTteHl  (Evans  tav|;  3,  Owe  On  The  Raff 
ill-81;  3,  Hartnnte  Prteee  (1 T— IV.  B ran. 
St.  11.  (R  Hannon).  Tote:  VSMr.  £1.10. 
£1.10.  Ouai  F:  £1.10.  CSF:  £2.38.  NR;  Su- 
lelLa  Dancer.  LOO  (1m  2f>i  i,  Atra- 
*°“  _pow??1'  A c,ort(  I3J  lav),  a. 

Hal  (9-1);  a,  RfWveloua  ^-^aranSfc 
nk.  (J  Hills).  Tote*.  C1J0:  Cl.Tft  £1J», 

□.Hah  CO  60.  Efficacious  El  JO.  Dual  F: 
£4.40.  CSF:  CftBS.  AMO  (fific  1,  LORD 
SKY,  a Sanders  (6-1).  *.  MQn  3, 
hwnPa  Drab  Hb»  (7-1)  4-1  jt  lavs  Solly 
Slade.  Tuscan  Dawn.  7 ran  X,  iX.  (A  Bai- 
ley) Tote:  QUO;  £2.10,  £4.70.  Dual  F. 
£17.7Q  CSF:  £3145.  4jOO  (7t|i  1,  UOER 
TO  PLEASE.  D Holland  (11-4);  2,  Erv 
dhanHeg  b.  (11-4);  3,  Gepl  (11-2).  9-4 
lav  Hever  OcH  Charger.  5 >on  Ml  IkL  (Gay 
Keiieway).  Tole:  £4^0;  ciSO,  C2J0.  Dual  F: 
£5  70.  CSF-  £1005.  4JO  (1m>  1,  BAR- 
BASON,  Candy  Morris  (9-3);  SL  n CW 
Saw  (7-2  lav);  3,  Oadge  (8-1).  12  ran.  2JC 
1 (G  L Moors).  Tota  SSJSK  &S0.  £100. 
£3.00.  Dual  F:  £70.80  CSF:  £20S5.  Trtcaac 
£13200.  Trio1  £00.80.  MO  (1m  IT*  i, 
OCTET,  A dark  (M  ]l  fav):  2.  Wcatern 
F unate  (7-1);  3,  OM  IVrtelor  (8-6  8 
lav).  4 ran.  5.  11  (G  Wragg).  Tote:  £1^0: 
Dual  F:  C480-  CSF:  G8JB8. 

PLACEPOTc  C7B.60  OUADPOTi  £49.70. 


Bung  scandal  gets 
High  Court  hearing 


Squash 


SUPER  SOSES  PMALS  (Hatfield):  Hor- 
rem  graop:  Sepgml  qaaOhlha  raiteA  S 
Parke  (Eng)  M R EylM  (Auk)  10-8.  8-fl. 
l-«.  6-8,  10-8;  B Marita  (Aus)  bt  M Clu- 
lener  fEng)  8-1.  9-3. 9-7. 


Fixtures 


[7  jo  unteaa  ntpted) 

Soccer 

EUROPEAN  U-21  CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUALIPYBiCb  Creep  Fowl  Scotland  v 
Estonia  (2A  Fonhberft  Stadium,  Sthiing). 
•f"*  ! ***“  wains  v BolQtuti  (Vetch 
FlaW.  Swansea  C AFC). 


FRESH  evidence  con- 
cerning the  bung  scan- 
dal could  emerge  in  a 
High  Court  hearing 
planned  for  next  month. 
writes  Martin  Thorpe. 

George  Graham  and 
Brian  Clough,  among 
others,  have  been  subpoe- 
naed by  the  Serious  Fraud 
Office  to  give  evidence  to 
lawyers  acting  for  Norwe- 
gian detectives  investigat- 
ing the  agent  Rune  Hauge 
for  alleged  tax  evasion  over 
transfers  involving  British 
clubs. 

The  witnesses  at  the 
April  14  hearing  in  London, 
who  will  give  evidence 
under  oath,  have  been  as- 
sured that  no  legal  action 
will  be  taken  against  them 
in  Britain  or  Norway  as  a 
result  of  evidence  they 
give. 

The  Premier  League  bong 
inquiry,  which  has  strag- 
gled for  3‘/z  years  to  get  to 


*B*  UrmRHATIOMALi -Northern  Ireland  v 
Portugal  (Moumevlew  Pk.  Glenevon). 
Nationwide  LEAGUE:  Fimt  DMstam 
Barnsley  v West  Brom  17  45).  Tranmere  < 
Southend  (7.45)  Sweand  PUfaluwi  Wrex- 
ham v MlUwaJl  (12JJ). 

CM  VAUXHALL  COWmSNCIu  Halifax 
v Southport  (7.45). 

ICU  uw«m  Premier  Dfvtefora  Ayles- 
bury v Oxford  C.  Hret  Mvteiaai  Leyton 
Pennant  v Chasham  Utd.  Second  Dte- 
U<w  TUbury  « Wltnam  Tn 
DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE!  Premier  Dtv- 
teton:  Menbyr  v Dorche&rar.  Saottara 
PbWow  Fowl  Green  v Cirencester  Tn. 
nOUHATlON  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
HAQIJEi  Ptret  Dlvtxtort:  West  Auckland  » 
ShlUon. 

tCHBEHX  DOtNCT  LEAOUEi  Pm4 wr 

Dtufeluua  Bristol  MF  v kdangotsflekl  Utcc 
Bdetord  Tn  v Barnsteple  Til  Chard  Tn  v 
Threrton  Tie  CrMpponhora  Tn  v Caine  Tn. 
LEAGUE  OP  WAUttt  Caerews  v Aberyst- 
wyth; Flint  Tn  v Holywell.  Newtown  v 
Uansamflmld. 

PAI  NATIONAL  LEAGUE!  Premier  Dh» 

Mom  Bahamians  V Dundalk  r7  45);  Cork  C 
v Bray  Wndro  (2.0):  Finn  Harps  v Sham- 
rock Rvrs;  SlWboume  v Si  Patrtcu  Am 
17.45). 

IRISH  LEAGUE:  Premier  Division! 

Portadawn  v aittonvina  (00). 


Rugby  Union 


COURAGE  CLUBS  CHAMPIONSHIP: 
loogoo  Poon  South,  Nowbufy  v Tabard 

13-0)- 

CUIB  HATCH,  Redruth  XV  v St  Mary's 
Hospital  (10). 

Rugby  League 

STONES  SUPER  LEAOUEi  HalllJ*  v 
Caatleford:  London  v Paris  (I0i:  Salfbid  u 
Oldham  (3.0);  SheffteM  » Warrington: 
Wgort  V 81  Helens  (341).  Hre*  Hvtere; 
Featheratono  v Wakefield;  Huddersfield  v 
Dewetairy;  Hull  v Htel  KR  (0.15);  Wldnes  v 
Swtnton  (341):  Wortcngto  v Whitehaven 
O.0V  Second  DMicleai  Battey  v York: 
CartWe  v Barrow  (3.0):  Proscot  w Ljjjcj- 
steroLyitt  OL01:  Rodvlate  v Lregn  (30) 


Hockey 


WROPEAH  CUP  WINNStS*  CUP  (10  0, 
Beading). 

EASTER  PESTIVALSi  Folheelonc: 
HmWest  Blackpool  iiaoi.  Toroay  nooi: 
Weymouth  (9  JO) 


the  heart  of  the  matter, 
would  be  particularly  in- 
terested in  any  new  evi- 
dence. Those  conducting 
the  inquiry  have  already 
been  liaising  closely  with 
the  Norwegians  over  the 
tax  investigation. 

Clongh  has  denied  any 
wrongdoing  over  transfer 
deals  while  he  was  Notting- 
ham Forest  manager.  Gra- 
ham was  banned  from  the 
game  for  a year  after  ac- 
cepting money  from  Hauge. 
• Manchester  United  have 
been  fined  £2,600  by  Uefa 
for  the  missiles  that  were 
thrown  at  Porto  fans  dur- 
ing the  Old  Trafford  leg  of 
their  European  Cup  quar- 
ter-final. No  action  bas 
been  taken  on  the  incident 
that  left  eight  United  fans 
injured  after  a clash  with 
Portuguese  riot  police  in 
the  return  leg  pending  fur- 
ther investigation  by  the 
governing  body. 


Sport  in  brief 


Boro  suffer  Wembley  blow 
as  Juninho  plea  is  rejected 


Hockey 

England  have  probably  never 
been  as  strongly  represented 
in  the  annual  Easter  jambo- 
ree that  is  the  European  Cup 
Winners’  Cup,  with  Reading 
and  Ipswich  Ladies,  Eng- 
land's 1996  Cup  winners,  lead- 
ing the  way  in  the  national 
league,  writes  Pat  Rowley. 

Among  Reading’s  seven 
rivals  at  Sonning  are  Amster- 
dam, who  head  the  Dutch 

League.  Glad  tocher  of  Ger- 
many and  Real  Polo  from  Bar- 
celona. The  Dutch  dub,  with 
Taco  van  den  Honert  and  Jac- 
ques Brinkmann,  two  out- 
standing Olympic  gold  medal- 
lists. are  Reading's  last  group 
opponents  (on  Sunday),  with 
foe  final  on  Monday. 

Ipswich,  who  travel  to 
Utrecht  would  appear  to  have 
an  easier  passage  to  the 
women’s  final  unless  the  Rus- 
sian club  Tckstilschik  prove 
unexpectedly  formidable. 

Squash 

Simon  Parke,  wliose  recovery 
from  cancer  occurred  just  in 
time  for  him  to  qualify  for  the 
Equitable  Life  Super  Series  in 
the  last  tournament  of  1996. 
now  looks  likely  to  reach 
tomorrow's  finals  in  Hatfield 
after  he  defeated,  the  world 


RYAN  ROBSON’S  Mid- 
dlesbrough have  suffered 
another  setback  after  failing 
to  secure  the  release  of  Jun- 
inho from  a Brazil  interna- 
tional only  four  days  before 
the  Coca-Cola  Cup  final  on 
Sunday  week. 

Juninho.  in  inspirational 
form  for  his  troubled  dub. 
will  have  little  time  to  rest 
and  prepare  for  Boro’s  first 
major  Wembley  occasion 
after  appearing  in  a friendly 
with  Chile  on  Wednesday. 

Robson  appealed  for  co- 
operation from  Brazil  after 
“playing  ball"  in  releasing 
Juninho  for  previous  interna- 
tionals. but  the  Brazilian  FA 
president  Ricardo  Teixeira 
said  no  one  would  be  released 
from  the  Chile  match. 

Boro  suggested  yesterday 
they  are  unlikely  to  go  the 
High  Court  after  the  failure  of 
their  appeal  to  the  FA  to  win 
back  three  docked  Premier- 
ship points. 

The  club's  chief  executive 
Keith  Lamb  said:  "We  do  feel 
a grave  sense  of  injustice  hut 
both  the  original  commission 


No.  2 Rodney  Eyles  10-8,  9-6, 
1-9,  6-9,  &-6  yesterday,  writes 
Richard  Jago. 

Several  decisions  dis- 
pleased the  Australian  who 
was  twice  asked  to  play  on  by 
the  referee.  There  were  also 
distractions  from  the  sun- 
shine streaming  Uirough  the 
windows  and  childrens' 
screams  which  echoed  in  the 
high  roof  or  the  Galleria  Shop- 
ping Centre. 

“1  think  Rodney  w;ia  in  a 

bad  mood.”  said  Parke.  “But  I 
tried  not  to  let  it  affect  me.  U 
was  sometimes  difficult  to 
concentrate  - - but  you  can't 
tell  shoppers  Lo  be  quiet,  can 
you?” 

If  Eyles  fails  to  beat  another 
Englshman,  Mark  Chaloner. 
in  straight  games  today  Parke 
can  afford  to  lose  his  last 
group  match  3-2  to  the  Austra- 
lian Brett  Martin  and  still 
qualify.  That  would  carry  him 
to  the.  final,  prohably  against 
Janshcr  Khan,  the  world  and 
British  Open  champion. 

Motor  Racing 

DAMON  HILL'S  Formula  One 
challenge  it)  the  .Arrows  Ya- 
maha could  be  boosted  by 
technical  input  from  John 
Barnard,  the  man  a,  ho  de- 
signed MtchatM  Schumacher’s 
new  Ferrari  F310B,  writes 
Alan  Henry 

Barnard's  Surrey-bused  de- 
sign consultancy  will  start  op- 


and  the  FA  appeal  board 
found  the  club  had  no  just 
cause." 

But  be  added;  "Let’s  get  it 
into  perspective.  As  a club  we 
are  buoyant  and  we  will  stay 
in  the  Premier  League  on 
merit.  It's  already  the  most 
momentous  year  in  the  club's 
history.” 

Peter  White  writes:  Andy 
Townsend,  the  Republic  of 
Ireland  captain,  last  night 
signed  a one-year  extension  to 
his  Aston  Villa  contract, 
which  was  due  to  expire  this 
summer.  Villa  also  have  a fur- 
ther 12-month  option  on  the 
player,  who  will  be  34  In  July. 

Brian  Little,  Villa’s  man- 
ager, said:  "Although  there  is 
bound  to  be  movement  both 
in  and  out  over  the  summer, 
it  is  important  that  I keep 
together  the  nucleus  of  my 
squad,  and  Andy  is  a very  im- 
portant member." 

• Alan  Mullery  yesterday 
stood  down  as  Barnet’s  man- 
ager to  focus  on  his  original 
role  as  the  dub’s  scout  Terry 
Bullivant  is  now  in  charge  of 
all  first-team  affairs. 


e rating  independently  from 
next  Tuesday,  and  the  British 
engineer  has  already  had 
talks  about  a possible  collabo- 
ration with  Tom  WaUdnshaw. 
the  Arrows  team  chief. 

Cricket 

Alan  Wells,  the  35-year-old 

former  Sussex  captain  who 
recently  left  for  Kent  after  18 
seasons  with  the  county,  has 
accepted  an  offer  to  become  a 
vice-president  of  his  former 
club.  The  new  Sussex  chair- 
man Robin  Marlar,  who  is 
anxious  to  heal  any  rifts  be- 
tween foe  county  and  Wells, 
said:  "Ail  past  captains  are 
normally  made  vice-presi- 
dent so  the  precedent  is  very 
strong.” 

The  former  Sri  Lanka  cap- 
tain Ranjan  MadugaHe  has 
been  appointed  match  referee 
for  England's  one-day  inter- 
national series  and  the  open- 
ing three  Teste  against  Aus- 
tralia at  Edgbaston,  Lord's 
and  Old  Trafford  this  sum- 
mer. The  farmer  West  Indies 
wicketkeeper  Camralc  Smith 
will  referee  the  final  three 
Tests  at  Headingley.  Trent 
Bridge  and  The  Oval. 

Cycling 

Robert  Millar,  38,  Britain's 
highest-placed  finisher  In  the 
Tour  de  Prance,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  full-time  post  of 
British  road  racing  coach. 
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Soccer 

Hoddie  runs 

Bowyer  on 
fast  track 


David  Lacay 


THE  GOOD  news  from 
the  England  camp  Is 
that  Glenn  Hoddie 
now  has  two  teams  In 
his  head  for  the  friendly 
against  Mexico.  At  one  point 
it  was  bard  to  see  how  his 
thought  processes  could  pro- 
duce one. 

Provided  the  cerebral  con- 
test does  not  go  to  a replay, 
the  side  uppermost  In  Hod- 
dle's  mind  will  be  announced 
some  time  before  tomorrow 
evening's  game.  The  bad 
news  is  that  it  will  not  con- 
tain Matthew  Le  Tissier  or 
Sol  Campbell,  thus  denying 
those  left  Incredulous  by  their 
Inclusion  In  last  month's 
World  Cup  qualifier  against 
Italy  a chance  to  confirm  the 
evidence  of  their  own  eyes. 

Le  Tissier,  suffering  a foot 
injury,  and  Campbell,  with  a 
damaged  ankle,  joined  the 
lengthening  list  of  with- 
drawals yesterday,  bringing 
Hoddle’s  total  losses  to  10. 
The  England  coach  responded 
; by  promoting  Lee  Bowyer, 
Leeds’s  talented  young  mid- 
fielder, from  the  Under-2i 
squad  preparing  to  meet  Swit- 
zerland at  Swindon  on 
Tuesday. 

With  Robbie  Earle,  admit- 
tedly 32,  in  such  excellent 
form  it  seems  a pity  that  the 
Wimbledon  man  has  still  not 
been  recognised.  Hoddie  ex- 
plained that  Sawyer’s  inclu- 
sion reflected  his  desire  to  es- 
tablish stronger  links 
between  the  Under-2is  and 
senior  squad.  But  if  youth  is 
the  theme,  why  recall  the  30- 
year-dd  Martin  Keown  when 
another  Wimbledon  player 
Chris  Perry,  seven  years 
Keown’s  junior,  has  been 
playing  so  well  at  centre- 
back? 

At  least  Sawyer's  Inclusion 
has  guaranteed  the  senior 
squad  the  continued  presence 
of  a Reformed  Character  de- 
spite the  unavailability  of  Ad- 
ams, Merson  and  Gascoigne. 
When  he  was  at  Charlton 
Bowyer  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est players  caught  by  the  FA’s 
random  drug  control  unit  and 
underwent  rehabilitation 
after  being  found  to  have  used 
cannabis. 

■Mire  recently  the  player 
ended  up  in  court  after  an 


affi-ay  at  a McDonald’s  restau- 
rant “The  drugs  episode  is  In 
the  past”  said  the  FA’s  direc- 
tor of  public  affairs  David 
Davies  yesterday.  “He’s  been 
selected  on  merit  and  we’re 
delighted  for  him.”  Not  that 
Bowyer  can  expect  much 
more  tomorrow  than  a place 

on  the  bench. 

For  Robbie  Fowler,  the  op- 
portunity could  be  rather 
greater,  especially  if  Teddy 
Shertngfaam  is  passed  fit  to 
partner  him  up  front  against 
Mexico.  This  would  at  least 
give  the  England  attarir  a 
touch  of  authenticity  as  well 
as  giving  Hoddie  valuable  in- 
formation about  his  alterna- 
tives for  the  World  Cup  quali- 
fier against  Georgia  at 
Wembley  in  a month. 

Hoddie  still  hopes  Alan 
Shearer  will  be  back  by  then 
but  Fowler  needs  Interna- 
tional experience  and  Sher- 
lngham  is  the  most  experi- 
enced England  forward 
around.  A further  plus  would 
be  the  arlfHHnna]  Liverpool 
presence  of  both  Jamie  Red 
knapp  and  Steve  McMana- 
man.  The  latter  is  still  a 
major  doubt,  although  his 
thigh  strain  had  eased  suffi- 1 
ciently  yesterday  to  allow  a 
training  run. 

Gareth  Southgate,  whom 
I Hoddie  had  virtually  written 
off  because  of  an  ankle  Injury, 

Is  making  a quicker  recovery 
than  expected  and  may  just  be 
around  for  selection.  “To  be 
honest,”  said  Hoddie,  “I 
didn’t  expect  Him  to  respond 
to  his  treatment  as  well  as 
this,  and  it  is  a bonus.” 

Fowler,  like  Stuart  Pearce, 
has  virtually  been  guaranteed 
a place  in  tomorrow’s  team. 
For  the  21-year-old  Liverpool 
striker  this  will  complete  an 
extraordinary  week. 

• Hoddie  was  encouraged  to 
bear  last  night  that  Shearer, 
barring  any  reaction  to  his 
groin  injury,  will  be  fit  to  face 
Georgia  on  April  30.  Newcas- 
tle are  almost  certain  the 
striker  will  return  against 
Sunderland  a week  tomor- 
row, only  39  days  after  his 
surgery. 

Both  Shearer  and  Les  Fer- 
dinand are  expected  to  be 
back  in  full  training  next 
week  and  Newcastle's  No.  2 
Terry  McDermott  said:  “We’ll 
be  shocked  if  Shearer  doesn't 
play  against  Sunderland.” 
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Golf 

Lyieswings 
back  from 
the  depths 


David  Pavlas 
at  Pants  Vedra 


SANDY  LYLE,  showing 
some  semblance  of 
the  form  that  won 
him  the  Players 
Championship  here  10  long 
years  ago.  produced  a Four 
under-par  68  yesterday  to  lie 
one  behind  the  early  leaders 
Mark  C-alcavecchia,  Tom  Leh- 
man, Fuzzy  Zoeller  and  David 
Edwards. 

Lyle  came  home  in  33,  bir- 
dying  the  feared  16th  and  17th 
holes,  and  said  afterwards: 
“It’s  nice  to  make  a half-de- 
cent start  I'm  afraid  the  bad 
memories  by  far  outweigh  the 
good  at  this  course."  He  has 
an  extraordinary  record  here, 
winning  in  1987,  tying  for  74th 
in  1994  and  missing  the  cut  on 
the  other  nine  occasions  he  , 
has  competed. 

It  was  an  unwitting  tip 1 
from  Tiger  Woods  that  aided 
Lyle’s  play.  He  was  watcblng 
the  young  phenomenon  on 
television  and  noticed  how 
wide  the  arc  of  his  swing  was 
and  how  straight  the  left  arm 
was  on  the  take  away.  “I 
couldn't  do  it  at  first.”  Lyle 
admitted,  “but  when  I 
achieved  it  my  scatter  pattern 
on  the  practice  ground  was 
much  improved.” 

He  was  particularly  pleased 
with  his  drive  at  the  18th  yes- 
terday. "That’s  a difficult  shot 
for  me.”  he  said,  “but  I was 
able  to  see  it,  to  aim  it  and  to 
hit  it  today.”  He  was  not  dis- 
pleased with  the  16th,  either. 
A 273-yard  drive  gave  him  224 
to  the  pin,  a distance  be  ac- 
complished with  a three-iron. 
‘It's  not  Tiger  Woods  long," 
he  said  with  a grin,  “but  it 
was  pretty  good  by  my 
standards." 

Altogether  Lyle  had  seven 
birdies  and  now  stands  a 
chance  of  improving  substan- 
tially on  a season  that  has  so 
for  failed  to  fire.  Asked  to 
sum  it  up  in  a word,  he  said: 
“I  haven't  got  a word  like 
that,”  though  moments  later 


he  found  three  that  would  do. 
It  had,  he  said,  been  “a  little 
crappy”. 

Nick  Faldo,  In  muttering 
mode  and  staring  at  the 
ground,  succinctly  summed 
up  his  opening  round.  "That,” 
be  said,  "was  the  way  to  turn 
a nice  67  into  a 71. 1 just  didn't 
putt  well  enough.”  And  with 
that,  he  was  gone. 

The  US  Masters  champion 
had  Indeed  failed  to  capitalise 
on  a course  in  perfect  condi- 
tion and  under  blue  skies. 
However,  surface  water  levels 
were  of  concern  to  plaj'ers 
yesterday,  the  two  inches  or 
rain  that  fell  prior  to  the  tour- 
nament turning  the  course 
| into  an  exercise  in  target  golf, 
with  low-scoring  the  Inevita- 
ble by-product. 

But,  if  Faldo  was  disap- 
pointed. Sam  Torrance  was 
disgusted  and  Ian  Woosnam 
desolate.  The  Scot  took  78.  the 
Welshman  76  and  the  two 
men,  who  were  among  the 
first  groups  out.  had  been 
quickly  into  action  and  rap- 
idly out  of  contention. 

Torrance,  having  started  at 
the  10th.  was  in  fact  the  first 
man  in  this  year's  tourna- 
ment to  play  the  short  17th, 
the  hide  with  the  island  green 
and  the  hole  that  the  pros  love 
to  denigrate.  They  dismiss  it 
contemptuously,  saying  that 
it  is  only  of  interest  to  ama- 
teurs and.  in  essence,  not 
worthy  of  professionals. 

In  fact  it  is  the  ultimate 
pro's  hole,  demanding  accu- 
racy allied  to  a delicate  touch, 
and  Torrance  was  able  to 
summon  neither.  His  first  tee 
shot  was  pushed  so  badly  that 
it  never  got  dose  to  dry  land 
and  his  second  attempt 
reached  only  the  little  pot 
bunker  at  the  front  of  the 
green.  It  cost  him  a six  and 
depression  seemed  to  set  In. 

At  the  18th.  a par-four  dog- 
leg to  the  left,  he  almost  drove 
into  the  water,  had  to  play  out 
sideways,  was  short  with  his 
third  shot  and  took  three 
more  to  get  down  — five 
strokes  gone  in  two  boles. 


Henderson  shows 
through  the  fog 


Ferguson  injury  sets  up  striking  re-run 


Patrick  Warm 


THE  injured  Duncan  Fer- 
guson ‘s  withdrawal 
from  Scotland’s  squad 
may  encourage  the  manager 
Craig  Brown  to  recreate  the 
striking  partnership  that  com- 
bined to  secure  victory  in  the 
toughest  match  of  their  World 
Cup  campaign  so  for. 

-John  McGinlay  of  Bolton 
and  Darren  Jackson  of  Hiber- 
nian, whose  bewildering  feint 
brought  the  goal  that  beat 
Sweden  at  Ibrox  Park  in  No- 
vember, seem  likely  to  start 
against  Estonia  at  Rugby 
Park  tomorrow. 

They  could  be  joined  by  a 
third  man,  possibly  Black- 


bum's  Kevin  GaDacher,  if 
Brown  decides  to  depart  Aram 
his  usual  3-5-2  formation  in 
favour  OT  a heavy  presence  in 
the  visitors’  penalty  area. 

Jackson,  enjoying  his  best 
season  for  Hibs  at  the  age  of 
30,  was  forced  by  Injury  to 
miss  the  Scots'  disappointing 
0-0  draw  with  Estonia  in 
Monte  Carlo  last  month. 

But  he  returns  with  the  im- 
petus of  outstanding  perfor- 
mances in  his  past  two  inter- 
nationals,  scoring  his  first 
goal  for  Scotland  in  Latvia  in 
October  and  playing  a big 
part  in  McG inlay’s  winner 
against  the  Swedes. 

As  a player  who  was  booed 
on  to  the  field  by  Scotland 
fons  when  he  came  off  the 


bench  during  a friendly 
against  Australia  a year  ago, 
the  former  Dundee  United 
and  Newcastle  United  for- 
ward has  undergone  some- 
thing of  a change  of  life. 

“Nobody  can  imagine  how 
much  that  hurt,’’  said  Jack- 
son,  recalling  the  painful 
memory  of  Hampden  Park 
last  March.  “That’s  why  the 
applause  and  cheering  I got 
when  we  played  Sweden  at 
Ibrox  meant  so  much.  It 
really  was  fantastic  to  have 
laid  the  bogy. 

*T  know  a lot  of  people 
thought  1 was  only  in  the 
squad  because  Alex  Miller, 
then  the  manager  of.  Hibs,  was 
Craig’s  assistant  with  Scot- 
land. But  that’s  nonsense.  Pro- 


fessional men  like  Craig 
Brown  don't  make  decisions 
on  that  basis,  because  it’s  their 
reputation  that’s  on  the  line. 

“Anyway  I never  believed 
myself  that  I was  there  except 
on  merit  I hope  to  continue  to 
prove  I deserve  to  be  here.” 
Colin  Hendry,  the  Black- 
burn defender,  is  Scotland's 
only  concern  as  he  is  nursing 
a minor  groin  injury,  but 
Brown  expects  him  to  play. 

Mark  Hughes  is  struggling 
to  he  fit  for  Wales’s  World 
Cup  qualifier  against  Bel- 
gium in  Cardiff  tomorrow. 

Hughes,  who  has  been  nurs- 
ing a groin  strain  for  several 
weeks.  Joined  the  squad  for  a 
training  session  yesterday 
hut  was  unable  to  train  flat- 


out  and  remains  doubtful. 
“He’s  on  medication  to  reduce 
the  inflammation,  and  know- 
ing Mark  I'd  say  it’s  90-10  in 
favour  of  him  playing,’’  said 
Gould. 

“I  certainly  don't  want  to  be 
without  him  because  he's  In 
excellent  form.  If  necessary  I 
can  make  a decision  on  him 
at  the  last  moment" 

If  Hughes  is  fit  then  either 
John  Hartson,  Dean  Saunders 
or  Nathan  Blake  will  play 
alongside  him.  “I’ve  been 
honest  with  them  and  told 
them  that  they’ve  all  got  a 
chance  of  playing."  Gould 
added. 

’ “Blake  and  Hartson  are  on 
fire  at  the  moment  and  Deano 
always  does  well  for  Wales." 


Craig  tries  out 
anew  blend 

SCOTLAND'S  Under-21 
wcoach  Tommy  Craig  will 
give  international  debuts  to 
four  players  in  today's  Euro- 
pean Championship  qualifier 
against  Estonia  at  Stirling. 

Kilmarnock’s  Alex  Burke 
and  David  Bageru  Aberdeen’s 
defender  Russell  Anderson 
and  the  Hearts  goalkeeper 
Roddy  McKenzie  will  all  start 
atForthbank. 

"We’ve  made  a had  start  to 
the  group  with  two  defeats,  a 
draw  and  a win,”  said  Craig. 
“I’m  searching  for  a new 
blend.” 

SCOTLAND  UNDER-SI:  HcKaMtU 
(Hearts).  Andnna  lADorfleen).  CImi 
(Aberdeen),  RttcM*.  Lack*  (Hearts). 
B*g«a  (Kilmarnock).  HeChMkty  (St 
Jaimstonej.  Burita  (Kilmarnock).  Q—a« 
(St  Mirren).  HiniMon  (Heansl.  Harper 
(Huwntan). 


Michael  Britten  In  Madeira 


AFTER  four  weeks  of 
blissful  weather  in 
Dubai.  Morocco,  Por- 
tugal and  the  Canaries  the 
European  Tour  ran  Into  the 
full  range  of  meteorological 
eccentricty  yesterday. 

Low  cloud  and  gale-force 
winds,  followed  by  a combi- 
nation of  fog.  wind  and 
rain,  permitted  less  than 
two  hours’  play  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Madeira 
T«lanri  Open  on  the  moun- 
tainside course  at  Santo  da 
Sierra.  Only  65  of  the  156 
entrants  started  and,  when 
officials  gave  up  the 
struggle  at  4.30  pm,  none 
had  completed  nine  holes. 

Ironically  the  island’s 
capital  of  Funchal  basked 
all  day  in  unbroken  sun- 
shine, and  golfers  at  the 


Palheiro  dub  1,500ft  lower 
down  the  mountain  decided 
at  midday  it  was  too  hot  to 
play  in  comfort. 

Michael  Lunt,  secretary 
of  Royal  Mid-Surrey  and  a 
guest  referee  this  week, 
said:  “My  wife  cut  short 
her  round  because  she 
feared  getting  severely  sun- 
burned.” Up  on  the  moun- 
tain frustrated  Ryder  Cup 
hopefuls  such  as  Paul 
Broadhurst,  Peter  Baker 
and  Padraig  Harrington 
donned  sweaters  and 
waterproofs  and  waited  In 
vain  to  hit  a shot. 

Of  those  that  did,  Aber- 
deen’s Scott  Henderson  was 
the  most  successful.  De- 
layed for  three  hours,  he 
completed  six  holes  in  two 
under  par.  Then  a cold 
north  wind  began  blowing 
the  balls  off  the  greens  be- 
fore fog  descended. 


Rugby  Union 


League  One:  West  Hartlepool  1 6,  Bath  24 

Bath  struggle 
to  keep  pace 


flwdd  Ptununor 


■HE  British  Lions’  hope- 
I fill  Simon  Geoghegan 
I had  little  opportunity  to 
press  the  watching  selector 
i Teller  in  his  second 
neback  match  last  night, 
taogbegan  played  24  min* 
s as  a replacement  and  had 
y two  meaningful  touches 
en  he  was  hammered  by 
West  Hartlepool  defence 
each  occasion, 
ath  were  quick  to  demon- 
ite  they  are  no  southern 
ties  when  the  opening 
ammage  erupted  violently 
I resulted  In  a third-inin- 
yellow  card  for  Richard 
Pster,  their  Welsh  flanker, 
nee  thev  had  established  a 
i’Sica]  superiority,  the 
piing  champions  turned 
Ir  minds  to  fluent  rugby, 
fc.the  lock  Mactin  Haag 
Ided  to  Join  bis  three-quar- 
line  in  the  sixth  minute 
r seeing  the  England  wing 
SJeightholme  spill  the 

ball.  He  not  only  caught 
ball,  but  jinked  his  way 
r for  the  opening  try. 
aving  watched  a forward 
i a piece  of  the  action,  the 
ks  seized  their  own  oppor- 
ity  with  a splendid  try 
r 23  minutes.  Jeremy  Gus- 
made  a half-break  in  cen* 
field  before  cleverly  put* 

: Jon  Callard  away.  .The 
bade  made  ground  before 


the  finishing  touch  was  ap- 
plied by  Adedayo  Adebayo, 
who  beat  two  defenders  and 
sprinted  in  freon  25  metres. 

Callard  added  both  conver- 
sions as  well  as  kicking  a pen- 
alty in  the  20th  minute  and,  at 
17-0  ahead,  Bath  appeared  to 
be  cruising  to  a handsome 
victory.  West,  however,  dug 
deep  and  began  to  fight  back, 
despite  befog  heavily  penal- 
ised and  winning  precious  lit- 
tle possession. 

A period  of  fierce  pressure 
saw  their  fly-half  Chris  John 
kick  through  to  the  corner  for 
Stephen  John  to  dive  on  the 
ban  for  his  10th  try  of  the  sea- 
son. A Chris  John  penalty  two 
minutes  before  the  interval 
then  left  West  cursing  their 
sloppy  start. 

West  started  the  second  half 
as  they  had  aided  the  first  and 
the  young  prop  David  Barnes 
drove  over  for  a try  after  48 
minutes.  However,  Mike  Catt 
steadied  the  ship  with  a try  to 
push  his  side  dear  for  an  im- 
portant victory. 
sronwttt  Wot  HHn— h WwS 
Mm.  tom  F—W-i  C John  Z BMm 
Twtmmt  Haag.  ACflbayo.  cut. 

Callard  3.  PiDPftr  Canard 


WMt  ItoiVM*"!  M Bttnc  Q Tnjeftjv*.  L 
Mh^j^muuy.  5 John;  C Mm.  B 
Rywc  D Bamaa.  * PMCOCK  w OB  jgng*. 
C Morphy.  K.  Monday  feWO-  J W*.  « 
Eanohaw.  I Morgan. 

■Min  j Callard:  J aioiohllwriijHt  (S 
OaoaMain.  ssnlfl).  J Gmcott.  f»  D* 

oSSmS\  M0M»  M <*«■  C 

K YON.  O Ctewn,  C Horuann  (3  Htfloa. 
SSLM  Hua,  N Barman.  A HaoKaon,  B 
vummMN  Thomaa.  SB).  O 
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Maliinder  makes  Sale’s  pitch  for  final 


David  Irvine  on  a captain  In  relaxed  mood 
as  he  prepares  for  tomorrow’s  cup  battle 


THESE  are  fraught  if 
interesting,  times  for 
Sale's  full-back  and 
captain  Jim  Mallinder. 
Tomorrow  he  leads  his  side  in 
fh»  semi-finals  of  the  pmetog- 
ton  Cup;  cm  Wednesday  mean- 
ing he  will  learn  if  he  is  in  the 
British  Lions  squad  to  tour 
South  Africa;  and  later  that 
evening,  against  Bath,  he  and 

his  colleagues  will  embark  on 
a demanding  Courage  League 
pnyamme  of  eight  games  in 
32  days. 

It  is  a a daunting  prospect 
but  the  3l-year-old  PE  master 
at  William  Hulme's  GS,  in 
Manchester,  seems  remark- 
ably relaxed.  “To  me  this  is 
what  the  professional  game  is 
about  — not  because  I get 
paid  but  because  of  the  inten- 
sity of  it,  the  big  crowds  and 
the  pressure.  I’ve  always  en- 
joyed the  game  but  never  as 
much  as  1 do  now.” 
Tomorrow's  tie  against 
Harlequins,  whom  Safe  have 
already  beaten  twice  in  the 
League  this  season,  is  proba- 
bly the  most  important  game 
most  of  his  team  have  ever 
feeed.  “It  is  vital  we  win,  not 
only  for  the  club  and  its  pro- 
file, but  rugby  in  this  area," 
he  said.  ‘We  desperately  need 
some  competition  with  the 
round  ball  game,  and  a trip  to 
Twickenham  would  he  a ter- 
rific boost.”  , ^ 

Although  Sale  hope  to  be 
restored  to  near  full-strength 
— the  half-backs  Dewi  Morris 


and  Simon  Mannlx  return, 
with  Adrian  Hadley  at  centre 
and  Tom  Betas  on  the  wing  — 
Mallinder  is  in  no  doubt 
about  the  size  of  the  task,  par- 
ticularly as  the  excellent 
No.  8 Charlie  Vyvyan  has 
foiled  to  recover  from  a knee 
injury. 

Vyvyan’s  presence  would 
have  been  a decisive  factor  in 
their  quest  to  reach  a final  for 
the  first  time.  Not  only  would 
it  have  released  Sale's  New 
Taaiawri  coach  John  Mitchell 
to  play  at  blind  side  but  it 
would  complete  one  of  the 
best  club  back-rows  in 
England. 

"Charlie  Is  such  a good  de- 
cision maker  and  so  powerful 
In  the  tackle  ” said  Mallinder. 
“His  turnover  ball  Is  one  of 
his  strongest  features  and,  for 
a back,  if  s fantastic  to  know 
that  once  or  twice  In  every 
match  he's  going  to  make  a 
tackle  and  win  the  ball.  That 
sort  of  ball,  when  the  opposi- 
tion aren't  ready  for  it,  is  the 

best  you  can  get" 

Sale  heat  Harlequins  at 
Heywood  Road  In  October 
through  Morris’s  exploitation 
of  back-row  defensive  weak- 
nesses and  the  inexperience 
of  the  rugby  league  pair  Gary 
Connolly  and  Robbie  Paul  in 
midfield.  At  The  Stoop  Sale 
controlled  the  forward  battle 
and,  as  at  home,  won  by  four 
tries  to  two. 

Mallinder  expects  that 
Quins  will  mount  a far 


greater  challenge  in  this 
weekend's  sell-out  match. 
“Dick  Best  is  a very  clever 
coach.  He’ll  have  studied  the 
videos  and  done  his  home- 
work. And  they  do  have  some 
very  experienced  players  who 
are  much  more  used  to  the 
big  occasion  than  ours.” 

Yet  Sale  are  becoming  more 
accustomed  to  them.  Their 
cup  run  has.  certainly  been  a 
bonus;  their  main  goal,  at  the 
season's  start,  was  to  earn 
themselves  a place  in  next 
winter’s  European  Cup  com- 
petition, which  would  do  even 


ym 
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more  for  the  club’s  standing. 
“I  think  we've  done  better 
than  a lot  of  people  expected.” 
But  lasing  at  Bristol  last  week 
was,  Mallinder  admits,  a 
blow. 

“We  thought  we  had  a real 
chance  if  we  could  win  our 
remaining  home  games  and 
two  away  but,  although  we 
still  have  to  go  to  West  Hartle- 
pool, the  others  at  Bath  and 
Wasps  are  very  tough.” 

Curiously  Sale's  success 
has  not  been  reflected  in  rep- 
resentative calls.  Fifty-nine 
Courage  League  players  have 


if 


Talking  point... Jim  Mallinder  leads  training  in  the 
build-up  to  the  cup  game  with  Quins  mkebhett 
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gained  international  honours 
this  season;  nine  from  New- 
castle, eight  from  Bath,  seven 
from  Northampton  and  six 
from  Wasps.  But  not  one  from 
fifth-placed  Sale  — not  even  a 
man  on  the  bench. 

“If  you  were  to  pick  an  Eng- 
land side  on  performance, 
said  Mallinder,  “someone  Him 
Dave  Baldwin  would  be 
selected  because  regularly, 
week-in,  week-out,  and 
against  top  quality  opposition 
he  does  the  business.  Vy- 
vyan’s the  same.  But  they  are 
all  in  their  early  thirties  now, 
and  Tm  another,  and  I feel 
that  has  gone  against  us.  The 
selectors  do  seem  to  favour 
the  younger  men.” 

Mallinder,  while  thrilled  to 
be  in  the  provisional  Lions 
squad,  is  not  over-optimistic 
about  his  chance  of  spending 
the  summer  in  South  Africa, 
though  if  Wales's  Neil  Jen- 
kins Is  ruled  out  he  may  be 
nearer  to  a place. 

He  regrets  that  his  playing 
portfolio  — he  has  appeared 
at  ftill-back  and  wing  for  Eng- 
land A and  the  North  and 
scored  69  tries  In  189  games 
for  Sale  — does  not  include 
goal-kicking,  and  that  could 
now  be  of  crucial  importance 
in  the  final  choice  at  full- 
back. 

“Funnily  enough  the  only 
goals  I’ve  ever  kicked  were  at 
Loftus  Versfeld,  Pretoria’s 
ground,”  he  recalled.  "I  cap- 
tained the  North  there 
against  Northern  Transvaal 
three  years  ago;  and,  as  we 
didn't  have  a place-kicker,  I 
volunteered  and  slotted  a cou- 

pie  of  penalties.” 


Broken  leg 
rules  Kimber 
out  of  cup 

Martyn  kimber. 

Gloucester’s  deputy  fly- 
half  is  out  of  their  squad  for 
tomorrow's  Pilkington  Cup 
semi-final  against  Leicester 
after  breaking  a leg. 

The  New  Zealander,  under- 
study to  Mark  Mapletotft,  feces 
a six-month  lay-off  after  sus- 
taining the  injury  in  the 
Gloucester  Invitation  XVs 
matrh  against  the  Combined 
London  Universities  at  Kings- 
holm  on  Wednesday. 

"It  was  a nasty  fracture,  al- 
though not  as  bad  as  everyone 
first  thought,"  said  Glouces- 
ter’s team  manager  John 
Fidler.  “They  haven't  operated 
on  his  ffhuia  and  tibia,  but  he 
has  been  put  in  plaster." 

The  forma:  Bath  utility  hack 
Audley  Lumsden  will  take 
lumber's  place  on  the  bench. 

Jack  Rowell  will  head  a team 
of  nine  England  officials  for 
the  tour  of  Argentina  in  May 

and  June  and  he  will  also  be 
the  coach  for  the  one-off  Test 
in  Australia  in  July. 

The  England  playing  squad 
for  the  five-match  Argentinian 
tour,  which  Includes  Tests  on 
May  31  and  June  7,  will  be 
selected  once  the  Lions  have 
named  their  squad  for  South 
Africa. 

Europe's  first  folly  struc- 
tured professional  season  will 
kick  off  in  six  countries  on 
August  16.  The  40-week  cam- 
paign, which  features  set  dates 
for  matches  from  Tests  to  do- 
mestic league  games,  will  be 
adopted  by  England,  Wales. 
Scotland,  Ireland.  France  and 
Italy,  and  will  conclude  on 
May  23, 1998. 
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EVERTON  IN  CRISIS 


Robson  in  line 
as  Royle  takes 
his  leave 


Ian  Ross  on  the  transfer  disagreement  at 
Goodison  that  led  to  a parting  of  the  ways 


EVERTON's  season  of 
disharmony  and  rank 
under-achievement 
reached  its  inevitable 
climax  yesterday  with  the  de- 
parture of  Joe  Royle. 

Some  30  months  after 
returning  to  the  club -be  bad 
served  with  such  distinction 
as  a player,  the  manager 
resigned  after  an  early-after- 
noon  meeting  with  his  chair- 
man. the  multi-millionaire 
Peter  Johnson.  Royle  will 
receive  a golden  handshake 
which  could  net  him  up  to 
£500,000. 

With  seven  Premiership 
games  remaining,  the  dispir- 
ited Merseysiders  lie  only  five 
places  and  five  points  above 
the  relegation  zone.  But  it 
was  probably  Royle’s  determi- 
nation to  push  through  the 
transfer  of  two  little-known 
Norwegian  players  before 
yesterday's  deadline  which 
acted  as  the  final  straw. 

A joint  fee  of  almost  £3  mil- 
lion had  been  agreed  with  SK 
Braun  Bergen  for  the  striker 
Tore  Andre  Flo  and  defender 
Claus  Eftevaag  but  Johnson 
was  not  convinced  that  the 


deal  represented  value  for 
money. 

Seven  months  after  he  suc- 
ceeded the  sacked  Mike 
Walker,  Royle  led  Everton  to 
the  1995  FA  Cup,  beating 
Manchester  United  in  the 
final,  but  he  leaves  behind  a 
club  which  is  still  actively 
flirting  with  disaster. 

The  club’s  recent  record  is 
indeed  dismal.  Since  defeat- 
ing Derby  County  at  the  Base- 
ball Ground  in  mid-December 
to  move  up  to  seventh,  place  in 
the  Premiership,  they  have 
collected  only  nine  of  the  42 
points  available. 

“I  have  been  disappointed 
by  recent  results  and  by  our 
current  league  position.’’  said 
Royle  in  a terse  statement 
yesterday.  "Having  spoken  to 
the  rhalrman  it  has  been 
agreed  we  part  company  by 
mutual  consent'* 

Johnson  will  now  seek  out 
a big-name  manager.  Last 
night  the  front  runners  for  a 
post  which  will  carry  a high 
salary  but  the  heavy  burden 
of  expectation  were  the  Barce- 
lona coach  Bobby  Robson  and 
his  immediate  predecessor  at 


Slow  road  to  the  sack 


Fixture 
Derby  Co  (a] 

Leeds  (h) 
Middlesbrough  (a) 
Wimbledon  (h) 
Blackburn  (h) 

Sheffield  Wed  (a) 
Arsenal  (a) 

Newcastle 
Nattm  Forest  (h) 
Coventry  (a) 

Arsenal  (h) 
Southampton  (a) 
Leeds  (a) 

Derby  (h) 

Manchester  United  (hi 


Lge  po* 

7th 

7th 

8th 

8th 

8th 

9th 

9th 

12th 

9th 

10th 

11th 

12th 

12th 

13th 

13th' 


Vincent  Hanna 

Three  major 
achievers 
hewn  among 
the  miners 

Matt  busby,  Jock 

Stein  and  Bill  Shankly 
were  bom  a few  miles 
apart  In  the  Lanarkshire  coal- 
field. They  shared  the  same 
background  and  values.  They 
were  great  men  who  could 
have  been  anything  in  life  but 
chose  to  be  football  managers. 
We  should  be  thankful  that, 
unlike  their  dead  coalmines, 
their  lives  can  provides  rich 
seam  of  information  and 
example. 

Do  not  miss  the  trilogy  of 
documentaries  on  BBC2  this 
weekend  *.  These  are  not  for 
sports  anoraks;  there  are  few 
goals.  They  are  pieces  of  social 
history,  arranged  chronologi- 


cally . Once  again  I am  in  Hugh 
Mcflvarmey*s  debt 
Busby,  Stein  and  Shankly 
were  bred  and  buttered  in 
tightly  knit  mining  communi- 
ties, where  they  ’learned  about 
teamwork  from  men  whose 
survival  depended  on  it”.  As 
Jimmy  Reid,  leader  of  the 
Upper  Clyde  Shipbuilders  in 
the  Seventies,  puts  it:  "You 
played  the  game  not  in  some 
upper-middle  class  sense  but 
because  it  was  a serious  game.” 
Catholic  immigrants  dashed 
with  Protestant  "blue-noses” 
and  followed  Celtic  or  Rangers. 
"On  a Saturday  you  were  one 
or  the  other,  and  there  were 
nae  agnostics.”  says  Mick 
McGahey,  the  Scottish  Miners' 
leader,  "but  on  Monday,  down 
the  pit,  unity  again.” 

Busby  and  Shankly  had  tal- 
ent, both  played  for  Scotland 
and  were  NCOs  in  the  war. 
Management  seemed  natural. 
Stein  was  an  average  player 
who  bettered  himself  by  intelli- 
gence and  tactical  acuity.  Foot- 
ball changed  their  surround- 
ings but  not  their  lives.  Each 
retained  a belief  in  his  good 
fortune  and  an  intolerance  of 
others  who  gave  short  change. 

Shankly  said:  “A  man  who  is 
wen  paid,  playing  in  front  of  the 
public,  and  doesn't  dedicate 
himself  to  the  Job  ...  if  I could, 
Td  put  him  injaiL" 

Each  created  in  his  own  club 
an  extended  family.  Not  for 
nothing  was  that  great  side  of 
the  Fifties  called  the  Busby 


the  Nou  Camp,  the  legendary 
Dutchman  Johan  Cruyff! 

As  Everton  began  to  look  to 
the  future  Royle  was  believed 
to  be  considering  his  recent 
past  and  the  possibility  of  a 
summer  return  to  the  dub  he 
left  in  November  1994,  Old- 
ham Athletic,  whose  current 
manager  Neil  Warnock  is 
contracted  only  to  the  end  of 
the  season. 

Everton  will  make  no  for- 
mal comment  on  the  situation  1 
imt-n  after  Easter  but  it  seems  i 
likely  that  the  veteran  club 
captain  Dave  Watson  will  be  1 
handed  the  task  of  preserving  , 
Premiership  status.  The  for- 
mer England  international 
defender  is  likely  to  be  offered 
the  chance  to  oversee  first- 
team  affairs  until  the  end  of 
the  season,  possibly  in  con- 
junction with  the  goalkeeper 
Neville  SouthalL 

The  working  relationship 
between  Royle  and  Johnson 
had  been  under  considerable 
strain  in  recent  weeks.  The 
chairman  was  concerned  that 
Royle  was  seemingly  content 
to  buy  players  of  dubious 
quality  from  Europe's  bar- 
gain basement  while  other 
less  affluent  rivals  were  suc- 
cessfully signing  up  the 
cream  of  Continental  talent 

Rqyle’s  dream  began  to  fray 
at  the  edges  earlier  this  sea- 
son when,  despite  investing 
I millions  on  the  likes  of  An- 
drei Kanchelskis,  Duncan 
Ferguson,  Nick  Barmby  and 
Gary  Speed,  his  team’s  foot- 
ball lacked  conviction,  with 
the  use  of  relatively  crude  tac- 
tics infuriating  the  more  pur- 
ist in  a knowledgeable 
Merseyside  audience. 

If  Johnson  was  in  a position 
to  unveil  his  “dream  team" 
this  morning,  it  would  almost 
certainly  consist  of  the  65- 
, year-old  former  England  man- 
ager Robson  and  the  former 
Queens  Park  Rangers  man- 
ager Ray  Wilkins. 


Babes.  No:  was  it  an  accident 
that  Stein’s  European  Cup-win- 
ning team  of  1967  aH  came  from 
within  30  miles  of  Glasgow. 
When  that  loyal  son  of  Shank- 
ly. Ian  St  John,  came  to  the  end 
ofhiscareer.it  was  no  surprise 
that  the  boss  could  not  bring 
him  self  td  free  him. 

Each  of  the  three  passed  on 
bis  personal  frugality  to  the 
players.  It  is  hard  to  explain 
why  men  like  Nobby  Stiles 
were  exploited  by  Busby,  but 
he  was — although  he  could 
never  say  so.  Johnny  Giles  can, 
and  does:  “The  time  came  for 
the  players  to  be  rewarded,  and 
they  could  have  been.  He  did 
not  respond  in  a way  that  a 
man  who  had  seen  injustices 
should  have  responded.” 

Shankly  played  for  the  love 
of  football  and  expected  others 
to  do  the  same.  St  John  says 
that  in  1971  his  basic  wage  was 
£40  a week. 


THE  players  asked 

Tommy  Smith,  Shankly's 
legendary  club  captain, 

to  be  their  spokesman.  Shankly 

looked  down  the  list  of 
requests,  then  remarked:  “You 
know,  Smithy,  you  could  cause 
a riot  in  a cemetery.” 

Ian  St  John  says  there  was 
collusion  about  wages : “1 
know  for  a fact  that  the  two 
managers.  Matt  and  Shanks, 
had  got  together  and  said 
we’re  not  giving  any  of  these 
chaps  more  than  £100  a week, 
or  whatever.  They  kept  those 


Golden  handshake . 
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ALDANITI,  responsible 
for  one  of  the  most 
Grand  Na- 
tionals of  all  time  when 
carrying  Bob  Champion  to 
victory  in  1981,  has  died  at 
the  age  of  27. 

The  exploits  of  the  horse 
nursed  back  from  injury 
and  ridden  by  Champion, 
who  fought  back  from  can- 
cer, became  the  subject  of 
the  film  Champions. 

In  retirement  Aldaniti 
remained  in  the  public  eye. 
doing  extensive  work  for 
cancer  charities. 

Champion,  who  in  1979 
was  given  eight  months  to 
live,  said:  “It’s  a sad  day.  1 
felt  terrible  when  I heard 
the  news  but  at  least  he 
went  without  pain.  He 
helped  me  so  much  and 
even  before  X was  ill  he  was 
always  a horse  I liked 
riding. 

“Apart  from  a mistake  at 
the  first  he  jumped  the  Ain- 
tree  fences  very  well  and 
gave  me  an  armchair  ride." 

'Two  bouts  of  tendon  trou- 
ble and  a fractured  hock- 
bone  made  Aldaniti’s  own 
prospects  of  Ain  tree  glory 
appear  equally  remote. 

Josh  Gifford,  his  trainer, 
said:  “It  wasn’t  just  what 
he  did  In  his  racing  career, 
but  what  he  has  done  since 
as  well.  Aldaniti's  appear- 
ances helped  raise  over  £3 
minion  for  charity,  and  he 
and  Bob  gave  hope  to  a lot 
of  people. 

“Hie  wasn’t  the  easiest 
horse  to  train  and  missed 
two  seasons  because  of  in- 
jury. But  when  he  was  sick 
he  was  a wonderful  patient 
and  when  he  had  to  spend 
six  months  in  his  box  he 
just  took  it  In  his  stride.” 
Aldaniti  may  not  have 
been  the  best  National  win- 
ner, but  he  was  certainly 


Iner,  bnt  he  was 
one  of  the  bravest. 


two  clubs  on  a very  tight 
budget" 

After  a procession  of  foiled 
managers.  Busby  tried  to  per- 
suade Stein  to  come  to  Old 
Trafford.  But  Stein  cbose  to 
remain  among  men  whom  he 
regarded  as  his  fomily. 

Shankly  and  Stein  died  frus- 
trated men.  They  felt — with 
some  justification — that  they 
had  been  let  down  by  directors 
who  foiled  to  find  them  a 
proper  niche  at  their  clubs. 
Shankly,  claims  Joe  Fagan, 
died  of  a broken  heart 

Busby  died  happy.  One 
ironic  side-effect  of  the  Munich 
air  crash  was  to  canonise  him, 
and  he  was  made  a director.  He 
also  found  a surrogate  son  in 
Alex  Ferguson,  whose  back- 
ground and  bellefo  mirrored 
his  own  and  who  could  deliver 
what  he  did. 

My  favourite  story  comes 
from  Brian  Hall.  Liverpool 
were  returning  in  triumph. 

As  the  train  approached  Lime 
Street  Shanks  tapped  him  on 
the  shoulder.  “Son,  who’s  the. 
eh.  Chairman,  with  the 

sayings;  the  Chinaman. 
what’s  his  name?” 

“Chairman  Mao?" 

That’s  him,  son." 

Shanks  strode  on  to  the  bal- 
cony and  said:  “Chairman 
Mao  has  never  seen  a greater 
show  of  red  strength.’' And 
400.000  people  went  crazy. 

* The  Football  Men:  Arena. 

BBC2,  Friday,  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,923  . Set  by  Rover 


Across 

8 Fine  suits  a busy  hilt-dweller 
(8) 

9 One  playing  Boko's 
composition?  (6) 

1 0 Drop  one  in  bottom  (4) 

11  Rings:  they  could  signal 

engagement  (10) 

12  Heraldic  device  appears  in 
them  blemished  (6) 

14  Star  tries  performing  in  an 


empty  sack  (8) 

IS  Critic  used  to  taking  the  rap 
(7) 

17  Skimmed  sea  after  exerting 

race  (71 

20  One  in  pursuit  of  damaged 
brittle  texts  (8) 

■22  One  who  has  vowed  to  vary 
rarely  (6) 

23  Machinist  putting  edges  on 
lock  (10) 


24  Island  where  vessels  go 
stem  first  (4) 

25  Scottish  Cup-ties  as 
reorganised  (6) 

26  They  have  common 
characters  gathering 
nightgear,say(8) 

Down 

1 Fellow  under  tree  was  Town 
Hall  worthy  (8) 

2 tt  could  be  used  for  calling  a 
spade,  perhaps  (4) 

3 Cocky  little  boxer?  (6) 

4 All  set  out  upon  final  tour  of 
the  stars  (7) 

5 Counter  using  basic 
language?  (8) 

6 Resistant  to  running  flag 
over  fleet  (10) 

7 Big  birds  like  overhanging 
trees  (6) 

13  Closer  harmony  could  make 
Ron  less  tearful  (10) 

16  Term  used  In  terminus? 

That’s  allowed  (8) 

1 18  Parts  which  vibrate  when  a , 
murder’s  horrible?  (8) 

19  Something  which  is  raced 
and  shaken  (7) 

21  Murderer  in  Chicago  cinema 
atrocity  (3.3) 

22  Match  left  intact  (6) 

24  Tidy  type  (4) 
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CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20,922 


Solution  tomorrow 

IS  Stuck?  Then  call  our  solutions  Bno 
on  0891  338  238.  Calls  cost  50p 
per  minute  al  an  times.  Service  sup- 
plied by  ATS 
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